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LIVESTOCK and FORAGES ASSISTANCE FROM FSA 
I’m still getting questions about the USDA FSA Livestock Forage Program (LFP) for 
losses due to drought including which counties are eligible. I’ve reprinted below what 
was in this week’s Georgia State FSA Newsletter: 

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for 
covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land in ELIGIBLE 
counties. 

ONLY Producers in the following 53 counties are eligible to apply for 2016 Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on native pasture, improved pasture, and 
forage sorghum. At the time that this article was written:  

BANKS, BARROW, BARTOW, BUTTS, CARROLL, CATOOSA, CHATTOOGA, 
CHEROKEE, CLAYTON, COBB, COWETA, DADE, DAWSON, DEKALB, DOUGLAS, 
ELBERT, FANNIN, FAYETTE, FLOYD, FORSYTH, FRANKLIN, FULTON, GILMER, 
GORDON, GWINNETT, HABERSHAM, HALL, HARRIS, HART, HEARD, HENRY, 
JACKSON, LAMAR, LUMPKIN, MADISON, MERIWETHER, MURRAY, NEWTON, 
PAULDING, PICKENS, PIKE, RABUN, ROCKDALE, SPALDING, STEPHENS, 
TALBOT, TROUP, UNION, UPSON, WALKER, WALTON, WHITE, WHITFIELD 

NOTE: Eligibility is updated every Thursday and additional counties may become 
eligible in future weeks; please check with your local FSA county office to see if your 
county is eligible.    

County Offices can only accept LFP applications after notification is received from the 
National Office that they are in a county with a qualifying drought rating. IMPORTANT - 
County eligibility is based solely on the U.S. Drought Monitor Rating for Georgia 
and neither the FSA State Office nor County Offices have any input into the 
determination of LFP eligibility for a county.   
 
Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting 
documentation no later than January 30, 2017 for 2016 losses. Producers with cash-
leased land are required to provide written lease agreements from the land owner 
containing specific information on the rented land. In addition, grazing land for 
which benefits are requested under LFP are required to have been reported to the FSA 
office; if the land has not already been reported, a late-filed acreage report can be 
accepted but a “late-filing” fee will be assessed.  

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock is available at your local 
FSA County Office. FOR Meriwether County contact Dave Carpenter at 770-832-8942 
or david.carpenter@ga.usda.gov 

mailto:david.carpenter@ga.usda.gov


 
Last week most of Meriwether County was upgraded to Extreme Drought status. This 
week a small portion of the SE corner was downgraded to Severe Drought, but the rest 
of the county remains in Extreme Drought status. We have had rain, some heavy, 
scattered throughout the county this past week but I know there are some folks who 
have not had any relief.  
To see the most recent drought monitor map for Georgia please visit:  
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA 
 
To learn about all of the FSA disaster programs please visit: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/index 
 
To sign up to receive email updates from FSA please visit to enroll: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new/ 
 
HAY 
If any of you have hay for sale or know of someone with this year’s hay for sale please 
send me their contact information so I can pass it on to the folks who are calling me 
about buying hay.  
 
REDUCE HAY LOSSES: 
This year is a good year for folks to invest in a hay feeder ring or rack if they haven’t 
already done so. Up to 50% of a round bale left in the field without a feeder ring can be 
lost to waste and spoilage. Hay will remain a valuable resource for the rest of this year 
and may be very difficult to acquire-don’t waste it.  
 
***************************************************** 
 
USDA’s NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS  SERVICE  
GEORGIA FIELD OFFICE 
 

NASS released some 2015-2016 economic and demographic statistics this week 
concerning farm expenditures, farm labor and farm land values for the state of Georgia 
and/or the southeast. Some of you who are not farmers may want to take a look to see 
what kind of expenses farmers have. Please visit: 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Georgia/Publications/Economic_and_De
mographic_Releases/ 
 
**************************************************** 
 

STRAWBERRY GROWERS 
 
Bed preparation and planting time for strawberries is not that far away. I have some 
updates for growers who missed the annual strawberry grower’s meeting this Monday in 
Macon. Fungicide spray recommendations will remain about the same. Use Captan or 
Thiram (you can rotate them) for the majority of the season.  Sprays can begin in the 
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spring with flowering. Use other labeled fungicides when disease pressure is high, 
especially for botrytis/gray mold. Pay attention to the FRAC number, which pertains to 
the mode of action. Do not use any chemicals with the same FRAC number for more 
than two consecutive applications.  Ridomil Gold (mefenoxam) may be applied through 
drip irrigation two weeks after transplanting for Phytopthora.  
 
What’s new? 
 
