
Improving Profitability in Corn by Providing Local Data for Corn Hybrid Selection 

 

Summary 

Many local growers had taken corn out of their crop rotations because depressed prices of corn gave 

cotton and peanuts a better opportunity for return on investment. However, corn prices have made a 

rebound in the past two years, which has attracted the attention of many local growers. One issue that 

some of these prospective corn growers faced was what variety to plant. Seed developers rotate corn 

hybrids every few years so it is difficult to stay up to date on which hybrid is the best to plant. In 

response to this the Evans and Candler Counties ANR Agent conducted a local corn variety trial to 

evaluate popular corn hybrids. 

Situation 

Local growers have decided to shift a considerable amount of their crop acres into corn this year. Corn 

prices were above 6 dollars per bushel for the 2021 crop year so many growers were interested in 

planting corn and diversifying their crop rotations, but many of these growers had not planted corn in 

years and were not sure which corn hybrid would be the best fit for Evans and Candler Counties.  

Response  

The Evans and Candler Counties ANR Agent collaborated with the current UGA Grains Specialist Dr. 

Corey Bryant and local corn producer Bell Farms to establish an on-farm trial that compared seven corn 

hybrids that were subjected to the same field conditions. This on-farm trial offered the opportunity for 

the agent and local growers to see how different corn hybrids respond to the local environmental 

conditions in Southeast Georgia. The corn hybrids in this on-farm trial were monitored throughout the 

growing season and at harvest the corn yields and test weights were weighed and recorded.  

Impact  

As a result of conducting a local on-farm corn trial, corn producers have had the opportunity to see the 

growth characteristics and performance data on seven different corn hybrids. The top performing corn 

hybrid yielded 236 bushels per acre and the lowest yielded 190 bushels per acre. This means selecting 

the wrong hybrid could cost growers 46 bushels of corn per acre. Assuming corn is 6 dollars per bushel, 

by selecting the wrong corn variety it could cost a grower $276 per acre in gross profit. If a grower plants 

500 acres of corn and chooses the highest performing corn hybrid that farm could potentially earn an 

additional $138,000 for that corn crop versus selecting the lowest yielding hybrid. Based on the 2180 

acres of corn planted in Candler and Evans County for the 2021 crop year the results of the on-farm corn 

trial could beneficially impact the economy of these two counties by $601,680.  


