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Hello, neighbors! This summer, we’ve seen some interesting phenomena and species at the Forsyth 
County Extension office. I couldn’t resist showing you some of them, so this newsletter is a bit longer 
and includes several photos. It may take a moment for them to load. 
 
BROWNING LAWNS – Two clients came to us about healthy, warm-season lawns that turned brown and 
seemed to go dormant mid-summer. There was no indication of fungus in sod samples from either lawn. 
By the time the second client cut a sample and brought it to the office, about three weeks after first 
contacting us, the grass was greening up again. One possible explanation for the green-to-brown-to-
green phenomenon is this: 
 
The abundant rain we’ve experienced this year has made it challenging to find enough dry hours to keep 
lawns cut to their proper height [see table below]. As grass gets taller, it shades out the blade sections 
nearer the ground. August rolled in and gave us periods of dry days, so naturally, everyone ran out to 
cut that overgrown lawn – all the way down to its usual height.  
 
Bam, instant brown lawn. The experience probably shocked homeowners, and it certainly shocked the 
grass. Removing more than one-third of the plant material in a single cutting stresses plants. In the case 
of these lawns, mowing down to normal lawn height in one cutting removed all the green, actively 
photosynthesizing blade area.  
 
Here’s a better way to handle overgrown lawns. Raise the mower blade so that you’re only removing 
one-fourth to one-third of the blade in the first cutting. Wait a few days for the grass to recover, then 
lower the blade a little – again, limit the cut to less than one-third of the height – and mow again. 
Repeat this process until you gradually restore the lawn to the desired height for the season. 
 
 

Table 3 - Mowing Height for Lawn Grasses in 
Georgia 

 

Grass                                          Cutting Height (inches) 
 

Tall Fescue                                                  2-3 

Bluegrass                                                     2-3 

Common Bermudagrass                              1-2 

Hybrid Bermudagrass                               0.5-1.5 

Zoysia                                                       0.5-1.5 

Centipedegrass                                          1-1.5 

Carpetgrass                                                 1-2 

St. Augustine                                                2-3 

Ryegrass                                                      1-2 
[Source: Lawns in Georgia: 
http://www.caes.uga.edu/applications/publications/files/pdf/B%20773_2.PDF  ] 
 
FOXTAIL BARLEY – A client brought in an unusual weed from her pasture. We identified it as Hordeum 
jubatum, commonly called foxtail barley. According to the USDA plant distribution map, this cool-season 
perennial weed has not previously been reported in Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, or Florida, 

http://www.caes.uga.edu/applications/publications/files/pdf/B%20773_2.PDF


but is present in all other continental states and 
throughout Canada. Foxtail barley is known to be a 
contaminant in alfalfa hay. It’s possible that the seeds 
arrived in this pasture with a load of alfalfa hay brought 
in from another state. 
 
Foxtail barley isn’t poisonous, but the seedheads have 
sharp, barbed bristles or spines that can injure animals 
that graze them. The bristles enter the lips, tongue, gums 
and nose of animals, causing sores. At a minimum, the 
painful lesions make the animal unwilling to eat. The 
spines must be removed from the sores before healing 
can take place. Untreated sores may abscess.  
 
PERILLA MINT – hasn’t actually come into the Forsyth County Extension office, but there are reports of 
perilla mint poisoning from pastures in other counties. Cattle and horses usually avoid this plant, but 
may be nibbling at it now in pastures where the rain caused rapid growth of forage grasses. The mature 
grass is declining in quality and becoming less palatable, so the animals are testing more tender plants. 
You can learn more about perilla mint here, and about other poisonous plants here. 
 
BUG-EAT-BUG WORLD – Late summer brought a number of fascinating insects to our attention. Some 
visited on their own, and some were delivered in a variety of vessels by clients. Two – acrobat ants and 
fire ants – are pests, but the others are visually-striking beneficial insects. 
 

CICADA KILLER – this little lady crawling up my shoe is a cicada 
killer (Sphecius speciosus). Yes, that’s a belly-up cicada 
underneath her. It isn’t actually dead. She stung it, injecting a 
paralyzing agent that allows her to move the insect to a multi-
chambered tunnel she dug in the ground. She’ll place the 
cicada in one of the chambers and lay an egg on it. In a couple 
of days, the egg will hatch and the larva will feed on the still-
fresh paralyzed cicada.  
 
Cicada killers are wasps that are active in late summer and fall, 
when our “annual” cicadas emerge from their long 
underground developmental period. They are large and look 
intimidating, but these wasps are not aggressive. Males may 
dive-bomb people, but they’re incapable of stinging. 

 
SCOLIID WASPS – these large wasps (Scolia dubia) have two bright yellow spots on their abdomen. They 
hover a few feet over lawns in late summer, hunting out white grubs that eat the roots of your grass. 
Like the cicada killer, the female paralyzes her prey with a sting and lays an egg on it. Fortunately for the 
Scoliid wasp, the grubs are already underground. When the egg hatches, the larva feasts on the still-
living grub, which, of course, is no longer eating your grass roots. You can learn more about these late 
summer beneficial insects here. 
 
  

https://utextension.tennessee.edu/publications/Documents/W135.pdf
http://www.aces.edu/pubs/docs/A/ANR-0975/ANR-0975.pdf
http://www.turffiles.ncsu.edu/insects/Scoliid_Wasps.aspx


 
SILVER GARDEN ORB WEAVER – 
Argiope florida is a metallic silver 
spider with a black-and-yellow 
underside sporting white dots. Orb 
weavers build large, circular webs, 
and Argiopes include a thick zig-zag 
pattern down the center. Like all 
spiders, silver garden orb weavers eat 
other insects that get caught in the 
web. See other orb weavers here. 
 
