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**************************************************************************************************** 

 WELCOME BACK ANGIE

Angie Ledford should be returning to the office for the morning of April 17th. If you get 
the chance please stop by and welcome her back from her extended absence.   

**************************************************************************************************** 
  PEST OF THE WEEK-SWD

Spotted wing drosophila (Drosophila suzukii) entered the continental US in 2008 in  
California. It had been known as a pest in Hawaii since 1980. From California it moved 
into Oregon and Washington by 2009. That same year it was first found in Florida. By 
2010 it was found by personnel at the USDA lab outside of Charleston, SC and then a 
week later in traps placed at Lexington County, SC farms by Clemson Extension. It was 
also found in 2010 in Georgia.  
 
So what’s the big deal about this pest? Unfortunately, quite a lot. Most drosophilid 
female flies use over-ripe or damaged fruits as a site to lay eggs. Hatched larvae will 
tunnel and feed on the fruit, pupate and then emerge as adults from the fruit. SWD goes 
through the same life cycle but the female adults prefer ripe and undamaged fruit still on 
the plant-basically what we like to eat! The female adult has an ovipositor that looks like 
a small saw that enables her to slice through the skins of fruits. Before the introduction 
of this pest it was not typical to make insecticide applications to a lot of the small fruits 
that we grow in the southern states. Those fruits, in order of SWD preference are 
raspberry, blackberry, strawberry, blueberry and then basically any other soft-skinned 
fruits. The first found SWD larva in a fruit in SC was in a strawberry in 2011.  
 
During 2013, while still working for Clemson Extension, I spent the summer collecting 
fruits from farms, home gardens and natural areas, to see if SWD would emerge from 
them. Fruits from which the flies emerged were blackberry, blueberry, figs, muscadines 
(predominantly wet scar varieties) and pokeberry. I also found fruits of beautyberry 
(Callicarpa americana) and pomegranates that had eggs inserted in them but 
apparently the larvae were not able to survive feeding on these fruits since no pupae 
were formed and no adults emerged. Adults have been able to overwinter successfully 
in the areas where I have done trapping-here and in SC. So populations can build back 
up pretty quickly if fruits are available. Multiple generations can occur during the 
growing season. In Japan they have been documented as having up to 13 generations 
per year.  
 
It is now common practice to use insecticides for raspberry, blackberry, strawberry, 
blueberry and muscadine crops where SWD has been found. The fresh fruit market has 
a zero tolerance for larvae so a shipment of infested fruit can be totally rejected by a 
buyer even if the infestation is very limited-hence the insecticide use. (I can say from 
experience that folks who prefer organic produce will tolerate larvae better than they will 



pesticides). There are only a few pesticides that can be used and they all restrict the 
amount applied per season. So it can be difficult for growers to provide protection all 
season long. When I left SC in 2015 to move here SWD was well under control in most 
fruits. This year it was found again in strawberries-the first small fruit of the year. The 
thought is that due to the mild winter mated females were just waiting for a good 
location to lay eggs. Strawberries began bearing early also due to a mild winter so they 
made the perfect spot. Other fruits as they come into production may also be targeted. 
Home gardeners should be aware. One of the most effective insecticides for SWD is 
spinosad, which is derived from the soil bacterium, Saccharopolyspora spinosa. 
Spinosad products, such as Entrust, are OMRI listed which means they have been 
reviewed and approved for organic production.  
 

 

      

**************************************************************************************************** 
MUSCADINES 
Dr. Cain Hickey, the new UGA viticulturist, is having a Muscadine Round Table on May 
31 at the Still Pond Winery in Arlington, GA (1575 Still Pond Road). The purpose of the 
meeting is to gather information about concerns and issues in muscadine and 
muscadine wine production that will help direct research efforts. If you are interested in 
attending please let me know by emailing me at scj24262@uga.edu.   
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
Marketing, Management, Feasibility Projects  
UGA students in the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics are looking for 
businesses/people to partner with for projects in these areas of interest: marketing plan; 
management plan or feasibility study. If you are interested please email me at 
scj24262@uga.edu and I will send you their application form.  
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
FORAGES 
Steve Morgan, ANR Agent for Harris County and member of the UGA Forge Team, 
helps teach the GrassMasters training course. We are looking at possibly offering the 
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program locally. The course focuses on the forages proven best for northeast Georgia 
and strategies for grazing, maintaining soil fertility and health, and managing pests. 
 
