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4-H Equips Bibb Youth for Success 
By Courtney McElveen, 4-H Agent 

 

Have you ever found yourself telling a child, “oh, you are 

too young to do that”?  While this may be the 

appropriate response for some situations, does it always 

have to be?  Maybe a child’s involvement in something 

will look different from an adult, but that does not mean 

they are always “too young.”  

4-H believes in empowering the youth of today.  Youth 

often live their lives waiting in anticipation to become  

adults.  In their waiting, they fail to realize how much of 

an impact they can have on the world right now!  In Bibb 

County 4-H, we want to help our youth see the potential they already possess and 

encourage them to stop waiting to make a difference.  

Our 4-H’ers in the 4th – 8th grade are learning with first-hand experience, what it 

means to be active citizens of Bibb County, while our high school 4-H’ers are gaining 

leadership experience through assisting younger 4-H’ers in their learning process.  Our 

goal is to better Macon, not only through community service projects, but also by 

equipping the youth of Bibb County to be successful both now and in their futures.  

Do you want the young people in your life to know the power they currently possess 

in their youth?  If so, I encourage you to get them involved.  Our 4th – 8th graders 

meet the first Monday of every month at the Extension office from 6-7 PM, where we 

focus on ways they can give back to their community.  Our high school students also 

meet on the first Monday of the month at the Extension office from 7:30-8:30 PM.  

We hope to see you there! 4-H’ers participate in a trash pick-up  



 

William Green Lee Camellia Garden 
Master Gardeners Support a Hidden Treasure 

 

By Karol Kelly, ANR Agent 

 

Dr. Lee, a resident of Shirley Hills during the early to mid-

1900’s, was an avid hobby horticulturist and one of the 

co-founders of the American Camellia Society.  Thanks to 

the work of Macon-Bibb County Parks and Beautification, 

with support of volunteers like the Bibb County Master 

Gardeners, his legacy can now be enjoyed by all at one of 

Macon’s newer greenspaces, the Dr. William Green Lee 

Camellia Garden.   

Located near Jackson Springs Park and the head of the 

Ocmulgee Heritage Trail, at 976 Glenridge Drive, the park 

features numerous varieties of Camellia japonica and 

Camellia sasanqua.  Camellias are one of the few plants 

that wow in the landscape during the grey, waning days 

of winter.  Many of the white, red, and pink blooms 

found in the park are unnamed varieties, but beautiful 

nonetheless.    

The 5-acre park, a portion of the original 12.5-acre Lee 

Estate, was acquired by the City of Macon in 2008.  Having 

lacked attention over a period of decades, the land was overgrown with non-native invasive species, such as the 

Chinese parasol tree and English ivy.  Through a multi-year invasive removal project, the beauty of the camellias has 

been restored.  

If you haven’t had a chance to take a stroll in one of Macon’s hidden treasures, hurry so you don’t miss this year’s show! 

Bibb Master Gardeners support the Dr. William Green Lee           
Camellia Garden with an invasive plant removal workday. 



Spring Up! 
By Keishon Thomas, FACS Agent 

 



Month–by-Month Spring Garden and Landscape Tasks 

UGA Extension makes many online resources available to support Georgians 
as they grow food and ornamentals and care for their landscapes. 

 

MARCH 

 Soil test to determine the nutritional needs of your garden or lawn:  https://
extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=C896.  

 Make second plantings of quickly-maturing cool season vegetable crops, such as turnips, 
radishes, and "spring onions."  For information on home vegetable gardening, see 
https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/B%20577_6.PDF.  

 Prune fruit trees, non-flowering shrubs, and summer-blooming ornamentals.  Wait 
to prune ornamentals that bloom through May until after they bloom. 

 Remove any remaining dead plant debris from the previous season.  Good sanitation 
in the garden helps to control plant disease. 

 Early in the month, apply preemergence herbicide to turf areas to control warm season weeds.  Call the Extension 
office for recommendations. Remember to irrigate your lawn after applying a weed-preventing herbicide. DO NOT 
APPLY FERTILIZER to turfgrass until the first of May.   

 

APRIL 

 Plant warm-season vegetable crops and 
herbs:  https:/secure.caes.uga.edu/
extension/publications/files/html/B577/
B577PlantingChart.pdf. 

 Plant summer seasonal  color beds.  Consider 
using a slow-release fertilizer at the 
bottom of planting holes. 

 Consider using some type of drip irrigation 
in the vegetable garden and flower beds to 
help protect against disease. 

 Remove faded blooms of spring-flowering 
bulbs, but allow the foliage to remain to 
store energy for next year’s flowers. 

 Apply mulch in flower and vegetable      
gardens to suppress weeds and disease, to 
regulate soil temperature, to retain even 
soil moisture, and to promote soil health 
as organic mulches break down. 

 

MAY 

 Make succession plantings of warm season 
vegetables. 

 Control grass and weeds in flower and    
vegetable gardens. 

 Regularly scout garden areas for issues 
with insects or disease so they can be dealt 
with while the problem is small.  

 Fertilize turfgrass.  
 Maintain a healthy lawn:  https://

turf.caes.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-
subsite/georgiaturf/docs/pcrp2020/
Basic_Turfgrass_Management.pdf. 
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