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A note from Athens-Clarke County Agriculture & Natural Resources 
 Hello readers! We hope this month’s issue is finding you right in the middle 

of enjoying all kinds of fall festivities. Some of you may be enjoying the produce 

from your fall vegetable garden. Others may be looking at that blank spot in the 

yard that could use a nice, new plant. Fall is a great time to plant ornamentals. 

Want to know more? See the article to follow in this newsletter. Have you always 

been curious about the native plants in Georgia and how best to plant with them? 

This month we are very excited to host our last Green Thumb Lecture for the year 

on Landscaping with Native Plants. Make sure to check out the flyer for the lec-

ture later in this issue. If you are looking for some fun things to do in this autumn 

season, make sure to view our “Stay in the Loop!” page of this newsletter to see 

what local events we have listed. 

We hope you enjoy this month’s issue of “Shades of Green”. 

Take care and happy gardening,                                                                          

Athens-Clarke County Agriculture and Natural Resources 
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Get Ornamentals Planted In Fall For Spring Blooms                           

by Campbell Vaughn 

F all is an ideal planting time for landscape or-

namentals. Plant growth slows in cool weather, 

but roots are still active. If you can get plants in 

the ground this fall, the stresses of planting can 

be minimized and root systems will have all win-

ter to establish.  

Understanding which plants do well in your area 

can save you financially and aesthetically in the 

long run. That cute, 18-inch plant in a pot at the 

local garden center can morph into a 20-foot-tall 

monster that covers the entire front of your 

house, so do the research before making the in-

vestment.  

Some other things to consider when choosing 

plants for the landscape includes checking your 

sun patterns. Traditional camellias (Camellia ja-

ponica) can’t tolerate blazing hot, western expo-

sure Georgia sun, and Sasanqua camellias will 

perform better in higher sun areas. Mophead hy-

drangeas (Hydrangea macrophylla) need a good 

bit of shade, while Limelight hydrangeas 

(Hydrangea paniculate ‘Limelight’) can take more 

full sun.  

Just because you are dying to get a particular 

plant for your yard doesn’t mean you have the 

right conditions for the plant. Too much sun or 

not enough sun can mean the difference between 

a plant thriving or struggling for years to come.  

It’s critical to know how to properly install a plant. 

The No. 1 issue causing poor health with newly 

planted landscapes is installing the plants too 

deep. A hole is necessary, but a grave is not. 

Most of a plant’s roots grow sideways — not 

downward — so dig a wide hole and not a deep 

one. Remove the plant from the container and 

massage the soil to loosen the roots. Place the 

plant so the base of the trunk is about 1 inch 

above ground level. Spread the dirt back over the 

area, being careful not to pile the dirt on the base 

of the plant.  

Finally, mulch your plant, taking care to keep the 

mulch away from the trunk. When there is dirt or 

mulch on the base of a plant, it increases mois-

ture on the woody base. We don’t want your new 

and pricey ornamental to rot before it gets a 

chance to shine.  

Keep your new plantings moist but not wet. Too 

much water is a death sentence to most land-

scape plants. These fall plantings are growing 

slowly, so they don’t need nearly as much water 

as they do in the heat of the summer.  

Remember, fall is for planting, so get these plants 

in the ground now so that they can adapt during 

the cold months and be ready to flourish in 

spring. You could be the envy of the neighbor-

hood come May.  

For more information on planting, see UGA Ex-

tension Bulletin 625, “Landscape Plants for Geor-

gia” and Bulletin 932, “Soil Preparation and Plant-

ing Procedures for Ornamental Plants” at exten-

sion.uga.edu/publications.  

