
Extension News November 1, 2013 
 
Hello, neighbors! First, let me say . . .  
 
THANK YOU – to everyone who supported our Fall Plant Sale that benefits Forsyth County 4-H. We’re 
making slow but steady progress toward earning the funds for a mini-bus to shuttle our 4-H teams to 
their district – and sometimes state – judging or competition events and other approved activities. 
 
FIRST FROST AND PLANTING – Our first frost usually occurs between October 31 and November 4, but 
this year, it happened on October 24. This week, however, should be lovely weather for planting 
perennials and all the fruit and native ornamental plants from the plant sale. Remember to dig your 
planting holes 2-3 times the width of the container, but keep the plants at the same depth they are in 
the pot. You can actually plant them a little shallower to allow for soil settling. 
 
FIRST FROST AND GRAZING CAUTIONS – Dr. Dennis Hancock, our UGA Extension Specialist in Forage 
Crops, issued this warning about prussic acid poisoning:  
With the colder weather, the risk of prussic acid poisoning of livestock is real. There are a number of 
cyanogenic (contain compounds that could form cyanide under certain circumstances) forages and other 
species that may be found in pastures or crop fields that will be hayed or ensiled. Our most problematic 
species are those in the Sorghum family (forage or grain sorghum, sorghum x sudangrass hybrids, 
sudangrass, Johnsongrass, etc.) and in the cherry family (Black cherry, is most common). The risk of 
prussic acid poisoning is greatest as the plant responds to stress (drought, insect damage, or, most 
commonly, frost/freeze injury). Unfortunately, the poison can act quickly and cause death in relatively 
small concentrations. Fortunately, however, the cyanide compounds are volatile and those compounds 
will dissipate over a few days or weeks following their formation. 
 
It’s best to avoid grazing on frost- or freeze-damaged pastures that contain sorghum forages for at least 
two weeks after the frost or killing-freeze. HOWEVER, we’re expected to have warmer weather over the 
next few days, and that may encourage plants that were damaged, but not killed, by the frost to put out 
new growth. These tender new shoots, which will be irresistible to cattle, are also likely to have high 
concentrations of cyanogenic compounds. This forage can be used for hay or silage – the curing or 
fermenting process dissipates the poison – but it should not be used for grazing if it has new, post-freeze 
growth. 
 
Dr. Hancock recently wrote an article, “Minimizing the risks of prussic acid poisoning,” for Progressive 
Forage Grower magazine, but you can read it on the Georgia Forages website. Select “Popular Press 
Archive” from the left menu, then scroll down to “Articles for National Press Outlets.” It’s the first one. 
 
DID YOU KNOW – You can still plant asparagus and onions through December. And in late January, you 
can plant potatoes, carrots, peas, cabbage, and several other cool season veggies. Here’s a planting 
calendar with some recommended cultivars for Georgia. Just remember, this calendar was prepared for 
middle Georgia. Here in North Georgia, we need to add two weeks to the spring planting dates (if it says 
Jan. 15, we plant closer to Jan. 30) and subtract two weeks from the fall planting dates (if it says plant by 
Sept. 15, we should plant by Sept. 1). Incidentally, now is a good time to do your soil analysis for your 
spring garden. You can make recommended soil amendments over the winter so they’ll have time to 
take effect before your spring plants go into the ground. 
 

http://georgiaforages.com/
http://www.caes.uga.edu/applications/publications/files/pdf/C%20963_3.PDF


FREE CANNING CLASS – Family and Consumer Sciences agent Michele Melton is offering a free canning 
class on November 7, 2013. Here’s the information from Michele: 

While the peak of canning season has come and gone, there is still plenty of produce 
waiting to be preserved and even more people interested in learning how to do it correctly.  So, 
for those of you who’ve been waiting for a chance to learn how to properly can foods, here’s 
your chance! 

