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Included in this issue... 

Hello readers!  

Thank you for tuning in to the November 2024 edition of 
Shades of Green! Each month, we are going to feature local 
projects that our office sponsors as a part of a “Master Gar-

dener Project Highlight” series. This month we are featuring 
our office Demonstration Garden and native landscape. Stay 

tuned for information on using pearl millet as a pollinator 
plant and 2024 Trial Garden Classic City Award Winners. We 

hope you enjoy this month’s issue of “Shades of Green”. 
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Pearl Millet Wins Approval from Honey 

Bees and Other Pollinators 
Jessica Ryan  

Pearl millet, an annual grass used for 
grain and forage, can be a good food 
source for honey bees and hover flies, ac-
cording to a recent study. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Agricultural Research Ser-
vice (ARS) and University of Geor-
gia College of Agricultural and Environ-
mental Sciences researchers studied the 
impact of pearl millet as a source of in-
sect food by surveying insects collecting 
and consuming the sucrose-rich pollen of 
this crop. Researchers planted Tift Long-
Headed Bulk, a type of pearl millet 
known for its long candlestick-like heads, 
at a research farm in Tifton, Georgia, dur-
ing the past summer. 

According to the survey results, the most 
common insects observed feeding on Tift 
Long-Headed Bulk pearl millet were hon-
ey bees followed by lined earwigs and 
maize calligrapher hover flies. Other pol-
linators such as two-spotted longhorn 
bees, common eastern bumble bees, 
American bumble bees, sweat bees, and 
two other species of hover flies also 
feasted on the crop.  

“What makes the study and the results 
fascinating is that wind-pollinated  

grasses, like pearl millet, are rarely pro-
moted as a food source of pollinators in 
comparison to nectar-rich plants,” 
said Karen Harris-Shultz, a research ge-
neticist at the ARS Crop Genetics and 
Breeding Research Unit on the UGA Tifton 
campus. “Our research shows that pollina-
tors are utilizing grass pollen.”  

A new study from the USDA Agricultural Research 
Service and UGA College of Agricultural and Envi-
ronmental Sciences has found that pearl millet, an 
annual grass suited for conditions in the Southeast 
U.S., is a good food source for some pollinators. In 
this image, bees collect pearl millet pollen on Tift 
Long-Headed Bulk growing in Tifton, Georgia.  

https://www.ars.usda.gov/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/
http://caes.uga.edu/
http://caes.uga.edu/
https://www.caes.uga.edu/about/personnel/person.html/19923/karen-harris-shultz.html
https://www.ars.usda.gov/southeast-area/tifton-ga/crop-genetics-and-breeding-research/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/southeast-area/tifton-ga/crop-genetics-and-breeding-research/
https://tifton.caes.uga.edu/
https://tifton.caes.uga.edu/
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Harris-Shultz added that the study was al-
so the first time that lined earwigs, band-
ed cucumber beetles, two-spotted long-
horn bees, and American bumble bees 
were observed collecting or consuming 
pollen from the pearl millet crop. ARS re-
searchers in Tifton previously studied 
pearl millet as a food source for pollina-
tors in 1965, but that study has not been 
revisited since, according to Harris-Shultz. 

Harris-Shultz, CAES Department of Ento-
mology postdoctoral researcher Scott 
Clem and the rest of the research team fo-
cused on bees and other pollinators of 
grasses, especially centipede grass and 
sorghum. The researchers took an interest 
in pearl millet because of its ability to 
thrive in areas characterized by drought, 
low soil fertility and high temperatures. 

These traits make pearl millet, which is 
grown primarily in the Southeastern U.S., 
a low-input crop with great benefits for 
pollinators and farmers looking for a 
good field border plant.  

“Contrary to popular belief that 
grasses have no value to bees and 
other pollinators, this and our previ-
ous studies showed that these grass-
es can be good food sources for in-
sects and may help combat decline in 
pollinator populations,” said Harris-
Shultz. 

“In addition to being pollinators, sev-
eral of these insects, such as the hov-
er flies and lined earwigs, are im-
portant biological control agents that 
assist in sustainable pest manage-
ment.” 

The recent study and its findings 
were published in the Journal of Ento-
mological Science. 

Pearl Millet Wins Approval from Honey 
Bees and Other Pollinators 

Jessica Ryan  

https://ent.uga.edu/
https://ent.uga.edu/
https://www.caes.uga.edu/about/personnel/person.html/22683/scott-clem.html
https://www.caes.uga.edu/about/personnel/person.html/22683/scott-clem.html
https://turf.caes.uga.edu/turfgrass-species/warm-season-turfgrass/centipedegrass.html
https://meridian.allenpress.com/jes/article/doi/10.18474/JES23-91/500098/Insects-Foraging-on-Pearl-Millet-Cenchrus
https://meridian.allenpress.com/jes/article/doi/10.18474/JES23-91/500098/Insects-Foraging-on-Pearl-Millet-Cenchrus
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Local November Events 

“Autumn Splendor Lakeside Loop 

Hike” At  

Sandy Creek Park  

Saturday November 9th, 2024 

10:00 AM—2:00 PM 

Celebrate the beauty of fall with an epic day hike. 

