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You know that agriculture in the largest industry in Georgia with a $14.1 billion farmgate value in 2014. 
However, that figure is strictly a value of all food and fiber commodities produced in Georgia and does 
not include any direct or indirect processing or agribusiness values. In 2013 agriculture accounted for a 
$72.5 billion economic output contribution to Georgia’s $826.6 billion economy. But do you know what 
crops had the highest farmgate value in our area? I’m going to walk you through the leaders in Webster 
and Stewart Counties. 
 
In 2014 Webster County had a total farmgate value of $27 million, which ranked 120th in Georgia. Row 
crops made up nearly half of that number, with a farmgate value of $13.2 million. Cotton and peanuts 
made up 90% of the row crops with nearly 11,000 acres of cotton and 5,700 acres of peanuts. Other row 
crops grown included corn, soybeans, wheat, hay, rye, sorghum, and oats. Timber sold represented a 
value of $3.7 million, while hunting leases for deer and turkey were estimated at $1.4 million. 
 
Livestock was another large part of the farmgate value in Webster County at $3.1 million, primarily in 
beef cows and stockers. That figure also included the farmgate value for horses, goats, and pigs. Pecans 
had a farmgate value of $1.4 million, while crop insurance and government payments also provided 
value to the farmers. 
 
In 2014 Stewart County had a total farmgate value of $22 million, which ranked 126th in Georgia. Timber 
made up 38% of that number, with a farmgate value of $8.4 million. Another 25% was from row crops. 
Cotton and peanuts made up 87% of the row crops with 4,700 acres of cotton and 2,500 acres of 
peanuts. Other row crops grown included corn, soybeans, hay, and wheat. Hunting leases for deer and 
turkey were estimated to have a farmgate value of $2.8 million, both ranked in the top 10 in Georgia. 
 
Livestock was another part of the farmgate value in Stewart County at over $550,000, primarily in beef 
cows and horses. That figure also includes the farmgate value for goats and pigs. Poultry had a farmgate 
value of $1.7 million. Pecans had a farmgate value of $1.1 million, while government payments also 
provided value to the farmers. 
 
So did you know what the top commodities were for your county? One thing to remember is these 
farmgate values are not income or profits but give us an idea of the most prevalent agricultural 
commodities in Georgia and more specifically Webster and Stewart Counties. 
 
I am thankful every day for the hard work and determination that our farmers exhibit as they produce 
the food and fiber to feed and clothe not just our country but the world. Let’s take a moment as we 
enter this season of Thanksgiving to thank these farmers, because without them, the world would be 
pretty cold and hungry. 