The Ladies Homestead Gathering will be the hosts of the evening.  The canning class is 
lecture and video based, and we’ll cover the foundations of both water bath and pressure 
canning.  I will have a tremendous number of supplies on hand for a show-and-tell of sorts, but 
we won’t actually be canning anything on site.  The class is free, but registration is requested in 
order to ensure enough handouts. For questions about the canning class or to register you can 
contact me (see below).  I hope to see you there! 
 
FREE Canning Class for Beginners 
Thursday, November 7th 
Forsyth County Board of Education, Room #380 (1120 
Dahlonega Highway, Cumming, GA 30040) 
6:00 – 6:30pm: Meet and Greet Time for those 
interested in the Ladies Homestead Gathering 
6:30-8:00pm: Canning Class 
Register by calling the Extension Office at 770-887-
2418 or email Michele Melton at msmelton@uga.edu 
 
I DON’T MEAN TO BUG YOU – Since I may have overwhelmed you with insects last month, I 
won’t bug you with the amazing natural biological controls we’ve seen this month. If you’re 
interested in how nature keeps pests in check in the absence of pesticides, check out my 
column in the November 3 issue of Forsyth County News. 
 
PETS, POOPS, AND PONDS – After years of drought, we’ve hopefully all learned how important 
it is to conserve water. But how often do we think about water quality? Water pollution doesn’t 
come only from big manufacturers, wrecked oil tankers, or deep-water well disasters. 
Homeowner practices can pollute water systems, too. Using certain pesticides near ponds, 
streams and lakes kills fish and other aquatic organisms. Nitrogen from improperly fertilized 
lawns washes into lakes and ponds and causes algal blooms. And pet waste left on streets, 
sidewalks, and yards leeches into local water sources, polluting them with salmonella, E. coli, 
giardia, toxoplasmosis, and other harmful bacteria with multisyllabic names. Like lawn fertilizer, 
pet waste contains nutrients that accelerate the growth of algae and water weeds, and turn the 
water green or cloudy. It’s also a source of uncool parasites, the ones that infect other animals 
and make them sick. 
 The cleanest way to dispose of pet waste is to flush it down the toilet. Next best is to 
bag it and put it in the trash. Many parks provide clean-up bag dispensers and trash cans along 
the trail, but plastic grocery bags work, too, and fit easily into pockets, backpacks, and glove 
boxes.  

Water is a precious natural resource. Let’s take of ours. Stoop to scoop! 

mailto:msmelton@uga.edu


 
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS – We’re accepting applications now through November 12 for the 
2014 Forsyth County Master Gardener training class. See our website for more information and 
to download the application packet. The class is limited to 24 trainees, so don’t wait for the 
deadline! 
 
BIRDS AND BATS – Up next on our fall Backyard and Beyond library lectures are “Beautiful, 
Bountiful Birds” at Cumming Library on Tuesday, October 29, 6:30-8:00 p.m.; and “Bats: Truths 
and Myths” at Post Road Library on Monday, November 4, 6:30-8:00 p.m. Register for either or 
both lectures here. Or visit http://www.forsythpl.org for directions; click the date on the 
calendar on the left side of the landing page to register for lectures. 
 
PUSH BACK THE DARK – Remember to change your clocks on Saturday night, November 2. It’s 
fall back time, which, presumably, makes the early mornings a little less dark. Or the afternoons 
light a little longer. I can never keep it straight. It’s a losing battle, anyway, because daylight 
hours continue to dwindle for seven more weeks as we shiver toward winter solstice on 
December 21, the shortest day of the year and the official beginning of winter. I confess that 
changing the clock makes me confused and grumpy for about a week. My internal ticky-tock 
isn’t as nimble as it used to be. 
 
Enjoy the warm temperatures this week, and happy gardening! 
 
Heather 
 
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested information from Forsyth County 
Extension or participated in programs through our office. If you would like to be removed from the 
Extension News email system, please contact hnkolich@uga.edu . Please include your full name in the 
body of the email. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/
http://www.nextreads.com/display2.aspx?SID=916f27b1-83e6-42df-8111-a00d911331a5&N=677753
http://www.forsythpl.org/
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