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Dates to 
Remember 
 
Thursday, July 14 
Sunbelt Ag Expo 
Field Day 
Moultrie 
 
Saturday, October 15 
Webster County 4-H 
Fall Carnival 
 
As Scheduled 
One on one pesticide 
trainings 
 

By Dr. Bob Kemerait, Extension Plant Pathologist 
 

Southern Corn Rust – Southern corn rust has been found in numerous counties across 
south Georgia – Seminole, Pierce, Wayne, Pulaski, and probably Bulloch. So it’s here. 
Southern corn rust could threaten corn production anywhere on the Coastal Plain of 
Georgia. 
 
Corn is likely "safe" when it reaches the "dough" stage. 
 
If northern corn leaf blight is not a problem in a field, then growers have many fungicide 
options, to include tebuconazole to manage rust. For longer protective windows or where 
NCLB is also a problem, growers should apply strobilurin or fungicides that include 
some combination of strobilurins, triazoles, and SDHI active ingredients. 
 
Asian Soybean Rust – The latest finds are in kudzu in Decatur and Lowndes County to 
go with finds in Miller, Grady, Baker, and Brooks Counties. There is no doubt that our 
soybean crop will be affected this year. I would not apply a fungicide prior to flowering; 
however, somewhere between flowering and early pod development I am confident in 
recommending use of a fungicide. 

Diseases Update 

Sitting on the side of the field… 
This has to be applied uniformly across the field for the peanuts to get benefit from it. 
Sitting on the pile it’s useless. 
     Words of wisdom from a wise sage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use a pegging soil sample (3 inches deep, next to the peanut row soon after emergence). If 
you have at least 500 lb/a of soil test calcium AND if your calcium to potassium ratio is 
3:1 or better, than you don’t need to apply gypsum. If you do not meet EITHER of these 
requirements then you need to apply 1000 lb/a gypsum at early bloom. All peanuts grown 
for seed should automatically receive this gypsum application regardless of soil test 
calcium levels.  Glenn Harris, Extension Soil Scientist 



 

 

 

Contact the Extension Office 
Dr. Laura A. Griffeth 
County Extension Agent 
229.828.2325 (Phone) 
lgriffet@uga.edu 
 
General Information 
Webster County Extension Office 
P.O. Box 89 
Preston, GA 31824 
229.828.2325 (Phone) 
229.828.5901 (Fax) 
uge4307@uga.edu 

Wild Hog Control 
 
While I wish we had no wild hogs to deal 
with, this is how I like mine.  
 
 

David Kohl: 6 tips for working through tight margins 
Apr 27, 2016 by Amanda Radke in BEEF Daily 
 
To weather volatile times in the cattle business, it takes some strategic 
planning. Economist David Kohl shares six tips for making it through 
times of tight or negative margins. Kohl offered six tips for agricultural 
families to work through tight or negative margins. Whether you’re a 
cattle rancher or a farmer, we all go through cycles in the market. To 
weather the lows, he suggests that producers: 
 
1. Use an advisory team – “Get a mentor and work closely with 
individuals who can help make your business more successful,” he said. 
Your advisory team might include an ag banker, lawyer, nutritionist, 
veterinarian, commodity broker, seasoned cattlemen or other mentors who 
can pass down knowledge gained through experience. 
 
2. Economic cycle vs. management – Isolate the reasons your operation 
may be struggling right now, Kohl suggests. If it’s a cyclical downturn 
because of the environment, that’s one thing, but if it’s poor management 
decisions, “That’s a much bigger problem,” he says. 
 
3. Celebrate progress – Whether it’s having to buckle down on the family 
living expenses or you’re working to eliminate some debt, Kohl said it’s 
important to celebrate mini-victories because financial management is 
often very emotional for people. 
 
4. Get your spouse involved – The biggest mistake producers can make, 
Kohl says, is keeping their spouses in the dark about the goals of the 
business and the finances. “It’s a team effort,” he says. “Don’t forget to 
include your spouse in the decision-making process.” 
 
5. Document everything – Know how you spend both your time and 
money and document everything with a paper trail, he suggests. “Know 
where you’ve overspent on your budget and make changes before these 
decisions burn the farm down,” he advises. 
 