Members of the UGA Forage Team and U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservation Service staff members teach the classes. The cost for all 
seven weeks is $25, and the course is open to anyone interested in improving his or her 
knowledge of pastureland health or forage and hay production. 
If you would be interested in attending the program please let me know by emailing me 
at scj24262@uga.edu.   
**************************************************************************************************** 

 PRIVATE PESTICIDE APLLICATOR LICENSING 

EPA has finally made the changes that we have been anticipating regarding its revision 
of the Certification of Pesticide Applicator Rule.   

As a result UGA Extension pesticide training fees, testing, and credits for private 
pesticide applicators will change May 1, 2017.  
 
Major changes in Georgia’s program based on the EPA rule change are as follows: 
 

• Recertification credits: Pesticide applicators were required to attain three hours of 
continuing education credit every five years. In the future, they will need to attain five 
hours every five years. This rule needs to be made official within the regulations of the 
Georgia Department of Agriculture, so it will not take effect until the department updates 
its rules. 

• New emphasis on safety: All future workshops and field days offering continuing 
credits for the pesticide licensure will include a section on pesticide safety. This section 
must take up 10 to 15 minutes of the workshop or field day. 

• Online course fees: In order to cover the costs of instruction, new materials and 
trainings, online courses will cost $25, which will partially support the UGA Extension 
Pesticide Education Program. The course is currently free. 

• Online training: In the past, most training has taken place in county Extension offices. 
The new training will be taken online. Testing is done at the end of each section. A 
passing score is required to proceed to the next section. 

• Testing: Trainees now take about two hours to complete the course and certification 
test. Under the new program, it will take four to five hours to complete. However, 
individuals can take a break and return to the online course as needed. 

• Temporary licensure: Currently, farmers can get a temporary license upon completing 
the exam and the license application with their agent. This will continue in the new 
program.  

 
To read more about the changes please visit:  
http://www.caes.uga.edu/newswire/story.html?storyid=6165&story=Pesticide-Training-
Changes 
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mailto:scj24262@uga.edu
http://www.caes.uga.edu/newswire/story.html?storyid=6165&story=Pesticide-Training-Changes
http://www.caes.uga.edu/newswire/story.html?storyid=6165&story=Pesticide-Training-Changes


KEEP MERIWETHER BEAUTIFUL CLEAN UP DAY  
Saturday, April 22nd 8:00 AM-4:00 PM 
The clean-up day is almost here. Help  by cleaning up trash Keep Meriwether Beautiful
around your home or business on this day. Be sure to get your team together and 
registered so you can win awards! We have registration forms in the hall outside our 
office.  

Locations for dumpsters: Alvaton Fire Station, Durand Fire Station, Gay Fire Station, 
Luthersville City Hall, Rocky Mount Store, St. Marks Community Building, Warm Springs 
Police Department, behind the Probation Department in Greenville, at the old mill site 
on Washington Street in Manchester, and on Dromedary Street in Woodbury. Only bags 
of trash may be placed in the dumpsters. All furniture, mattresses and other large items 
are to be placed on the ground beside the dumpsters not in them. We are 
recommending that folks contact Mr. Paul Haney at 770-977-9732 is they need to 
dispose of appliances.  
Absolutely no tires will be accepted at the dumpster locations. They must be 
unmounted and taken to the Meriwether County Public Works Department at 689 
County Farm Road in Greenville. Only Meriwether County residents may dispose of 
tires. Public Works staff will be on hand to help.  