(Campbell Vaughn is a UGA Extension Agricul-

ture and Natural Resources agent in Augusta-

Richmond County, Georgia) 

Return to table of contents 

https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=b625
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=b932
https://extension.uga.edu/publications.html
https://extension.uga.edu/publications.html
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Wet Weather Can Lead to Fungal Leaf 

Spot Disease In Hydrangeas                                                                              

By Paul Pugliese 

 W ith all of the rain that we’ve experienced 

this year, many fungal leaf spot diseases are ac-

tive. Hydrangeas are particularly susceptible to 

several different leaf spot diseases that favor 

moist weather. Some of the most common dis-

eases people ask about are known as 

Corynespora leaf spot and Cercospora leaf spot 

on bigleaf hydrangeas.                                  

Many of the leaf diseases that are apparent in the 

fall are actually the result of infections that oc-

curred in the spring. As the season progresses, 

these leaf spots begin to enlarge and become 

more noticeable. Late summer rainfall or over-

head irrigation can perpetuate these diseases 

and lead to defoliation or the decline of infected 

plants. Leaves that remain wet for extended peri-

ods are more likely to develop spots.              

Leaf spot symptoms usually start out on older 

leaves near the bottom of the plant and move up-

ward later in the season. Corynespora and Cer-

cospora are easy to recognize due to the dra-

matic purple lesions that form on the surface of 

the leaves. As these spots enlarge, they may be-

come irregular in shape and develop a grayish 

center surrounded by purple margins. Eventually, 

the entire leaf may become a yellowish color. The 

fungus produces many spores in the center of 

each spot, which are easily spread by wind, 

splashing water, rainfall or irrigation.               

Fungal leaf spots are generally not a major prob-

lem for hydrangeas beyond their aesthetic ap-

pearance. Although the disease rarely kills the 

plant, severe outbreaks over the course of multi-

ple years can reduce plant vigor. Years that start 

off with a very wet spring will often see more leaf 

spot diseases on hydrangea. By the time most 

people notice the disease in late summer or fall, 

it’s too late to spray a fungicide for the season. 

Those leaves will remain spotted until they fall off 

in the winter, whether or not you spray.        

Some years will be worse than others depending 

on the weather. Avoid getting leaves wet when 

watering plants or use drip irrigation as an alter-

native. Water plants early in the morning to allow 

the leaves to dry more quickly as the sun rises. 

Infected leaves may be removed at any time dur-

ing the season to slow down the spread of the 

disease. Also, removing and disposing the leaves 

that fall on the ground or that remain on the bush 

in the winter can help reduce carryover of the dis-

ease from one year to the next.                        

For young plants, it may be worth the extra effort 

to spray as many new leaves as possible in the 

spring as a protective measure. Older plants gen-

erally better tolerate the disease. Fungicides con-

taining chlorothalonil, mancozeb or thiophanate-

methyl are most effective when applied prior to 

the first sign of leaf spots and to protect newly 

developed leaves. Reapplying every 10 to 14 

days may be necessary to prevent these diseas-

es. Be sure to follow the label for application 

rates and safety precautions.                        

Some bigleaf hydrangea cultivars are more re-

sistant to leaf spot diseases. Unfortunately, many 

of the popular varieties, especially when stressed 

with too much sunlight, are more susceptible to 

leaf diseases. A study at Tennessee State Uni-

versity found the following bigleaf hydrangea cul-

tivars to be resistant to leaf spot diseases in both 

sunny and shaded environments: 'Ami Pasquier', 

'Ayesha', 'Blue Bird', 'Forever Pink', 'Fuji Waterfall 

(Fujinotaki)', 'Miyama-yae-Murasaki', 'Seafoam', 

'Taube', 'Tricolor' and 'Veitchii'. For more infor-

mation, see UGA Extension Circular 973, 

“Growing Bigleaf Hydrangea.”                         

