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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 ATTENTION!  Master Gardener Extension Volunteers of Coweta County! 

 

We are now open for business!!! 
 

 It’s been a long fifteen months since we were forced to shut down and 

we have been inching our way to where we are now. Finally, we are able to 

assemble indoors. That means our July 8th Membership Business Meeting 

will be held in person at 10:00 A.M. in the Don Morris meeting room at the 

Extension building. Likewise, the following Tuesday, July 13 at 7:00 P.M. the 

Back Yard Association (BYA) will be an in-person event at the same location. 

I look forward to seeing all your smiling faces at both assemblies.  

 

 Meanwhile, the Extension campus continues to be a beehive of 

activity. The Nature Trail team has been busy prepping the trails for the 

upcoming 4-H Camp in mid-July. It has been quite a task keeping up with 

those pesky weeds but the group has been very tenacious and everything 

looks great.  

The 500 plus oak trees of the “Rooting for Newnan” project are 

thriving thanks to regular watering and periodic maintenance. Weeding, 

mulching and also staking the trees that are having a little trouble standing 

up straight have improved their appearance. The various groups in the 

community who are interested in tree replanting, including the MGEVs, are 

now coordinating their plans through meetings organized by the city of 

Newnan. 

The class of 2020 continues to surprise and amaze with each addition 

to the landscape project of the Extension building. If you need any 

ornamental gardening ideas, just go out and marvel at the beauty they have 

created.  

           I am happy to see new faces joining in on our activities. If you haven’t 

yet found your niche in the organization keep testing the waters. You are 

bound to find something that you enjoy. I think what we do is fun and 

rewarding at the same time. Plus, CCMGEVs are a great group of people!  
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Thanks to 10 MGEVs 

(Roslyn, Jack, Lyn, 

Dianne, Don T. Peggie, 

Allen and the NT Team) 

who worked on the trail 

June 15. Weeding was 

the top priority - all the 

rain has given a growth 

spurt   to the weed seeds. 

We are cleaning the 

courtyard, Purple and 

Red Trails for our first 

outside visitors since pre-

Covid.  We will be  

hosting the 4H adventure 

campers next month. We 

plan to have another 
workday for more clean 

up and watering. 

 

Check your emails to 

sign up to work at 

another workday  and to 

help with the activity on 

the day of the camp. 

Submitted by: Dale 

Senko 

 

Wanted! Tree Photos for the 

2022 Calendar. 

We need more 
Can be from years past; must 

be trees located in Coweta 

County 

Submission Deadline: July 31 

Send to Deberah Williams   

 deberah@numail.org 

Contact Dale or Deberah if you 
have any questions. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

WORKDAYS AT THE NATURE CENTER 

 

 

 
 
             St. John’s Wort                                  Bottlebrush Buckeye 

      

 

   https://homegrownnationalpark.org/signage 

 

Check out this web site suggested by Doug Tallamy.  You can 

sign up to get Coweta County on the naturalist’s map. There 

is also useful information.   

 
 

 

4H Camp Tuesday, July 6,  9am.  Meet at the Nature Trail 

Pavilion. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:deberah@numail.org
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/signage
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MGEV’S WORKING AT THE NATURE TRAIL ON JUNE 23RD 

 

MGEVs Rebecca, Vicki, Martha, Barbara, Peggie, Jack, Audrey, Alice, Dale, Ed, and Melanie 

at the Nature Trail working on weed suppression and weeding.  We are preparing the trails and 

courtyard for the 4 H Adventure camp in July. 
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JULY IN THE GARDEN 

 

-Observe your garden in the morning and at dusk.  Keep an eye out for pests and 

diseases.  Least harmful early intervention in the best. 

-Cut back herbs like basil, mint, and oregano by half to prevent them from 

producing seeds and to promote more fragrant leaves. 

-Take time to do a “tick check” after working in the yard. 

-Continue to plant annual seeds such as marigolds, cosmos, and sunflowers. 

-Support tall flower stems prone to fall over after a rain. 