Researchers have now learned that Botrytis cinerea, the pathogen that causes gray 
mold of strawberries has conidia (spores) that can survive in the soil. It was a common 
practice to remove berries damaged with gray mold from plants and throw them in the 
row middles and then run over them with tractor tires. This practice should stop. Plants 
should still be cleaned of damaged fruit but the berries should be removed completely 
from the field.  
 
Two of the weather stations, Alto and Baxley, from the UGA Weather Network have 
been added to the AgroClimate Strawberry Advisory System (SAS). You can go to the 
website below and see what the data from the stations is saying regarding the risks of 
either botrytis or anthracnose infection. If the risk is high a fungicide application should 
be made. The problem with this system is that the weather stations are so far from fields 
here in Meriwether that warnings may not apply. One of the main factors for determining 
if an application is needed is duration of leaf wetness, which can really vary in fields just 
a few miles away from each other. And these stations are over 100 miles away. But 
there is other good information on the website so check it out by visiting:  
http://agroclimate.org/tools/strawberry/ 
If you look at SC on the map at the website above, you can find the Keisler station in the 
middle of the state. I spent three years as a Clemson Extension Field Specialist 
maintaining this station and tending the strawberry plots at this farm that were part of  
the research project that gave birth to the advisory system. Basically, we found by using 
the system fungicide applications could be reduced up to 50%. Less use of fungicides 
will save growers money but it also helps reduce the selection for fungicide resistance 
development in disease pathogens. 
 
The commercial version of the Georgia Pest Management Handbook refers berry and 
grape growers to the Southern Region Small Fruits Consortium. The home page is 
below: 
http://smallfruits.org/SmallFruitsRegGuide/index.htm 
 
For specific strawberry pest management visit this page: 
http://smallfruits.org/SmallFruitsRegGuide/Guides/2016/2016SEStrawberryIPMGuide.pdf 
 
For the strawberry production plasticulture guide visit this page: 
http://www.smallfruits.org/SmallFruitsRegGuide/Guides/2005culturalguidepart1bs1.pdf 
 
************************************************** 
 
CAES Sustainable Agriculture Summer Newsletter 2016  
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The newsletter has a good article on overseeding cool season annual forages for grass 
fed cattle production: 
http://sustainagga.org/documents/Sustainable_Ag_UGA_Summer_2016_Newsletter_8_
pages.pdf 
 
************************************************** 
 

PEST OF THE WEEK  
 
This week’s pest is not one that I’ve found or know a lot about. Dr. Mike Mengak of the 
UGA Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources sent out a request this week for 
help in informing folks about a new survey concerning wild pigs, wild hogs, feral swine 
and feral hogs harvested in Georgia. The survey, as well as the Georgia Landowner's 
Guide to Wild Pig Management, can be found at http://www.georgiawildpigs.com/ 
 
Mike is conducting this survey as part of the Georgia Wild Pig work that he has been 
involved with since 2012.  If you can give him some help with his survey that would be 
great. There were landowners, including one farmer, in the Odessadale area back in 
June and July who had issues with recently escaped hogs. That is the only area and 
incidence of hogs running loose or causing damage that I have been made aware of 
here in Meriwether. If there have been more incidences, please let me know.  
 
************************************************************* 

PROGRAMS 
 

WILDLIFE 
 
Wildlife Program 
For Harris, Meriwether, Muscogee and Troup Counties 
PLANTING FOOD PLOTS FOR DEER: THE HOW, WHERE, WHY AND WHEN 
Presented by Dr. Mark McConnell, UGA Wildlife Outreach Specialist 
Thursday, September 1st 6:30-8:00 PM 
At Oakhurst Farm 19888 HWY 219 West Point, GA 
This program is free.  
Coffee, drinks and snacks will be available. 
To pre-register please contact Angie Ledford at 706-672-4235,  
For more information contact Susan at scj24262@uga.edu 
 
************************************************** 
 
POULTRY 
 
Backyard Poultry Flock Management Program 
 
Tuesday, October 4th from 7:00-8:30 PM  
Dr. Casey Ritz, UGA Poultry Science Department  

http://sustainagga.org/documents/Sustainable_Ag_UGA_Summer_2016_Newsletter_8_pages.pdf
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Basic Management, Breed Selection, and Disease Prevention 
 
Tuesday, October 11th from 7:00-8:30 PM 
Dr. Brian Kiepper, UGA Poultry Science Department  
Meat Chicken Processing and Food Safety 
 
Tuesday, October 18th from 7:00-8:30 PM 
Dr. Claudia Dunkley, UGA Poultry Science Department  
Bird Behavior, Housing and Management, Layer Production 
 
Bogle Farms 
1785 Harman Road 
Greenville, GA, 30222 
 
Cost: 
$20 for attending all 3 classes (includes all course materials and a certificate, if all 
classes are attended) 
$10 per single session class (includes course material but no certificate) 
Coffee, drinks and snacks will be available. 
 