(Paul Pugliese is the agriculture & natural re-

sources agent for the University of Georgia Ex-

tension office in Bartow County) 

Return to table of contents 

https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=C973
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Zebra Longwing Butterflies Make Their Way Into Georgia              

by Becky Griffin 

T he state butterfly of Florida — the zebra long-

wing (Heliconius charithonia) — has made its way 

farther north, according to reports from citizen-

scientists who participated in the second annual 

Great Georgia Pollinator Census in August.                                       

While it is commonly found in Mexico, Central Ameri-

ca, Florida and some areas of Texas, the zebra 

longwing butterfly hasn’t been so common in Geor-

gia. While residents in south Georgia report that they 

have seen the butterfly for a few years now, those in 

the northern counties Issue No. 15 of Cherokee and 

Hall noticed that the zebra longwing has spread its 

wings and expanded its normal range, appearing in 

28 Georgia counties during the this year’s census.           

I spent a lot of time identifying insects during the pol-

linator census, and I kept seeing the zebra longwing, 

which is not even in our north Georgia identification 

books. I put out a query on our companion Face-

book page and I had 59 responses, so I asked par-

ticipants to include their county and send some pho-

tos. Some people in south Georgia said that they’ve 

seen them the last couple of years, but those in 

north Georgia had never seen them before. This in-

formation gathered by citizen-scientists throughout 

the state helps researchers track the health and pro-

gress of many different pollinators, making observa-

tions researchers could miss. It would normally take 

weeks for researchers to drive around looking for 

species.        The presence of the zebra longwing 

this far north in the U.S. could provide cues for re-

searchers who study insects’ travel patterns. It’s at 

least anecdotal evidence that zebra longwing butter-

flies are expanding their territory, and that opens up 

other questions to be asked by scientists.                                        

The zebra longwing lives longer than most other but-

terfly species, surviving months and not weeks. They 

consume flower nectar and their saliva also allows 

them to dissolve protein-containing pollen, absorbing 

those extra nutrients, which scientists believe con-

tributes to their longevity.                                             

The insects roost at night as a group and demon-

strate a social order, and older butterflies appear to 

get a better roosting spot. Zebra longwings also 

practice what is called trap lining, returning to the 

same shrub or plant repeatedly. If a plant they rou-

tinely visit is no longer there, the butterflies appear to 

look for it. Lantana and verbena are recorded as the 

butterfly’s flowers of preference, with some observ-

ers noting seeing them on zinnia flowers this sum-

mer. The butterflies lay their eggs on members of 

the passion flower family, Passiflora, so if you are 

interested in seeing whether these butterflies are in 

your area, adding passion flower to your flower gar-

den may help.       For more information on the zebra 

longwing, visit the U.S. Forest Service webpage on 

this species at fs.fed.us.                                                                      

If you enjoy seeing butterflies in your garden, fall is a 

great time to expand your pollinator garden by plant-

ing perennials. Plants like purple coneflower 

(Echinacea purpurea), tickseed (Coreopsis spp.), 

and butterfly weed (Asclepias tuberosa) are perenni-

als that can be planted now and should be blooming 

during next year’s Great Georgia Pollinator Census 

in August.                                                                     

Extension Bulletin 1456, “Eco-Friendly Garden: At-

tracting Pollinators, Beneficial Insects, and Other 

Natural Predators,” has many pollinator plant recom-

mendations for Georgia.                                            

(Becky Griffin is the UGA Extension community and 

school garden coordinator ) 

Return to table of contents 

https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-of-the-month/zebra_longwing.shtml
https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=b1456
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November: Landscaping 
with Native Plants 

Online this month! Please join us 

for an informative presentation on native 
species of the southeast with topics 

including:  

• Seasonal planning with native plants 

• Planting for pollinators 

• Planting for birds and wildlife 

• Creating rain gardens 

Gardeners of all experience levels are 
welcome.  

WHEN: 

Wednesday, November 11 · 6:00-7:30pm 

WHERE: 
ONLINE via Zoom.com 
Specific link to join Zoom meeting will be 
sent to the email you register with. 
 

TO REGISTER: 
Registration is required. Please register 
by November 10 by visiting  
www.accgov.com/gardening  

Athens-Clarke County Extension                                 

Green Thumb Lectures                                           

2020 Free Monthly Gardening Class Series 

For questions: 
Contact Laura Ney, Extension Agent at  

706-613-3640 or lney@uga.edu 

The University of Georgia is committed to principles of 
equal opportunity and affirmative action.  

