% The 4-H Messenger

Providing Athens-Clarke County Middle School students with the Latest 4-H News!
On the web: http://www.tinyurl.com/clarke4h

2025 December Issue #3
4-H Holiday Service Project

Wwﬁ%ﬂﬁ.’
X ET PR Ed PR
b ¢ % g W = g .

Hobby Lobby on December 22

Come spread holiday cheer as we help to raise money for local families in need by
“ringing the bell” for our annual Holiday Kettle Drive. Athens-Clarke County 4-H
will man the kettle at the entrance of the Hobby Lobby located at 5770 Park-way
Blvd, Athens, GA 30606 on December 22 from 11am-1pm. Join middle school and
high school 4-H’ers as we greet shoppers and highlight the spirit of giving. Students
are encouraged to devote at least 30 minutes to this worthwhile activity.

All money collected by the Holiday Kettle Drive
remains in the community to assist families in need.
Sign up for this activity in your club meeitng or email
Ms. Conway at: ebarber@uga.edu or call the 4-H office
at (706)613-3640.

The office will be closed
December 25™ -January 3™




Students attend Iumor Conference'

Middle school students from
across Georgia gathered at Rock
Eagle for the statewide Junior 4-
H Conference, joining more
than 700 members for a fun and
inspiring weekend. In addition
to exciting workshops and
recreation, Students
participated in the annual pop
tab collection for Ronald
McDonald House Charities and
enjoyed an amazing
performance by Clovers &
Company.

This year, Clarke county brought the largest delegation of students to Junior Conference!
Students who attended Junior Conference this year included Hannah Adcox, Solomon Bics,
Robin Card, Gaby Coes, Emerson deDufour, Aurelia Dewald, Charlie Edwards, Joey Edwards,
Jacqueline Freeman, Jolie Garrett, Phoebe Geisenhof, Natalie Guzman, Alivia Hart, Kaylee
Maldonado Rojas, Carmelo Salguero, Beatriz Tatarski and Kaedyn Wynder.

Cloverleaf Project Achievement (Project Fun Day)
Saturday, February 21% at the ACC Extension Facility
9:30 AM - Noon

Are You Working on Your Speech for Project Achievement?

Now’s the perfect time to get started! Choose from over 60 categories and
prepare a short, 3—6 minute informative speech for the competition. Don’t
forget to include visuals—something your audience can see that helps
them better understand your topic. Practice your presentation so you can
do your very best at the competition!

Winners will be announced during the closing assembly. Students who win
their category will advance to the District Competition on Saturday, March
21st, in Jackson County, or to the JR/SR DPA (now open to sixth graders) at
Rock Eagle, March 6-8th. For more information visit the Project
Achievement tab on our website:
http://www.tinyurl.com/clarke4h

Ready to compete? Email Ms. Conway at ebarber@uga.edu to sign up!



Last Call on Project Achievement!!!

March 6-8, 2026 may seem far away, but your portfolio is due December 18, and
you must turn it in to go to Project Achievement at Rock Eagle. So let’s get
started!
Steps to follow:
1.Go to our 4-H website for portfolio instructions: www.tinyurl.com/clarke4h
2.Pick your project area. You don’t need your exact topic yet, just the category.
o If you choose a food lab (cooking) project, you must attend a workshop at
the 4-H office.
3.Write down what you did this past year and sort your activities into the
portfolio sections like project work, helping others, leadership, citizenship,
4-H events, and anything else you were involved in. Use your calendar or
notes to help you remember.
4. Type your portfolio. Be clear and detailed so the judge (who doesn’t know
you) can understand what you did.
5.Your portfolio text must fit on two typed pages—no pictures or clip art on
these pages.
6.Take photos for your supporting materials. Juniors need one photo page.
7.Need help? Call the 4-H office to set up a meeting.
8.Email a draft to Ms. Conway for feedback: ebarber@uga.edu
9.Turn it in by December 18! Don’t be late!

4-H Happenings!

Important Dates to Remember:

Junior Portfolio (7th/8™ graders) DUE...........ccceeuereeeeererererereeeerereseseseseseseessesesesessnens December 18
Kettle Drive Service Project at HODDY LODDY .........ceeeeeereeeireceereeeecceeecceeecneeecsneencnne December 22
Cloverleaf County Project Achievement (5th/6th graders) at ACC 4-H Office.......... February 21
Cloverleaf District Project Achievement (5th/6th graders) at Jackson County......... March 21
Junior/Senior Project Achievement at Rock Eagle...........ccccccvvevirnvvinnnviniccnnncecnnnen. March 6-8
4-H Summer Camp INfOrmation.........cceeveeeeeeeeereeeeereeerseensreeessreeessseeesseeessseesssneessnes January
Meeting

Cloverleaf Camp at Rock Eagle (6th Graders)..........cccccceeeereveireericerisercseencsereccecseennne June 22-26

Junior Camp at Burton 4-H Center (7th/8th Graders).......cccccceeevuereeverecreerecreeeereeenne. June 8-12




On November 11", 4-Hers from all
over Clarke County participated in
our annual Consumer Judging
competition. During the
competition students were asked to | i 8 |
rank/judge items for purchase based Ut 7w suing Comes
on a given scenario. Students were Sdmimll
also asked to give a short

commercial about cotton! The
Clarke County team placed 2™
overall at the competition!
Students that competed included Joey Edwards, Charlie Edwards, Jacquliene Freeman,
Jolie Garrett, Kaylee Maldonado Rojas, Emerson deDufor, Teagan deDufor, Yuliana
Heard, Kylie Pierson, Joan James and Shenandoah Viores.

Clarke County Rocks 80's Trivia!
On November 24, Clarke County hosted g i BN = e
this year’s Northeast trivia contest! ’ v ' A
The theme for this year’s contest was
80's trivia. Along with trivia, students
participated in a murder mystery, 80's
costume contest and a share fair.
Clarke county students who
participated were Miracle Brown,
Emerson deDufor, Jacqueline Freeman
and Shenandoah Viores!
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