6. Have a business plan – “Prioritize your goals for the operation and ask 
yourself if your ranch model sets you up to be around in 10-15 years,” says 
Kohl. “Be honest with yourself and make changes to your business plan if 
necessary.” 



Peanut Pointers 
June 2016 – Volume 53 Number 6 
Dr. Scott Monfort, editor 
 
Replanting Late-Planted Peanuts 
Dr. R. Scott Tubbs, Extension Cropping Systems Agronomist 
 
There were quite a few calls in May regarding decisions to replant sub-optimal peanut stands. Research trials 
comparing early vs late planting dates and timing of replanting showed that with late May planted peanuts, it 
was imperative that the decision to replant was triggered quickly (within two weeks of the initial planting date) 
to have any chance at successfully improving yield. Peanuts planted in early to mid-May are large enough now 
that they would out-compete a replanted (by supplemental planting next to the original row) peanut plant. For 
initial planting dates in late May, waiting beyond two weeks to trigger replanting would push the replanted 
peanuts too late to reach full maturity, especially when competing with larger peanut plants from the original 
plant stand. It may still be possible to achieve an economical return from replanting late planted peanuts, but 
expectations should be tempered compared to early season peanuts when there is more response time for the 
replanted peanuts to grow. 
 
 
Entomology 
Dr. Mark Abney, Extension Entomologist 
 
Early June is the time in the growing season that we generally see some of the worst looking thrips damage in 
peanut, but it is also the time that adult thrips dispersal tapers off and the crop really starts to grow. Fields with 
heavy thrips damage at 30 days after planting the first week of June will very often look a lot better 10 days 
later, especially with the addition of some moisture. 
 
There have been several reports over the last seven days of heliothine caterpillars (corn earworm/tobacco 
budworm) in peanut. Fields that are not being scouted regularly are at risk of severe defoliation if caterpillar 
infestations go undetected. Growers should be reminded that tobacco budworm will not be controlled with a 
pyrethroid, so identifying the pest and choosing the correct insecticide is important. Caterpillars are easiest to 
kill when they are small. 
 
High numbers of three cornered alfalfa hoppers (TCAH) were also noted in some fields last week. What impact 
these early season infestations will have on peanut is mostly a guess. I do not like to see a lot of broad spectrum 
insecticides applied to peanut this time of year, so I would lean toward not treating TCAH unless populations get 
really high and nymphs are present. As I write this, it is raining hard in Tifton, but until today it has been hot and 
dry. County agents do not need me to tell them that hot and dry is a recipe for lesser cornstalk borer and two 
spotted spider mite. If we add some pyrethroids or organophosphates to that mix, we just increased our 
chances of developing a problem that is very difficult to solve. 
 
There are some lesser cornstalk borers in Georgia peanut fields. The tropical storm will probably help us some 
over the coming days, but if we return to hot and dry conditions over the next few weeks, we will need to keep a 
close watch on our non-irrigated acres. 
 
 
Tropical Storm Season 
Pam Knox, Agricultural Climatologist 
 
June is the start of the Atlantic tropical season, and as I write this, Tropical Storm Colin is bearing down on the 
Southeast. I expect that some parts of the Southeast peanut growing area will see several inches of rain from 
the storm, causing problems for crops in the field and increasing the potential for diseases in the coming weeks. 
El Nino is all but gone, and predictions for the neutral season that follows indicate that normal to above normal 



tropical activity is likely this year. If you are in the path of one of the storms, then you could see a lot of rain, 
depending on how fast the storm is moving (the faster the storm, the less rain at any one point). Areas outside 
the path can be quite dry under air that is sinking away from the center of the storm. 
 
The below-normal rainfall conditions are expected to last through fall and into next winter, especially if a full-
blown La Nina follows the neutral summer as it has in five out of six previous years following a strong El Nino. 
This means that fall is likely to be drier than average, and winter will most likely be both warmer and drier than 
usual, especially in south Georgia. Because of this, soil moisture could be quite short at the start of the 2017 
growing season. 
 
I will try to post tropical updates in my blog at http://blog.extension.uga.edu/climate, so feel free to follow me 
there. NOAA's National Hurricane Center is the official source of tropical weather information and can be found 
at http://www.hurricanes.gov. And remember, if you see water flowing over a road from hurricanes or from 
local thunderstorms, “Turn around, don’t drown.” Even if the road looks solid, you don’t know if it has been 
undermined by the running water. Flowing water has surprising strength and only a few inches can push even a 
big truck off the road. Don’t be the star of the next YouTube video showing people what NOT to do in a flood, 
and keep yourself safe. 
 
