
 
 
 

 
 
Spotted wing drosophila 
 
Spotted wing drosophila (SWD, Drosophila suzukii) is an invasive pest of soft skinned fruit in the United States and has been detected 
throughout the southeast. SWD attacks blueberries, blackberries, peaches, and all other small fruits. The female is equipped with a saw blade ovipositor; instead of 
laying eggs on top of the fruit, she saws two holes into the top of the fruit and deposits her eggs inside, where the larvae develop. In blueberries, female flies begin 
laying their eggs when the berries begin to change color. SWD larvae are smaller than blueberry maggot larvae, and unlike blueberry maggot, SWD can 
have multiple, overlapping generations during blueberry harvest. Therefore, risk of SWD may be higher than blueberry maggot.  
 
Adult males can be distinguished from native, non pest Drosophila spp. by a single spot on the end of both wings. Traps are useful in determining SWD 
presence on your farm, but do not predict fruit infestation. If SWD has been found on or near your farm, preventative insecticide applications are 
recommended beginning when fruit begins to color through the end of harvest. Insecticides should be applied weekly and reapplied after rain events, 
which reduce efficacy. Insecticide classes should be rotated with each application to avoid resistance. More information on SWD biology, management, 
and monitoring can be found at www.ncsmallfruitsipm.blogspot.com and at http://blog.caes.uga.edu/blueberry/swd/ . 
 
For homeowners, covering berry plants with floating row covers or agricultural fabric is an effective, non-chemical method to exclude SWD from the 
fruit while still allowing sunlight to penetrate to the plant. Install covers after berries form, but before they begin to change color. 
 
Management options Effectiveness 

(+) or 
Importance (*) 

Re-entry 
interval 

Pre-
harvest 
interval 

Comments 

phosmet 
IRAC 1B 
(Imidan 70W)        1.3 lb 
 

+++++ 24 hours 3 days Do not apply more than 2 times 

malathion 
IRAC 1B 
(Malathion ULV)     10 fl oz 
 

+++++ 12 hours 1 day  

spinosad 
IRAC 5 
(Entrust)                 1.25 to 2 
 

 4 hours 3 days Entrust is toxic to bees until it is 
thoroughly dry (3 hours), but thereafter it 
is relatively non-toxic to bees. Entrust is 
OMRI listed. 

spinetoram IRAC 5 
(Delegate WG 25%)                 
3 to 6 oz 
 

++++ 4 hours 3 days  

fenpropathrin 
IRAC 3A 
(Danitol 2.4EC)     16 fl oz 
 

+++ 24 hours 3 days  

zeta- cypermethrin 
IRAC 3A (Mustang 
Max 

+++ 12 hours 24 hours  

http://www.ncsmallfruitsipm.blogspot.com/
http://blog.caes.uga.edu/blueberry/swd/


 0.EC)                   4.0 fl oz 
 
 


