
Shades of  Green  

Agriculture and Natural Resources  

E-Newsletter  

August 2025 



Included in this issue... 

A Note from Athens-Clarke County  

Agriculture & Natural Resources  

Hello readers!  

This month’s issue is packed full of information and events going on at our office! We es-
pecially want to highlight the Great Southeast Pollinator Census– you can join the count at 

our office on August 23rd! As always, feel free to reach out with questions to 706-613-
3640.  
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‘Top Georgia Crops’ Section of ACC Demonstration 

and Teaching Garden:  

275 Cleveland RD, Bogart GA 30622 

Please visit anytime and close the gate behind you!  



Source: Doug Tallamy 

Ongoing progress at ACC Native 

Landscape 
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Every year, students in the UGA Department  

of Crops, Genetics and Genomics receive  

the opportunity to participate in the  

Research and Extension Experience  

for Undergraduates (REEU) program.  

Students are paired together for a day  

of volunteering with a local farmer or  

farming family at the Marigold  

Farmer’s Market in Winterville. Students 
help the farmer with selling  

goods and learn first-hand what it  

takes to produce a product for the  

public. The teams then write a short  

article describing their experience at  

the market as part of a competition for  

a cash prize awarded by the department. 
The winning article is published on  

the UGA Plant Center website and in Athens
-Clarke County Extension’s Shades of  

Green. We are happy to feature this year’s  

winning article, “Blossoming at Marigold 
Market”, written by students  

Ashley Oshin and Bethany Horton. 

Students Ashley Oshin and 

Bethany Horton at Marigold 

Market in Winterville, GA  

Blossoming at Marigold Market: UGA REEU Fel-
lowship Marigold Market Service Learning and 

Outreach Project Article: 1st Place 2025  
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The moment we stepped foot onto the Marigold Farmers Market in Winterville, 

GA, we felt an overwhelming sense of connection. As participants in UGA’s Research 

and Extension Experience for Undergraduates (REEU) program for Crop Genetics and 

Genomics, we were introduced to the Marigold Market with two tasks: to volunteer 

with locals and to gain insight into the “field to table” approach to agriculture. While 

volunteering, we spoke with Lydia, a co-op member of the Market, helping her sell or-

ganic products. Through her, we gained an appreciation for the Market's accomplish-

ments in local agriculture.  

 

 When we asked Lydia about her agricultural journey, she laughed and gestured to 

her dirty shoes. “It’s not just on my clothes and under my nails,” she exclaimed, “I’ve 

got dirt in my blood!” Lydia Engelsen, organic farmer and owner of Sungate Farm, 

shared stories of her childhood in Trinidad. She conveyed how it felt to live in a time and 

place where she knew exactly what she was eating. Now as an experienced farmer in 

Georgia, she's learned considerably from her upbringing and involvement with the Mar-

ket. And as she spoke, her passion for organic, sustainable agriculture and sharing her 

knowledge with the next generation was palpable. 

 So much happens between growing produce and preparing it for consumption, 

it’s impossible to keep track of what you’re ingesting. “There’s a disconnect between 

the people and what they’re eating,” Lydia explained. The Market is intentional about 

bringing products straight from the field to patrons’ tables, fostering a sense of commu-

nity and integrity among everyone. While we were helping Lydia run a section of the 

market, a family that had purchased many items left without paying for one. Once they 

realized, they quickly came back to pay. As Lydia chatted with them, we realized that pa-

trons of the market are honest about what they buy, because the market is honest 

about what they sell. It was truly inspiring to witness. Through our experience, we grew 

a deep passion for local agricultural improvement. And like Lydia, we learned how initia-

tives like the Marigold Market can help many other communities blossom.  

Blossoming at Marigold Market: UGA REEU Fel-
lowship Marigold Market Service Learning and 

Outreach Project Article: 1st Place 2025  
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The Demo Garden is now involved with the All-American Selection (R) program, 

where we are having public displays of AAS Winners. This year we were sent a 

large collection of both veggie and ornamental seeds to grow and show. This 

fall we will be able to select a collection of plants to showcase! This is a huge 

exciting program for us, and we are just getting started. As you visit the Demo 

Garden, we hope you will take a moment to view the AAS plants! 

ACC Demonstration & Teaching Garden trials All-American  

Selection (AAS) Program Winners 2025 
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Return to table of contents 

Local July Events 

Athentic Weekly Farmer’s Market  

Thursdays 4-7 PM  

108 Park Ave, Athens GA 30601 

Join us on Thursdays from 4-7 for our local farmer's 

market filled with locally grown produce and deli-

cious treats from Athens artisanal vendors! Stand-

ard vendors include: Diamond Hill Farms, Nor-

maltown Bread Company, Katie Bee Honey, Flossie 

May Forage, Grand Designs Woodworking, and 

more to come!  