 
Peanut Disease Update: June Marks the Onset of Fungicide Programs 
Dr. Bob Kemerait, Extension Plant Pathologist 
 
Yesterday Tropical Storm Colin entered Georgia from the Gulf of Mexico and cut a swath across the most 
important peanut production areas of the state. Tifton received a steady, soaking rain for much of the day as did 
many other parts of the region. Rain in amounts of three inches or more were not uncommon. This storm and 
the subsequent rain will have impact on diseases affecting peanuts (and other crops). However, the timing of 
the storm NOW, in early June, means that this rainfall coincides with the time when many growers are beginning 
their fungicide program. Also, it is the time when the peanut plant is shifting from vegetative growth to 
reproductive growth (flowering). 
 
A storm such as TS Colin can have the following impacts: 
 

A. Rain is obviously essential for growth of the crop. A vigorously growing crop will soon develop a canopy 
of leaves that “traps” humidity and prolongs periods of leaf wetness within the canopy. Such increases 
risk for leaf spot and white mold diseases. 

 
B. Rain and overcast skies will cool soil temperatures. Cooler soil temperatures help to manage diseases 

like Aspergillus crown rot. 
 
C. Rain will bring water essential for infection of fungal pathogens and spread of disease. 
 
D. Overcast skies will prolong periods of leaf-wetness, further increasing the opportunity for disease 

development. 
 
E. Abundant rainfall often keeps growers out of the field for days or even a week, delaying fungicide 

applications. 
 
Within a month after planting, the peanut crop enters the window where a traditional disease management 
program begins. An important principle of disease management on any crop is to apply fungicides prior to 
disease onset. 
 
The most important disease observed thus far in 2016 has been Aspergillus crown rot, a fungal disease that is 
our most common seedling disease. It is often diagnosed by the abundant black/sooty sporulation on the crown 



of the plant, typically just below the soil surface. The disease is most common in very hot and dry soils where 
the tender taproot and shoot is scorched by the surrounding soil, thus creating injury that is exploited by the 
fungus. The disease is also found where lesser corn stalk borers are a problem. Fungicide seed treatments, like 
Dynasty PD, are effective in managing this disease but can suffer when conditions favor crown rot. In-furrow 
applications of a product like Abound can also reduce outbreaks of Aspergillus crown rot. Foliar fungicide 
applications after disease is observed have not been especially helpful. NOTE: Where the disease is wide-spread 
in a field, I often find that the grower has planted "farmer-saved seed". For whatever reason, perhaps a quality 
issue, or a storage issue, or a seed-treatment issue, farmer-saved seed tends to be more severely affected. The 
rains from Tropical Storm Colin will greatly cool the soils in many peanut fields and reduce the severity of 
Aspergillus crown rot. Irrigation can also help to reduce impact of crown rot. 
 
Tomato spotted wilt is showing up more and more on young peanuts. It was my observation that feeding injury 
from thrips was severe on both cotton and peanuts this year; I am concerned that we may see more TSWV this 
year than we have in the recent past. While there is nothing to be done at this point, being able to diagnose the 
problem and to explain why the disease has occurred in a field is helpful to growers. 
 
White mold on peanuts: I have not seen white mold on peanuts thus far in 2016, but strong early-season growth 
of the peanut plants coupled with very warm soil temperatures can set the stage (as in 2015) for a "white mold 
year". The 2016 year may also be problematic for white mold because A) many growers are on shorter rotations 
and B) because of the price of peanuts, growers may be reluctant to spend more money on “premium” 
products. 
 
Growers can begin a white mold fungicide program earlier than the traditional “60 days after planting” in a 
number of different ways. Two popular ways include banding a white mold fungicide like Proline early in the 
season and also by mixing a fungicide like tebuconazole with early leaf spot fungicide applications. 
 
 
Mid-Season Irrigation for Peanuts 
Dr. Wesley Porter, Extension Irrigation Specialist 
 
We have been getting sporadic rainfall and periods of hot and dry weather recently. The early rainfall was good, 
but then the periods of hot dry weather have really hurt some of the dryland crops and caused some irrigation 
systems to be operated near continually. Below is the water use curve for peanuts. This update is going to focus 
on peanuts that were planted in the months of April and May (which should be most if not all peanuts in GA!). 
 