Come along with Trails and Open Space staff on 

this seven-mile trek around Lake Chapman. Wear 

shoes for hiking and pack in essentials for this 4-

hour walk. The fall color should be spectacular. 

All minors must be accompanied by an adult.  

Fee: $3 Resident, $4 Non-resident  

Forest Fantasy  

Friday, November 8th 2024 

6 PM—7:30 PM  

Sandy Creek Nature Center, 205 Old Com-
merce RD, Athens GA  

Forests are magical, especially at night. Join us 

for this family program full of imagination. Enjoy 

building fairy houses, making sticks into wands 

and other fun activities. Costumes are encour-

aged to help create the magic!  

Pictures with Santa  

Saturday, November 16th, 2024 

9 AM  

Shady Brook Farms, 1860 Robert Hardeman 
RD, Winterville, GA  

Fun things planned, 
including a special 

mailbox for letters to 
Santa and a chance 
to get a letter back 
from Santa, activi-

ties for the children, 
and a hot cocoa bar.  

 

November Friends First Friday 

Remarkable Rainforests 

Friday, November 1st, 2024 

1 PM 

State Botanical Garden of Georgia 

An amazing array of plants and animals live in 
the tropical rainforests of the world. While they 
are located thousands of miles away, students 
can explore their unique ecosystem in the Bo-
tanical Garden’s Tropical Conservatory and 

learn how the rainforest is important to our daily 
lives. A puppet show and mural activity, a plant 
discovery hunt, searching for animals, and other 

hands-on activities.  

Holiday Artist Market at Athens 
Farmer’s market  

Saturday, November 30th 
9 AM—3 PM  

Bishop Park, 705 Sunset DR, Athens GA  
With over 90 talented vendors and more than 
6,000 attendees last year, the AFM Holiday 

Artists Markets have been a joyful celebration 
of community and creativity, and we’re excited 
to make this year even merrier! The warmth, 

generosity, and holiday spirit shared by every-
one last season was truly heartwarming, and 
we can’t wait to experience another magical 

day with ya’ll.  
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“Tallassee Forest Ramble” at the  

Tallassee Forest  

Saturday, November 16th, 2024  

10 AM—2 PM, Tallassee Forest, 706-613-

3620 

Join Trails and Open Space Staff on an explo-

ration of Tallassee Forest. We will visit points 

of interest, discuss historical land use, and fu-

ture plans for this 300 acre tract of undevel-

oped land.  



West Broad Farmers Market  

Will hold markets beginning Saturday, April 20—

December 15th, 2024 from 11 am-2 pm in the 

West Broad Neighborhood, and on the 2nd and 

4th Tuesday of the month at Athentic Brewing 

Company in Normaltown.  

Visit their website for more information. 

Find them on Facebook:  

@WestBroadMarketGarden 

The Marigold Market is returning on Saturdays  

9 am—1 pm at Pittard Park starting April 6th. The 

Monday Marigold Market (& Café) offers fresh 

produce and seasonal soup specials year-round, 

9 am—3 pm weekly at the Historic Pittard Bank 

Building. Visit their website for more information. 

Find out more on Facebook:                                  

@marigoldmarketwinterville 

Instagram:  @marigoldmarketwinterville 
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Local Farmer’s Markets  

Stay tuned for information on 

Holiday Markets happening at 

Marigold and West Broad Mar-

kets later in the month!  

https://athenslandtrust.org/our-work/comag/wbfm/
https://www.facebook.com/WestBroadMarketGarden/
https://marigoldmarket.square.site/
https://www.facebook.com/marigoldmarketwinterville/
https://www.instagram.com/marigoldmarketwinterville/?hl=en


Concerned about the 

state of your garden? 

Are weeds taking over 

your landscape? 

No need to fear,                

Clarke is here! 

Follow @gardenwithclarke on Instagram and learn how 

to battle pests, identify weeds, build your soil and so much 

more as you garden alongside Clarke,                             

Athens-Clarke County’s super gardener! 

Return to table of contents 
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Helpful resources online: 

Find My Local            

Extension Office 
 

Pest Management 

Handbook 
 

Bugwood— Pest Images 
 

                              

Georgia Turf 
 

Pesticide Applicator  

Info 
 

UGA Center for Urban       

Agriculture 

OnlineLandscape Alerts  
 

Free Online Webinars 
 

Georgia Certified Plant     

Professional 
 

Extension Publications 

Mission Statement 

The UGA Athens-Clarke County Extension’s mission is to respond 
to the people’s needs and interest in Agriculture, the Environment, 
Families, and 4-H/youth in Athens-Clarke County with unbiased, 

research-based education and information. 

Contact us: 
 

275 Cleveland Road                          
Bogart, GA 30622 

 
Phone: (706) 613-3640 
Email: lney@uga.edu 
vlc74120@uga.edu 

Like us on Facebook: Visit us online: 

Athens-Clarke County Extension 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Return to table of contents 
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http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
https://www.bugwood.org/
https://turf.caes.uga.edu/
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/landscape/
https://ugaurbanag.com/webinars/
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
http://extension.uga.edu/publications.html
https://www.facebook.com/AthensClarkeCountyExtension/
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/clarke.html