Plant Conservation: Protecting Plant Diver-
sity  

Saturday, August 9th 9 AM—1 PM 

State Botanical Garden of Georgia  

Plant conservation is an applied science that draws 
upon many fields of knowledge from ecology to hor-
ticulture, to ethics and politics. This course surveys 
threats to biodiversity in Georgia and worldwide, 

examples of rare plant research, techniques for resto-
ration and reintroduction, and ways individuals and 
organizations are making a difference in protecting 

the rare plants of Georgia.  
 

Join The Count! Great Southeast Pol-
linator Census at Athens-Clarke 

County Extension  

Saturday, August 23rd 10 am—1 pm  

We invite you to learn how to become a citizen 
scientist and participate in the Great Southeast 
Pollinator Census with us– All ages invited! We 
will spend time outdoors counting insects and 
uploading to GSPC database. Activities for kids 
will include butterfly crafts, native bee explora-

tion, and native plant information for adults!  

35th Annual Insectival  
Sunday, September 14th, 2025 12-4 PM  

State Botanical Garden of Georgia  

 

One of our largest and most well-known festivals, 
Insectival, will return to the garden this year! Par-
ticipants will meet and interact with a variety of 
entomological experts and their buggy friends. 
Activities include presenter booths, a puppet 
show and the popular butterfly release on the 

Flower Garden lawn. Join garden staff and part-
ners as we celebrate our beloved six-legged 

neighbors. Insectival is sponsored by the State Bo-
tanical Garden of Georgia, UGA Lund Club, UGA 

Department of Entomology and Georgia Museum 
of Natural History. 

Athens Water Festival  

Sandy Creek Park and Lake Chapman  

Saturday, September 6, 2025 10 AM—2PM  

Dive into the ultimate summer adventure at the 16th 
annual Athens Water Festival. Water is your quest 

during this day filled with power-up splash zones, wa-
tery obstacle courses, and more. Whether you're 
playing games, creating art, making bubbles, or 

watching the magic show, there's something for every 
player - young or old! Bring a bathing suit to run 

through the spray of water trucks and a water bottle 
to fuel up at the water monster.  

13 

Fall Wildflowers of the Georgia Pied-
mont  

Saturday, September 13th, 2025 9 AM—1 PM 

State Botanical Garden of Georgia  

Our gardens, roadsides, and meadows are aglow with 
color in the fall. In this class, students will learn to rec-
ognize the most common fall-blooming wildflowers in 
the Georgia Piedmont and be introduced to the basic 
botanical terminology used in identifying and describ-
ing fall-flowering plants, with an emphasis on plants in 
the Aster (composite) family. We will then apply that 
knowledge to plants in the field, learning to recognize 
families, genera, and species based on characteristics 

readily observable in the field.   
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Athens Farmer’s Market  

https://athensfarmersmarket.net/ 

Marigold Farmer’s Market  

https://marigoldcollectivewinterville.com/ 

https://athensfarmersmarket.net/
https://marigoldcollectivewinterville.com/


Concerned about the 

state of your garden? 

Are weeds taking over 

your landscape? 

No need to fear,                

Clarke is here! 

Follow @gardenwithclarke on Instagram and learn how 

to battle pests, identify weeds, build your soil and so much 

more as you garden alongside Clarke,                             

Athens-Clarke County’s super gardener! 

Return to table of contents 
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Helpful resources online: 

Find My Local            

Extension Office 
 

Pest Management 

Handbook 
 

Bugwood— Pest Images 
 

                              

Georgia Turf 
 

Pesticide Applicator  

Info 
 

UGA Center for Urban       

Agriculture 

OnlineLandscape Alerts  
 

Free Online Webinars 
 

Georgia Certified Plant     

Professional 
 

Extension Publications 

Mission Statement 

The UGA Athens-Clarke County Extension’s mission is to respond 
to the people’s needs and interest in Agriculture, the Environment, 
Families, and 4-H/youth in Athens-Clarke County with unbiased, 

research-based education and information. 

Contact us: 
 

275 Cleveland Road                          
Bogart, GA 30622 

 
Phone: (706) 613-3640 
Email: lney@uga.edu 
vlc74120@uga.edu 

Like us on Facebook: Visit us online: 

Athens-Clarke County Extension 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Return to table of contents 
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http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
https://www.bugwood.org/
https://turf.caes.uga.edu/
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/landscape/
https://ugaurbanag.com/webinars/
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
http://extension.uga.edu/publications.html
https://www.facebook.com/AthensClarkeCountyExtension/
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/clarke.html