Ideally by this point peanut planting has finished up, and crops should be emerged and growing well. If you were 
able to take advantage of the early warm weather and get peanuts planted in the April through early May time 
frame, you are moving into peak water requirements in about a month. You are currently (throughout the 
month of June) around requiring 1 to 1.75 inches per week. If you missed that first window and have just 
finished up planting your peanuts in the month of May, then you are still at a low water use stage. You are 
ranging somewhere between 0.2 and 0.8 inches required per week. Overwatering can hurt just as much as 
under-watering. Focus on keeping a record of local rainfall events and especially your irrigation applications. Just 
blindly irrigating a set number of times per week throughout the season will not aid you in properly meeting 
your requirements for the crop. Irrigating blindly will also not help in maximizing yield potential nor profit 
potential. Remember this requirement is IRRIGATION and RAINFALL! Irrigation may not even be required in the 
first few weeks! 
 
Good record keeping and a sound irrigation scheduling strategy can aid significantly in increasing profitability in 
multiple ways, including reductions in irrigation applications, correlating to reductions in energy requirements, 
and potentially increases in yield. 
 
 
 



 



GEORGIA AGRICULTURE SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS  
An informational guide for the G.A.T.E. (Georgia Ag Tax Exemption) program 

 

 
This guidance document was compiled as a member service for agribusinesses and qualified ag producers that use GATE certificates. This resource may 
be used to help identify items that are and are not exempt from sales tax in Georgia. The information does not constitute written tax guidance issued by 
the Georgia Dept. of Revenue or any other regulatory agency.  It is subject to change as additional clarifications are made. (MAY 2016) 

 
         

www.gfb.org 

Machinery, Equipment & Facilities 
• Machinery and equipment used for agricultural 

production, processing, and service operations 
• Motor oil, oil filters, grease, lube, and hydraulic fluid 

for ag machinery and equipment 
• Repair and replacement parts to be used on ag 

production and processing machinery and equipment 
• Equipment used in the storage, packaging, and 

processing of ag products 
• Commercial lawnmowers if used to maintain areas 

around chicken houses and other farm structures  
• Chainsaws and other hand-held tools used more than 

50% in an ag operation 
• ATVs and off-road vehicles used for farm, ag 

processing, and ag service purposes 
• Self-propelled crop fertilizer and chemical sprayers 
• Trailers for transport, shipment, and distribution of 

ag products including livestock trailers 
• Employee safety equipment 
• Welding equipment, excluding shield gases, if used 

for farm/ag processing applications or repairs, and 
for repairs on exempt property or poultry houses 

• Grain bins 

Plants; Crops; Irrigation 
• All fertilizers, pesticides, growth regulators, and all 

other plant protectants used for ag applications 
• Seeds, seedlings, and plants grown from cuttings 
• Equipment used in production greenhouses (hoses, 

trays, shades, hangers, tables) 
• Packaging materials used for plant production, 

processing, and packing such as liners, bins, and 
containers 

• Irrigation units and systems 
• PVC pipe to be used for irrigation purposes 
• Ice and other refrigerants used to cool ag products in 

storage facilities, delivery trucks  

 

Livestock & Poultry 

• All feed used specifically for ag production or 
services of qualified livestock, fish, bee, and poultry 
operations 

• Livestock and poultry drugs and instruments used 
for the administration of such drugs 

• Feed and other items for qualified horse facilities  
• Cattle, hogs, sheep, horses, poultry, goats, fish, and  

bees when sold for breeding purposes 
• Items designed for husbandry on animal ag 

operations  
• Fencing for livestock and poultry facilities 
• Materials used for meat and dairy production, 

processing, and packing  
• Equipment used for required ag operation cleaning  

 

Energy; Fuel; Shipping 
• Off-road (dyed) diesel used for ag purposes 
• Other fuels (propane, butane, LPG, CNG, electricity, 

wood, wood products/by-products) for ag operation 
use 

• Energy sources for ag purposes. These must be 
metered separately from energy used for non-ag 
purposes, unless the non-ag use purpose represents 
10% or less of total use 