Return to table of contents 

http://www.accgov.com/gardening
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Stay in the loop! (local activities and events) 

Local Farmers Markets 

The Athens Farmers Market is taking place on  Saturdays from 

8am-12pm at Bishop Park. Make sure to visit their website for up-

dates and details.                                                              

 

Find them on Facebook: @AthensFarmersMarket 

Follow them on Instagram: @athensfarmersmarket 

West Broad Farmers Market  

Online ordering with pick-up and delivery options are available on 

Saturdays from May 9 — Dec 12, 2020 

Visit their website to find out how to order online. 

Find them on Facebook: @WestBroadMarketGarden 

Athens-Clarke County Leisure Services 

Trails and Open Space Programs  

Visit their website for a full list of fun outdoor trails 

and activities 

 

The 2020 Georgia Master Gardener Asso-

ciation Virtual Annual Conference is open to 

all Master Gardeners and members of the public.                                                                  

When: November 13 and 14, 2020                   

Where: Online                                                            

To register, visit their website.  

Celebrating the Harvest– The Art and His-

tory of Wreath— Making at the State Bo-

tanical Garden of Georgia 

Online, November 9, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm  

Visit this event’s webpage to register. 

 

Washington Farms Fall Festivities  

Pumpkins, kettle corn, a corn maze, and more! 

Visit their website for details. 

http://athensfarmersmarket.net/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensFarmersMarket/
https://wbfm.locallygrown.net/
https://www.facebook.com/WestBroadMarketGarden/
https://www.accgov.com/tosprograms
https://www.georgiamastergardeners.org/annual-conference?fbclid=IwAR1p_MFedUPOOLuN63PeWAoz6yOERF2mJVjvX52ijPPDX4Ro8iGSpxhSP5Q
https://botgarden.uga.edu/event/celebrating-the-harvest-the-art-and-history-of-wreath-making/
https://www.washingtonfarms.net/
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E stablished in 1990, the Athens Area Master Gardener Program provides 
novice and seasoned gardeners with an intensive educational experi-

ence in horticulture principles, practices and pest management. Classes are 
taught by UGA faculty and other subject area experts. 
After completing the educational component of the program, participants 
perform 50 hours of volunteer service in their community before the end of 
the calendar year. Master Gardener Extension Volunteers answer gardening 
questions at the ACC Extension office, staff informational booths at farmers 
markets and local events, conduct plant clinics, help with Plant a Row for 
the Hungry gardens, assist curators at the State Botanical Garden of Geor-
gia, teach Junior Master Gardener programs at local schools and more. 
 

Question? Contact Laura Ney at lney@uga.edu 

Would you like to become an  

Athens Area Master Gardener? 

Course topics include: 

Athens-Clarke 
County 2021 Master 
Gardener Extension 
Volunteer Program 

 

Dates 

Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings, January 7 —

April 1, 2021 

 

Time 

5:45pm-8:30pm 

 

Location 

Online via Zoom 

 

Cost 

$250 

 

To apply 

Contact ACC Extension 
at (706) 613-3640 or 
email lney@uga.edu 

Return to table of contents 

The University of Georgia is committed to principles of  equal 
opportunity and affirmative action. 

• Botany & Plant Physiology 

• Soils & Plant Nutrition 

• Entomology 

• Plant Pathology & Disease 
Control 

• Landscape Design 

• Vegetable Gardening 

• Fruit Gardening 

• Herb Gardening 

• Organic Gardening 

• Annuals, Perennials & Bulbs 

• Plant Propagation 

• Composting 

• Weed Science 

• Integrated Pest Management 

APPLICATIONS  

ARE DUE   

NOVEMBER 13, 

2020 
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Concerned about the 

state of your garden? 

Are weeds taking over 

your landscape? 

No need to fear,                

Clarke is here! 