For more information please contact Jane Fryer at j.fryer@meriwethercountyga.gov or 
706-672-3467.  

****************************************************************************************************
CATTLE 
Meriwether County Cattlemen’s Association is selling raffle tickets for a  Stihl 
MS251C Wood Boss Chainsaw with a retail value of $349.99. Raffle tickets are  
$10.00. To purchase tickets please contact Brian McDaniels (678-850-6640) or Emmett 
Collins (706-977-9819).  
Please remember in May we start meeting on the second Thursday of the month at the 
Meriwether Steak Co. in Warm Springs. Our meeting is May 11 at 7:30. Steve Morgan, 
ANR Agent for Harris County and member of the UGA Forage Team will be speaking.  
 
Lemmon Cattle Enterprises will be auctioning all of its registered Angus during a sale  
on May 27, 2017 at the farm at 16810 Woodbury Hwy, Woodbury, GA 30293. The sale 
begins at 10:00 AM.  

UGA Tifton HERD Sale is on Tuesday, April 18 at 12:30 PM at the Tifton Bull  
Evaluation Center in Irwinville. Offered are 110 outstanding bred registered and 
commercial heifers. Please visit: http://ugabeef.com/2017/03/18th-annual-tifton-herd-
sale-april-18th/ 

UGA Calhoun HERD Sale is on Wednesday, May 31 at 12:30 PM at the NW GA  
Livestock Pavilion at 1282 Hwy 53 Spur, Calhoun. Offered will be approximately 100 
heifers-Angus, Hereford, Simmental, SimAngus and Commercial. Videos will be 
available May 18 at www.ugabeef.com/programs 
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****************************************************************************************************
LOCAL MARKET 
Flowers, Vegetable and Other Plants 
I think the chance of a frost is finally over. I did get reports last weekend of temperatures 
in the thirties but the forecast for the week only has lows in the fifties. So those of you 
who have been patiently waiting to plant your summer annuals and the vegetable 
garden should get busy. There are businesses with plants for sale in just about every 
part of the county.  in Luthersville,  in Greenville, Smith Hardware Sentry Hardware

 in Woodbury and  and Hudson’s Manchester Farm and Garden Taylor-Foster in  
Manchester all offer a variety of plants.  
 
Starting next weekend there will be a new nursery, (owners Rachel Triple B Gardens 
and Gordon Craighton), in Warm Springs at the corner of Roosevelt and Durand 
Highways. On Saturday, April 22 they will be open from 9-6 and on Sunday April 23 
from 12:30-4. While they have a special focus on the 3 B's - Birds (hummingbirds in 
particular), Bees, and Butterflies, they offer something for every gardener.  
You can learn more about them by visiting: 
https://www.triplebgardens.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/triplebgardens/ 
 
 
 
 
Strawberries are here!  
Fitzgerald Fruit Farms (Greenville and Woodbury area) 
The retail shed at 3355 Imlac Road is open and strawberry ice cream will be available 
as well as strawberries. https://www.fitzgeraldfruitfarms.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thepeachshed/ 

Strickland Brothers Farm (Durand and Pine Mountain area) 
The strawberry and vegetable field is at the crossroad of Chipley Hwy and John Wallace 
Road. They are open Mon-Sat. You can contact Terry at 706-881-2414 or you can visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/Stricklands-Garden-233167170487274/ 
 
Sweet Berry Orchard (Lone Oak and Luthersville area)  
Leighanne and Tom Hagan have varieties of strawberries for sale. They are located at 
6659 Lone Oak Road. You can visit them on Facebook to see when they are ready for 
u-pick: https://www.facebook.com/TOMandLEIGHANNE/ 
 

 ****************************************************************************************************

https://www.triplebgardens.com/
https://www.facebook.com/triplebgardens/
https://www.fitzgeraldfruitfarms.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thepeachshed/
https://www.facebook.com/Stricklands-Garden-233167170487274/
https://www.facebook.com/TOMandLEIGHANNE/