 

 

 

 

Stump the Master Gardener         

 

 

 

      

         

 

      

 

    

 

                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE’S WINNER – EDIE SCOTT – Class of 2000.  

MGEV of the year 2004. 

She identified this Virginia Sweetspire - Itea 

 

 

 

Can anyone identify this native pollinator 

vine? 

This is a hard one, but worth investigating, 

great addition to any pollinator garden. 

Send answers to: patfarmer100@gmail.com 

 

mailto:patfarmer100@gmail.com
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MGEV June Photos 

 

Master Gardeners growing flowers and attracting pollinators to their gardens in the 

months of June and July.   

              

Bumble Bee on Stokes Aster – Kim Magyar,  Black Swallowtail on Scarlet Monarda & Swallowtails on Butterfly Bush- Amy Keller 

 

                                        

            Bumble Bell on Coneflower – Melanie Landrum                            Duskywings (skipper)on Lavender – Pat Farmer       
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ROOTING FOR NEWNAN 

  In case you missed this: 

           
https://times-herald.com/news/2021/06/500-oak-trees-donated-for-local-homeowners 

 

500 oak trees donated for local 

homeowners - The Newnan 

Times-Herald 

To help restore some of the thousands of 

trees lost to the March 26 tornado, the 

Coweta Master Gardener Extension 

Volunteers have partnered with the Georgia 

Forestry Commission, Newnan Utilities and 

Super Sod to pot up 500 oak trees for Coweta 

residents. 

times-herald.com 

 

 

 

https://times-herald.com/news/2021/06/500-oak-trees-donated-for-local-homeowners
https://times-herald.com/news/2021/06/500-oak-trees-donated-for-local-homeowners
https://times-herald.com/news/2021/06/500-oak-trees-donated-for-local-homeowners
https://times-herald.com/news/2021/06/500-oak-trees-donated-for-local-homeowners
http://times-herald.com/
https://times-herald.com/news/2021/06/500-oak-trees-donated-for-local-homeowners
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BACK YARD ASSOCIATION 

 

Submitted by Lyn Matthews 

 

 

I hope everyone saw Melanie Furr and Sibley, either via Zoom or on our Coweta County 

YouTube Channel.  Can you just imagine caring for a tiny hummingbird for three years?  

These small creatures eat very little, but very often.  No nights off of feedings.   

I thought I knew a little about hummingbirds, but it turns out very little.  I do feel better 

about not cleaning off every spider web on my deck now.  It may become a nest.  And the 

spider may become dinner for hungry babies. See Sibley starring in her own mini show, 

something new for most of us.   

 

Not since March of 2020 have we had a Backyard Meeting in the Don Morris room at the 

Extension Office.  But that is about to change.  Our July 13, the meeting with our friend 

Sarah Henderson, will be in person.  I know we all are looking forward to seeing each 

other after such a long time and will be happy to greet Sarah.  As of now, her topic will be, 

“Unusual Plants for Fall Planting.”  Look for a signup from Karen in the days to come.   

 

I talked to Allan yesterday and he told me the videos of our BYA meetings will continue to 

be on YouTube.  If, for any reason, you are unable to be with us in July, or any other 

month, please watch on our channel.  I love watching just to pick up things I may have 

missed.   

See you July 13, at 7:00 pm.  Come early, there will be a big crowd.  (And cookies) 
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Letter to the Editor: 

Touring Greg Emerson’s Gardens – Comments and photos by Mark Hess 

Greg Emerson (class of 2005) and his wife Susan opened their gardens to the Coweta 

Master Gardeners for touring May 29th through June 15th.  I hope you were able to take 

advantage of the lovely treat!  Being a plant lover, like we all are, I was truly wowed with 

the diversity and staging of their gardens.  Callaway Gardens has nothing on the 

Emersons!  An added bonus was that a lot of his gardens are in shade; it is always 

particularly difficult to have a lot of interesting plants with shade but Greg certainly 

overcame this challenge.  Combined with their hardscapes, water features and crafts, they 

truly have a garden to be proud of sharing with others! 
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HOT TOPICS FROM THE MGEV HELP DESK  