Follow @gardenwithclarke on Instagram and learn how 

to battle pests, identify weeds, build your soil and so much 

more as you garden alongside Clarke,                             

Athens-Clarke County’s super gardener! 

Return to table of contents 
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 2020 Outdoor Water Use Schedule  

This Outdoor Water Use Schedule is consistent with the Outdoor Water Use Rules set forth in the Georgia 
Water Stewardship Act that went into effect statewide on June 20, 2010 and the Georgia Drought Manage-

ment Rules, Chapter 391-3-30 Level 1 and Non-Drought Response. Water wasting prohibitions are per Athens
-Clarke County Code of Ordinances Article 7, Sec. 5-3-123. This schedule may be changed by Athens-Clarke 

County Unified Govt. of the State of Georgia due to drought conditions.                                                      

Athens-Clarke County Water Conservation Office / 706-613-3729 / ThinkAtTheSink.com  

- Drip or soaker hose irrigation                                                                                                      
- Hand watering with a hose with an automatic cut-off spray nozzle or hand-held      
container                                                                                                                                                  
- Hydroseeding                                                                                                                                  
- Irrigation of newly installed turf (for first 30 days)                                                                  
- Watering personal food gardens                                                                                                 
- Installation, maintenance, or calibration of irrigation systems                                              
- Pressure washing                                                                                                                           
- Irrigation of athletic fields, golf courses, or public turf recreational areas                                               
- Irrigation of plants for sale, resale, or installation                                                                   
- Water from personal well or alternate source (gray water, rain water, condensate)                                            
- Washing vehicles, driveways, parking lots or sidewalks WITH a shutoff valve or nozzle  

Allowed Anytime  

Allowed only between 4:00 PM - 10:00 AM  

- Automated irrigation systems                                                                                                     
- Hand watering without an automatic cut-off spray nozzle                                                    
- Lawn sprinklers      

Not allowed at anytime  
- Failing to repair or bypass a leaking sprinkler head or emitter, valve, faucet, pipe, or   
toilet                                                                                                                                                        
- Allowing tap water to flow into public rights of way such as alleys, streets, or gutters 
or onto another person’s property                                                                                               
- Operating an irrigation system during rain events exceeding 1/4 inch                                
- Washing vehicles, driveways, parking lots, or sidewalks WITHOUT using a shutoff valve 
or nozzle  

Return to table of contents 
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Like us on Facebook: 

Find My Local            

Extension Office 

 

Pest Management 

Handbook 

 

SE Ornamental    

Horticulture        

Production & IPM 

Blog 

 

Bugwood— Pest    

Images 

 

Georgia Turf 

 

Pesticide Applicator  

Info 

 

UGA Center for     

Urban Agriculture 

 

Landscape Alerts 

Online 

 

Free Online       

Webinars 

 

Georgia Certified 

Plant Professional 

 

Extension            

Publications 

Mission Statement 

The UGA Athens-Clarke County Extension’s mission is to respond 
to the people’s needs and interest in Agriculture, the Environment, 
Families, and 4-H/youth in Athens-Clarke County with unbiased, 

research-based education and information. 

Visit us online: 
Contact us: 

275 Cleveland Road                          

Bogart, GA 30622 

Phone: (706) 613-3640 

Email: lney@uga.edu 

Athens-Clarke County Extension 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Helpful resources online: 

Return to table of contents 

https://www.facebook.com/AthensClarkeCountyExtension/
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/clarke.html
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
https://site.caes.uga.edu/sehp/
https://site.caes.uga.edu/sehp/
https://site.caes.uga.edu/sehp/
https://site.caes.uga.edu/sehp/
https://www.bugwood.org/
https://www.bugwood.org/
http://caes2.caes.uga.edu/commodities/turfgrass/georgiaturf/index/index.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/landscape/
https://ugaurbanag.com/landscape/
https://ugaurbanag.com/webinars/
https://ugaurbanag.com/webinars/
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
http://extension.uga.edu/publications.html
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