None of these insects are aggressive 
toward people, and none were 
harmed to bring you these photos. 
Well, except for the cicada. 

 
BACKYARD AND BEYOND – our fall lecture series for adults, in partnership with Forsyth County Library, 
is all about the animals in your backyard. Come learn about bees, birds, bats, and chickens! All lectures 
are free. There’s a flier attached above, but here’s the schedule at a glance: 

 
The Plight of the Honey Bees with local beekeeper Jay Hendrix 
October 1, 2013      Sharon Forks Library      6:30-8:00 p.m. 
 
Keeping Your Backyard Flock Healthy with Georgia Poultry Laboratory Network veterinarian Dr. 
Doug Anderson 
October 15, 2013     Hampton Park Library     6:30-8:00 p.m. 
 
Beautiful, Bountiful Birds with Forsyth County Master Naturalist Jackie Grote 
October 29, 2013     Cumming Library     6:30-8:00 p.m. 
 
Bats: Truths and Myths with Forsyth County Master Gardener Joan Harbin 
November 4, 2013     Post Road Library     6:30-8:00 p.m. 

 
You can register for any and all of these lectures at http://www.forsythpl.org .  
 
WALK GEORGIA – try out this interactive University of Georgia health and fitness program to “walk” 
your way across Georgia. Apply your normal physical activities – yes, gardening counts! – to earn virtual 
miles that let you visit other counties and learn neat stuff about Georgia. You can even make teams. 
Learn more and sign-up at: http://www.walkgeorgia.org/ . 
 
FALL IS FOR PLANTING – and the Extension Fall Plant Sale is back with a variety of fruit and native plants 
specially selected to be user-friendly and perform well here in Forsyth County. We’ve added new 
selections this year, including native azaleas, raspberries, Japanese persimmons, and additional varieties 
of apple trees, blueberries, blackberries and figs to the list of plants available this year. There’s an order 
form attached above. We’ll continue taking orders through October 14. Payment must accompany 
orders. Customer pick up for pre-ordered plants will be at the Forsyth County Extension office on Friday, 
October 25 and Saturday, October 26. Order forms will also be available at the Extension Booth at the 

http://bugguide.net/node/view/1972
http://www.forsythpl.org/
http://www.walkgeorgia.org/


Cumming Country Fair and Festival, at the Extension office, and on our website. All proceeds go to 
support Forsyth County 4-H programs. 
 
CANNING AND BAKING CONTEST – It’s almost that time again! Pick your best baked good and your 
most precisely preserved canned delight to enter in the Annual Canning and Baking Contest at the 
Cumming Country Fair and Festival. Entries must be delivered to the designated area at the fairgrounds 
between 2-6 p.m. on Wednesday, October 2, 2013. Winners will be announced during the awards 
ceremony at 7 p.m. on opening night, Thursday, October 3. New this year: 

• A sugar-free category for baked goods 
• Cash prize for best overall baked good in each age category 

Visit the Forsyth County Extension website for complete contest rules and entry information. 
 
4-H IN FULL GEAR – With school back in session, 4-H kicks off a new year of youth leadership 
development opportunities. Monthly, curriculum-aligned, in-school club meetings resume in September 
for 5th grade students in many of our elementary schools. Middle- and high school clubs meet outside of 
school hours. There are plenty of after-school specialty clubs and teams, too, like dog club, horse club, 
forestry judging team, wildlife judging team, shooting sports, and much more. In 4-H, kids learn by 
doing. For more information about our programs, contact Emily Addis at 770-887-2418 or 
harried@uga.edu . 
 
MASTER GARDENER EXTENSION VOLUNTEER TRAINING – We will be offering the Master Gardener 
Extension Volunteer training in 2014. Class dates and locations are still being finalized, but the tentative 
schedule for the 12-week training is Tuesday AND Thursday afternoons, January 7-March 27. Click to 
learn more about the Forsyth County MGEV program and training requirements. I’ll post the application 
materials on our website with full details for class meeting dates and times as soon as they are finalized. 
 
MASTER NATURALIST EXTENSION VOLUNTEER TRAINING – We will offer Master Naturalist Extension 
Volunteer training in 2014, as well. This 8-week training will be take place during April and May. Click to 
learn more about the MNEV program and training requirements. 
 
THANK YOU – to everyone who visited the Extension exhibit at the Post Road Library open house last 
week. We hope you found useful and interesting information. If you missed us, we’ll have even more 
information, activities and goodies at the Cumming Country Fair and Festival in October. Our exhibit 
booth is all the way back by the restrooms, but you can log in those steps to earn Walk Georgia  miles! 
 
WE WELCOME FEEDBACK – How has Forsyth County Extension helped you?  
 

• Have you learned something useful from an Extension presentation, workshop or exhibit?  
• Has someone at the Extension office helped you with gardening, food safety, or other 

questions?  
• What can we do better? 
• Have you visited one of the gardens developed and maintained by Forsyth County Master 

Gardener Extension Volunteers, or stopped along the Big Creek Greenway to read the tree 
storyboards researched and created by FC Master Naturalist Extension Volunteers? Did you find 
the information interesting or useful? 

• What classes would you like to see offered in the future?  
 

http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/
mailto:harried@uga.edu
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/


Please chime in! Send your thoughts to hnkolich@uga.edu . 
 
 
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested information from Forsyth County 
Extension or participated in programs through our office. If you would like to be removed from the 
Extension News email system, please contact hnkolich@uga.edu . Please include your full name in the 
body of the email. 
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