 

Submitted by Patty Ellis 

 

Gardening season is in full swing, and with the beautiful weather we get lots of questions 

about plants with diseases and pests as well as inquiries about what to plant where and 

when. Here is a sample of recent questions that we’ve answered: 

 

• A Coweta resident had many trees cleared from his property and wants to plant 

grass. After speaking with him and learning that there is still a lot of shade in the 

area, we determined that a grass such as Bermuda would not be a good option, and 

his lawn might be better suited to zoysia or St. Augustinegrass. He had dropped off 

a soil sample already, and we sent an article from Walter Reeves that discussed all 

of the factors to consider when choosing the best grass for your lawn. 

• Another client had noticed a slug problem in his garden and had tried several home 

remedies like diatomaceous earth and coffee grounds, which didn’t help. We 

advised that according to the Georgia Pest Management Handbook: Homeowner 

Edition better options are iron phosphate, mesurol 2B, and metaldehyde.  

• Summer squash is a garden delicacy, but many gardeners, including a recent client, 

encounter problems with fruit development due to inadequate pollination. We 

advised on the procedure to hand pollinate squash plants and provided a UGA 

publication on home garden squash. 

• Folks are always upset when their trees start to decline, and this was the case for a 

gentleman and his Leyland cypress. After talking with him by phone and getting 

some photos, Stephanie decided that a closer look was warranted and did a site visit. 

Though the client was hoping that spraying the trees would bring them back to 

health, it was discovered that they were planted too close together and in a spot that 

was too shady, so they would continue to decline. He was advised that he could have 

them removed now, or simply let nature take its course. 

 

There’s never a boring day at the help desk, and helping clients is not only rewarding, but 

helps us to sharpen our diagnostic and research skills. If you’re interested in giving it a 

try, contact Patty or Karen! 
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MASTER GARDENER PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 
 

Send all photo entries of Happy Gardeners and Happy Plants to: patfarmer100@gmail.com 

 

 

Martha Hendrix, Class of 2004 

is the ultimate Master 

Gardener.  She is so confident, 

she can wear white gloves to 

garden!  That’s probably why 

she was voted MGEV of the 

year in 2010. 

mailto:patfarmer100@gmail.com
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Ask MG/Market Day  Harley Stewart    

Backyard Association  Allen Summerlin, Deberah Williams, Melanie Landrum    

Scholarship    Jennie Adcock, Karen Mansour 

Education: Speakers Bureau, Dan Gentry 

Adv. Training/Continue Ed.            Dan Gentry 

Youth Education/Boys &Girls  Vacant 

Ext. Support/MGEV Help Desk Susan Mills (library), Patty Ellis, Kathy Olmsted 

Finance     Kris Carpenter 

Fundraising    Kris Carpenter, Diane Cook 

Garden Tour    Diane Cook 

Spring Plant Sale   Kathy Olmsted, Kim Magyar 

Fall Plant Sale   Kathy Olmsted 

Greenhouse    Audrey Harrelson, Amy Keller, Mark Hess 

Demonstration Garden  Kathy Olmsted, Amy Keller 

Media/PR/Coweta Shopper Vicki Sewell, Marci Moore, Martha Woodham, Kim Magyar, Shanna 

Campbell 

Nature Trail Project   Dale Senko, Pat Farmer, Ed Atkinson, Melanie Atkinson 

Nominating Committee  2021 MGEV Board/plus other members 

Volunteer Management/Support Donna Dietz, Carol Fuller 

Directory    Mark Hess 

Hospitality    Kim Magyar, Amy Sharpe 

The New Leaf Newsletter  Pat Farmer, Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis 

Sunshine    Sara Hanson 

Telephone    Roni Wolcott 

Volunteer Awards   Patty Ellis 

Photos: Pat Farmer, Ed Atkinson, Melanie Landrum, Kim Magyar, Amy Keller. Mark Hess 

Editors:  Dianne Teer, Patty Ellis, Karen Mansour 

 

                                              

 

 


