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Hello, neighbors! October brings apple season, cooler temperatures, shorter days, and the perfect time 
for planting woody perennials and spring flowering bulbs. It also brings . . . 
 
THE FIRST FROST – is usually around October 30. If you still have tomatoes, beans, and other warm-
season vegetables growing, take time to harvest them before the frost. Tomatoes with a little color will 
continue to ripen indoors. Green tomatoes can be frozen or transformed into relish, salsa, or several 
other tasty dishes. You can find lots of ideas, recipes, and safe methods for preserving fresh foods at the 
National Center for Home Food Preservation. 
 
GREAT NEWS – Forsyth County Extension has been working with Keep Forsyth County Beautiful and the 
Forsyth County Parks and Recreation Department to develop a community orchard, and we just got 
word that our grant application to Keep Georgia Beautiful has been approved! Please join us for the: 
   
 COMMUNITY ORCHARD TREE PLANTING WORKSHOP  
 Where: Chattahoochee Point Park, 5790 Chattahoochee Point Drive, Suwanee, GA 
 When: Saturday, November 15, 10 a.m.-noon 

Why: Learn the best way to plant trees, help us install the community orchard of native fruits 
and nuts, and go home with a seedling of your own! Native fruit and nut plants can be grown 
sustainably in home landscapes because these plants are adapted to our climate and soil. They 
suffer from fewer pest and disease problems than many non-native fruit and nut plants, and 
they’re great for eating, cooking, and making jellies, pies, and other delicious dishes. 

 
This will be the first of several orchard workshops Extension will host in the community orchard. We’ll 
also have pruning workshops, harvest days, and food preservation classes. Please come out to help us 
get the orchard started, vote on a name, and be part of its growth! 
 
NEW EXTENSION STAFF MEMBERS – We’re pleased to announce that two wonderful people have 
recently joined the Forsyth County Extension staff: Louise Estabrook, UGA Extension Agent in Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, and Kristen Sumpter, Extension Associate in 4-H. Before joining the ANR 
program area in Forsyth County, Louise served as a UGA ANR agent in Cherokee and Fulton counties, as 
well as working with Extension in New York at Cornell University. She is a certified arborist, a Georgia 
pesticide applicator, a nutrient management plan specialist, a compost mentor, and a Master Gardener 
in two states. Kristen recently earned a Master of Arts degree in Public Sociology from UNC Wilmington, 
where she participated in several local community research and education projects.  
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PLANT SALE ORDERS! – If you ordered plants from the Extension Fall Plant Sale 
fundraiser, please remember to come to the Extension office to pick up your plants on Friday, October 
17 between noon and 7 p.m., or on Saturday morning between 8 a.m. and noon. 
 
THANK YOU FOR VISITING US AT THE FAIR! – Thank you to everyone who came by the Forsyth County 
Extension booth at the Cumming Country Fair and Festival. I hope you found helpful information. I’ll be 
watching to see how our county does in the 40 Gallon Challenge! 
 
FALL PLANTING – Why is fall a great time to plant woody perennials and spring flowering bulbs? Fall 
planting gives the roots of woody plants the chance to establish before spring, when flower, foliage and 
fruit production pulls energy from the root system. Fall planted trees and shrubs also avoid the stress of 

http://nchfp.uga.edu/how/freeze/tomato_green.html
http://nchfp.uga.edu/how/can_06/green_tomato_relish.html
http://nchfp.uga.edu/how/can_salsa/tomatillo_green_salsa.html
http://nchfp.uga.edu/
http://www.40gallonchallenge.org/


summer heat and drought. If you missed the Edible Landscaping with Perennials lecture earlier this 
month, the presentation is posted on our website. 
 
On the bulb side, many spring flowering bulbs need to go through a period of cold to encourage 
flowering. In Georgia, you can plant spring flowering bulbs from October through December. Need more 
information or inspiration? Check out UGA’s Flowering Bulbs for Georgia Gardens. 
 
 
I hope you have a wonderful weekend full of outdoor play and planting! Remember, if you’ve got 
questions, Extension has answers! 
 
Heather 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.cfm?number=B918

