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Hello, Neighbors! Well, we’ve flipped the calendars past the staples, now. I heard a radio personality 
enthuse that football season is only two months away, and I grumbled back that I hadn’t yet picked a 
ripe tomato. That’s changed in the case of the smaller varieties, but my big, heirloom beefsteaks just 
keep putting on weight without putting on any new color. Some of my Kellogg’s Breakfast orange 
tomatoes will top two pounds when they’re finally ready for harvesting. But let’s talk about your 
interests: 
 
LAST MINUTE CANNING CLASSES ADDED! – Family and Consumer Sciences agent Michele Melton 
offered a wildly successful canning class last month. Limits on the class size and scheduling time were 
the only problems. Well, thanks to the generosity of Christ the King Lutheran Church, she’s able to offer 
a few additional hands-on learning opportunities. They won’t be as comprehensive as the previous 
option, but will still be a great chance to get some hands-on practice – after sitting through a little bit of 
lecture! Participants will get hands-on practice with boiling-water bath canning, and Michele will do a 
demonstration of pressure canning, too.  Here’s the catch: space is very limited, and the available dates 
are just around the corner! 
 
Michele is offering two sessions on Wednesday, July 23rd – one in the morning and one in the evening. If 
those sessions fill up, a second date will be offered (Monday, July 28th) with the same morning and 
evening opportunities. All classes have minimum and maximum enrollment requirements. These classes 
are intended for beginners and will cover the science behind home canning and proper techniques. If 
everything goes according to plan, you’ll leave class that day with the recipes and knowledge you need 
for successful home canning – and a jar of your own hard work to boot! 
 
Registration will be on a first come basis by either calling or emailing our office (770-887-2418 or 
msmelton@uga.edu), but the earlier date must be filled before the later date will be scheduled. If you 
know you cannot attend the July 23rd date and want to be put on the overflow list for July 28th that is 
perfectly fine. 
 
The $15 class fee will cover all the costs associated with the class, so you’ll only need to bring an apron 
and your willingness to learn. Please do not hesitate to contact our office if you have any questions or 
concerns. I expect the second day of classes will be needed, but don’t rely upon that – sign up today to 
guarantee your spot! 
 
DETAILS:                               
UGA Extension – Forsyth County Presents: Canning for Beginners 
Wednesday, July 23rd (if these classes fill, additional am and pm classes will be scheduled for Monday, 
July 28th) 
9:30am – 12:30pm  OR   6pm – 9pm 
Fee: $15 
Christ the King Lutheran Church: 1125 Bettis-Tribble Gap Rd, Cumming, GA 30040 
Registration Options:  770-887-2418 or msmelton@uga.edu (Be sure to include your time preference) 
After confirming your space, drop off cash or send check (made payable to Forsyth County 4-H) to: 
Family & Consumer Sciences – Canning Class 
875 Lanier 400 Parkway, Suite 158, Cumming, GA  30040 
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LEYLAND CYPRESS and INDIAN HAWTHORNS – Over the past 2-3 weeks, we’ve received numerous calls 
about diseased Leyland cypress trees. Most callers describe the same symptoms: brown needles on the 
lower branches and browning from the inside of the tree to the branch tips. These symptoms are 
consistent with Passalora needle blight, also known as Cercospora needle blight. There are several other 
fungal, canker, and root diseases spreading among Leyland cypress trees like pink-eye spreads through a 
Kindergarten classroom. Indian hawthorn shrubs, a prominent feature of many neighborhoods, are also 
suffering. Read more here. 
 
GRASS WOES – Over the past two years, I’ve received many calls from homeowners with this theme: 
Please help me. My homeowner’s association is going to fine me if I don’t get my grass to grow. In most 
cases, these homeowners are the victim of unrealistic expectations.  
 
A visitor last week had a typical case. When her subdivision was completed eight years ago, the 
developers finished each postage-stamp sized front yard with bermudagrass sod and two little maple 
trees. Fast-forward to today and imagine how much shade those maturing maples cast on that tiny lawn 
during the summer months when warm-season grasses grow. Bermudagrass demands 6-8 hours of full 
sun. It can’t be reasoned down. It’s the least shade-tolerant lawn grass that grows in north Georgia. So, 
naturally – literally naturally – the bermudagrass in this lady’s lawn died. The landscape has changed, 
but the HOA still expects homeowners to maintain the original landscape standards. 
 
When turf grasses don’t get enough sun, they become thin and weak, and as the root system peters out, 
weeds colonize the area. Zoysiagrass is more shade tolerant, but most cultivars still require 6 hours of 
direct sun. While UGA and other universities are trying to breed lawn grasses that thrive in part-shade 
conditions, most of the cultivars are still in the testing phase and are not available commercially. One 
bermudagrass cultivar that is available, TifGrand, will “persist” in partial shade, but it doesn’t create the 
appearance of a healthy, attractive lawn. El Toro and Zeon cultivars of Zoysiagrass will grow with as little 
as four hours of sun. These cultivars are the result of hybridization; they cannot be grown from seed. 
Instead, they must be installed as sod or planted as sprigs or plugs. This requires a greater economic 
outlay on the part of the homeowner. 
 
Another point to consider is the needs of the trees. Tree roots extend outward from the trunk at least as 
far as the canopy does. To reduce competition with the grass for water and soil nutrients – and to 
protect trees from lawn mower injury and lawn herbicides that kill or injure broadleaf plants – the area 
around the tree should be mulched out to the farthest reach of the limbs. 
 
While grass doesn’t grow in shade, that doesn’t mean that your shady areas must be bare. Many 
beautiful perennial plants, including ferns, astilbe, hellebores, azaleas, hydrangeas, and camellias, prefer 
shade. If you like the look of low-growing green, numerous attractive ground cover plants thrive in 
partial shade, as well. Ground covers offer other advantages over grass: Many are evergreen and never 
need to be mowed. 
 
Here are links to some UGA and other university publications that may help you negotiate flexibility into 
your HOA’s landscape standards to acknowledge the changing needs of maturing landscapes. 
 
Growing Turfgrass in the Shade (the introduction gives a good explanation of why you can’t expect to): 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep072  

http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/DiseasesclaimLeylandcypress_web_version.pdf
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.cfm?number=B1424
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.cfm?number=C928
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep072


This publication discusses St. Augustinegrass. That grows well in Florida and South Georgia, but is rare in 
North Georgia. 
 
Growing Grass in Shade (ditto above): 
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/plants/landscape/lawns/hgic1202.html  
 
Lower landscape maintenance by adding natural areas: 
http://www.caes.uga.edu/applications/gafaces/?public=viewStory&pk_id=4333  
 
Bermudagrass Lawn Management: 
http://www.commodities.caes.uga.edu/turfgrass/georgiaturf/Articles/BermudaManagement.htm 
 
 
TOMATO BLOSSOM-END ROT – as a storyteller, I feel the need to connect the end with the beginning, 
so let’s circle back around to tomatoes and that perennial problem, blossom-end rot. Please let us know 
what other questions you’d like us to answer with videos. 

NEED NEWS FASTER? – Like UGA Extension Forsyth County on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
@UGAExtForsythCo to get landscape alerts and class offerings as soon as they come out. Or check our 
website for new article postings. 

 
Stay cool, and Happy Gardening! 
 
Heather 
 
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested information from Forsyth County 
Extension or participated in programs through our office. If you would like to be removed from the 
Extension News email system, please contact hnkolich@uga.edu . Please include your full name in the 
body of the email. 
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