Egg Candling Class 
Friday, October 7th from 10:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Georgia Department of Agriculture: Ben Pitts, Instructor 
Manchester Public Library Meeting Room 
218 Perry Street ~ Manchester, GA 
 
If you plan to sell your eggs to individuals, or at a farmers market, an egg candling 
certificate from the Georgia Department of Agriculture is required.  
 
The class will last about four hours, including one hour of classroom instruction, 
followed by a written examination and a hands-on candling examination. 
 
If you want to review the recommended study materials for the written examination and 
candling examination before the class: 
The Georgia Egg Law can be obtained from the Georgia Department of Agriculture on 
line at:  www.legis.state.ga.us/legis/gacode/index.htm 
 
There will be a one-hour lunch break on your own. The class is free and open to any 
interested Georgia resident. 
 
To pre-register for the class and to get a copy of the required affidavit of lawful 
presence, please call the Meriwether County Extension office at 706-672-4235.  
If you have any questions please contact Susan James at scj24262@uga.edu or Ben 
Pitts at Benjamin.Pitts@agr.georgia.gov 
 
************************************************ 
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LIVESTOCK and FORAGES 
 
HERD Field Day 
Wednesday, August 31st, 9 AM-4 PM 
UGA Alapaha Beef Unit  
20038 HWY 129, Alapaha, 31622 
 
Join UGA Extension for an educational Field Day enhancing practical knowledge and 
discovering more of what the Georgia Heifer Evaluation and Reproductive Development 
Programs are all about! Registration with coffee and donuts begins at 8 AM.  
Registration includes all materials, seminars, BQA Certification, and lunch. The program 
will include: 

• BQA Training: Parts 1 & 2 
• Heifer Development Strategies for Optimal Reproduction 
• Consumer Perceptions  and Education 
• BQA Demo: Low Stress Handling  and Proper Vaccine Administration 
• A. l. Synchronization and Protocol Introduction 
• H.E.R.D. Program: Grading and Disposition Scoring 

Cost: $15.00 if postmarked by August 8th; then $25.00.  
For more information or to register please visit: 
http://blog.extension.uga.edu/beef/2016/06/herd-field-day-august-31st/ 
 
Calving Techniques Class  
Presented by Dr. Lee Jones, UGA College of Veterinary Medicine 
October 3rd starting at 6:30 PM 
Lemmon Cattle Enterprises at 16810 Woodbury Hwy, Woodbury, GA 30293 
Lee will be teaching simple calving-difficulty assistance techniques. He will also talk 
about lambing and kidding difficulties for those who are interested, so small 
ruminant folks should attend also! Coffee, drinks and snacks will be available. This 
class is free.  
To pre-register please call our office at 706-672-4235 or for more information please 
contact Susan James at scj24262@uga.edu 
 
*********************************************** 
 
OTHER COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
2nd Annual Roosevelt Warm Springs Development Fund Benefit 
Clay Shooting Tournament-All Ages Event 
Saturday, August 27 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Big Red Oak Plantation Gay, GA 
bigredoakplantation.com 
Advanced registration is required  
Cost: $100 Individual and $375 Team of four 
To register or for more information contact Erin Young at 706-655-5666 

http://blog.extension.uga.edu/beef/2016/06/herd-field-day-august-31st/
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 New Event Listing!

The 3rd Annual First Responder Luncheon 
Sunday, September 11th 12-3 PM 
 American Legion Post 186 
Gay Road, Greenville, GA 30222 
You can help by dropping off a dish or dessert or by being on hand to help serve the 
meal. Please contact Larry Dunaway for more information at 
lsdunaway@wirelesshometown.com 
  
International Professional Rodeo Association 
Southeast Region Finals Rodeo at Quercus Farms 
October 14th and 15th 8:00 PM 
Flat Shoals Road, Gay Georgia 30218 
The rodeo benefits veterans through RACE FOR THE WOUNDED: 
http://raceforthewounded.com/ 
Tickets go on sale Oct 1st  
Tickets are $12; 6 and under free 
Get advanced tickets at Shady Days in Gay Arts and Craft Festival on Oct 1st & 2nd for 
only $10 
Come ride a horse before the show. Bring the kids to have their face painted. Lots of 
food and fun so don't miss out. Gates open at 6 and the action (bareback and saddle 
bronc riding, barrel racing, bull riding, roping and steer wrestling) starts at 8. Free 
parking 
For more information contact: 
Susan Pritchett, SRFR Representative, at 678-603-0038 or susan@srfrodeo.com or 
visit: http://www.srfrodeo.com/ 
 
*********************************************** 
Wishing everyone a great weekend, 
Susan 
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