• Shipping or freight on items that are qualified as tax 
exempt 

 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE NOT FARM 
INPUTS; SALES TAX MUST BE COLLECTED 
• Clothes, boots, and other apparel. 
• Food and drinks for human consumption. 
• Concrete pads, barns, greenhouses, strand metal 
buildings, and other buildings (other than grain 
bins). These structures are considered real property. 
• Gasoline or on-road (clear, non-dyed) diesel, 
including aviation gasoline. 
• Plants, fertilizer, pine straw, and other items used for 
aesthetic/landscaping purposes. 
• Pet food and supplies for domestic animals including 
dogs, cattle/herding dogs, cats, birds, etc. 
• Energy, cell phones or supplies used for 
residential/administrative purposes. 
• Any motorized vehicles designed for on-road use. 
• Replacement parts for on-road use motor vehicles. 
• Property or fixtures attached to barns, greenhouses, 
and other metals buildings such as electrical wiring, 
HVAC, windows, and doors. These are considered real 
property.  
• Guns, ammunition, hunting supplies, etc. 
• ATVs and off-road vehicles not used for ag purposes. 
• Crushed rock/gravel for road or path construction. 
• Fish used for aesthetic or weed/algae control for 
pond irrigation (Koi, Grass Carp, etc.) 
• Animals that are not cattle, hogs, sheep, other 
livestock, poultry, or bees. 

• Shipping or freight on items that are not qualified as 
tax exempt ag inputs. 

GATE cardholders are subject to audit by the  
Georgia Department of Revenue. Misuse of the 

GATE card may result in an assessment of taxes, 
penalties, and interest.  

PLEASE RESPECT THE PROGRAM 
BY FOLLOWING THE RULES. 

Not Exempt Exempt 

REPORT GATE CARD ABUSE: 
Call 1-877-423-6711; Press Option 3 

 

 

For questions about the GATE card, contact:  
Georgia Department of Agriculture 

1-855-327-6829 
 

For questions about item exemptions, contact: 
Georgia Department of Revenue  

1-877-423-6711 
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Cotton Ginning Cost-Share (CGCS) Program

OVERVIEW

The Cotton Ginning Cost-Share (CGCS) program 
provides cost-share assistance payments to cotton 
producers with a share in the 2015 cotton crop. The 
CGCS program was established under the statutory 
authority of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
Charter Act and is under the administration of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA).

The sign-up period for the CGCS program is 
June 20, 2016, through Aug. 5, 2016.

The CGCS program is a program that provides cotton 
producers with cost-share payments for their cotton 
ginning costs based on their share of 2015 cotton 
plantings.

Through the CGCS program, eligible producers can 
receive a one-time cost share payment, which is based 
on a producer’s share of 2015 cotton acres reported to 
FSA multiplied by a payment rate equal to 40 percent of 
the average ginning cost for each production region. The 
payment rates are as follows:

• $47.44 for the Southeast (AL, FL, GA, NC, SC, 
VA);

• $56.26 for the Mid-South (AR, IL, KY, LA, MS, 
MO, TN);

• $36.97 for the Southwest (KS, OK, TX); and
• $97.41 for the West (AZ, CA, NM).

For example, a Texas cotton producer who reported 
100 acres planted to cotton and has a 100 percent stake 
in the production, would receive a CGCS program 
payment of $3,697.

Calculation: CGCS Program Cost Share Payment =
                                   acres x share x cost share rate
                     $3,697 = 100 x 100% x $36.97 (Southwest)

All CGCS program payments are based on the acreage 
reporting the cotton producer filed at their local FSA 
service center.

LIMITATIONS

The CGCS program only applies to cotton producers 
who have an interest/share in 2015 cotton acres as 
reported to FSA county offices on form FSA-578. Cost 

share payments are capped at $40,000 per individual or 
entity. CGCS program payments do not count against 
the 2014 Farm Bill payment limitations.

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for a CGCS program payment, each 
applicant is required to be a person or legal entity who 
was actively engaged in farming in 2015 and who 
complies with requirements including, but not limited 
to, those pertaining to highly erodible land conservation 
and wetland conservation provisions, commonly 
referred to as the conservation compliance provisions.

A producer’s 3-year average adjusted gross income 
may not exceed $900,000 in order to be eligible CGCS 
payments.

WHERE TO FILE THE APPLICATION

CGCS program applications can be submitted to FSA 
either in person, by FAX or by email.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

For more information about the CGCS program, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/cgcs or contact your local FSA 
office. To find your local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.
_________________________________________
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gen-
der identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital 
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, politi-
cal beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or 
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies 
and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) 
should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other 
than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimina-
tion Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/com-
plaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA 
and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy 
of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to 
USDA by:

1)   mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant
      Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
      Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
2)   fax: (202) 690-7442; or
3)   email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



Use “cow-pie-ology” to monitor your herd’s nutritional status 
June 8, 2016 Burt Rutherford, BEEF magazine 
 
American philosopher Yogi Berra once opined that you can observe a lot by just watching. And he’s right. But have you 
ever thought to apply that idea to cow pies? 
 
Body condition scores (BCS) have been promoted for a long time as a way to monitor the general nutritional status of a 
cow herd. And for good reason. Cows with a lower BCS don’t milk as well and don’t breed back as well. But, says cow-
calf consultant Dan E. Gary of Amarillo, Texas, owner of Adobe Walls Nutrition, BCS and the dullness or shine of the hair 
coat reflects what has been going on the past several weeks. To get an idea of your herd’s nutritional status today, he 
suggests applying some cow-pie-ology. 
 
“There is no better method of determining the nutritional condition of cattle than the visual observation of manure,” 
Gary says. Years of research have documented that, as manure piles stack up, more protein is needed. That’s because 
passage rate through the digestive system slows down and instead of a cow pie, there’s a cow stack. Conversely, excess 
protein results in thin manure. 
 
So what do you look for? “I believe that after weaning, the cow-pie-ology can be 3 to 5 inches and cows gaining weight 
and putting on condition,” he says. “However, if you have cattle that have slipped and you need to improve body 
condition, I recommend maintaining the cow-pie-ology at 2 to 4 inches,” he says. “Beginning three weeks pre-calving, it 
is a good idea to attempt to have the average manure piles between 2 and 4 inches high, flat and without layers. As piles 
begin to stack higher, layers will be evident.” 
 
The key is to look for the average. “Regardless of the nutritional level, there will always be some thin piles as well as 
some stacked piles,” he says. And he adds, as you become more efficient at cow-pie-ology, you’ll realize that each 
pasture is different and each set of cattle are different and may require different amounts of feed. 
 
The toughest time to stay on top of cows nutritionally is the first few weeks of green-up, he says. This is the only time of 
the year when cow-pie-ology doesn’t work as well. That’s because the percent protein in the grass is high and manure 
will be thin, but often the cattle are not getting enough total protein and TDN. “During this time, my philosophy has 
always been to feed the cattle more than I think they need, just for insurance. You may spend a couple dollars more, but 
it will come back to you in weaning rate and weaning weight.” 
 
Protein declines as grasses mature and turn brown, and many ranchers in Gary’s area of the Texas Panhandle, Oklahoma 
Panhandle and Eastern New Mexico supplement winter pastures with protein cake, or cubes. Feeding two or three times 
a week is an excellent time to do a little cow-pie-ology. 
 
But do it right. Research shows that manure piles should be read where cattle are at rest. “The water troughs are perfect 
locations to observe cow-pie-ology because, if cattle trot only a couple hundred yards to the cake wagon, the manure 
piles will be thinner than if the same cattle were observed at rest,” he says. This is a good reason to feed later in the 
morning, when cattle are on water. 
 
And it’s a good way to keep close tabs on your supplement costs. If the manure is stacking up and there are layers in it, 
those cows need some feed. But if the cow-pie-ology is 4 inches or less, they’re still getting adequate protein from the 
forage, he says. And that’s the key to maximizing net profit, Gary says—giving the cow what she needs, when she needs 
it. “The timing of supplemental feed is more important than the total amount of feed,” he says, “just as the timing of 
rain is more important than the total amount of rain.” 
 
By applying cow-pie-ology to your daily ranch work, Gary says you can let your cows tell you when to start feeding, how 
much to feed each class of cattle and when to stop. By matching your supplemental feeding to your herd’s nutritional 
needs, you not only feed more cost-effectively, he says, but you’ll improve breed-up, have 75% of your calves hit the 
ground in the first 30 days, and improve weaning rate and weaning weight. 
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spot 
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229.828.2325 

HerbHerbHerb   
GardeningGardeningGardening   


