
Forsyth County Extension News, March 25, 2015 
 
Hello, neighbors! It’s spring. It’s warm. It’s tempting. But don’t plant that vegetable garden yet. 
There’s more cold weather on the way. Hold off until after April 15, when soil temperatures 
should be warm enough for planting warm-season veggies (above 55⁰F). You can check soil 
temperatures with a soil thermometer (raised beds will warm up sooner than surface soil), or 
go to www.georgiaweather.net to see current soil temperatures, chilling hours, and lots more 
information. 
 
This newsletter starts with two last-minute announcements: 
 
ONE-TIME EXTENSION TO UPDATE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION YIELD HISTORY OR 
REALLOCATE BASE ACRES – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced a one-time extension 
for producers to update yield history or reallocate base acres.  That extension was until March 
31, 2015. 
 
The final day for farm producers to choose ARC or PLC coverage remains March 31, 2015. 
 
According to the Georgia state Farm Service Agency office, yield and base updates in Georgia 
are showing good numbers but coverage election (PLC or ARC) numbers still show that a lot of 
producers still need to visit their local FSA Office.  There are now only 3 weeks remaining and 
some offices still show less than 50% elections being made and some offices still near zero. 
 
The Secretary only extended the yield and base deadline.  Nothing has been about extending 
the PLC/ARC election deadline.  Please inform producers-- DO NOT MISS THIS DEADLINE!  
 
If no changes are made to yield history or base acres by March 31, the farm's current yield 
and base will be retained.  If no ARC or PLC coverage election is made by March 31, the farm 
will default to PLC coverage through the 2018 crop year and no 2014 payments can be 
earned. 

You can find your local FSA representative by clicking here: 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=ga&agency=fsa . 
 
 
CEUs FOR ARBORISTS AND GREEN INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS – Last month’s icy weather 
caused cancellation of scheduled programs around north Georgia. One of these was the North 
Georgia Gardening Symposium. It has been rescheduled for this Thursday, March 26, 2015, 
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  If you registered previously, you don’t need to register again. If you 
haven’t registered, now’s your chance! Registration is open again for those that would like to 
participate. This year’s symposium includes a variety of landscape, turfgrass, and tree care 
topics presented by UGA Extension experts in horticulture, plant pathology, and arboriculture. 
Details in brief: 

• CEUs – 5 hours for Category 24 Commercial Pesticide Applicators 

http://www.georgiaweather.net/
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=ga&agency=fsa
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/bartow/documents/NorthgeorgiaGardeningSymposiumFlyer.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/bartow/documents/NorthgeorgiaGardeningSymposiumFlyer.pdf


• CEUs – 5 hours for ISA Certified Arborists 
• Local vendors 
• Networking lunch 
• Registration fee: $35 per person 
• To register, call 770-528-4550 

   
 
GRASS, GRUBS, MOLES, and MOUNDS – An abundance of activity accompanies the arrival of 
spring. While much of it is refreshing after the dark, cold days of winter, some of it is downright 
annoying. One irksome spring occurrence is the appearance of running mole mounds in your 
lawn. 
 
Moles live their entire lives below the soil surface, seeking out tasty bugs. Healthy soils have 
many different types of insects living in them, including earthworms, spiders, and beetles. 
Along with moles, these insects create tunnels that loosen and aerate your soil and provide 
channels for water infiltration. If you’re seeing raised mole tunnels in your yard, however, it 
may be an indication of a problem with your lawn: an abundance of white grubs eating away 
the roots of your grass.  
 
Many people correctly connect white grubs to the well-known pest, Japanese beetles. Several 
other species of beetles, including green June beetles, chafers of various types, and May or 
June beetles, also lay eggs that hatch into turf-damaging white grubs. After hatching and 
growing fat by eating the roots of your lawn, these grubs overwinter deep in the soil. As the soil 
warms in spring, they tunnel upward and resume eating your grass roots.  
 
Moles actually provide excellent pest control; the more grubs they eat, the fewer live to 
become reproductive adult pests. The problem is that as moles plow through the soil devouring 
just-below-the surface grubs (and pupae, too), they may raise long hummocks that squish when 
you step on them. If you want to persuade moles to leave your lawn, you’ve got to get rid of 
the grubs. 
 
The first step in every pest management plan is identifying the pest. After a rain, mark out a one square 
foot box in your lawn. Cut through three sides of the box, then roll the turf back over the fourth side. 
Now, inspect the soil for white grubs. Different species tend to live at different depths below the surface 
(see chart below). If you find grubs, collect some to inspect for a more reliable identification. Using a 
hand lens, look at the pattern of spines on the grub’s raster (that’s the underside of the non-eating end 
of the grub). See the chart below for identification clues. 
 
Understanding the lifecycle of beetle grubs will help you time your pesticide application so that 
it actually reduces pest numbers. Pesticides are most effective on first instar (hatching to first 
molt, usually 2-3 weeks after hatching) white grubs. Pesticides have limited effect on mature 
grubs (grubs that have moved into second or third instars), and no effectiveness during the 
pupa stage of the beetle lifecycle.  
 

http://www.amentsoc.org/insects/glossary/terms/instar


White grub and beetle life cycle and identification  
Beetle Adult 

activity 
Grub 
activity 

Grub 
Identification 

Grub feeding 
months/ treatment 
times 

 

Japanese 
Beetle  

Active 
from late 
May to 
August, 
adult 
Japanese 
beetles 
eat the 
leaves of 
many 
types of 
trees and 
shrubs. 
Females 
lay eggs in 
the soil 
through 
most of 
their 4-6 
week life. 

Eggs hatch 
two weeks 
after being 
laid. Grubs 
feed until 
fall, then 
overwinter 
in the soil. 
They feed 
again for 2-
4 weeks in 
the spring 
before 
entering 
the pupa 
stage. 

A V-shaped 
pattern of 
spines on 
the raster, or 
the 
underside of 
the non-
eating end of 
the grub.  
 
Japanese 
beetle grubs 
are usually 
found in the 
top 1-2 
inches of 
soil. 

Young grub feeding: 
June and July. Best 
time to apply 
pesticide 
 
Mature grub feeding: 
August through 
September; late 
March through April. 
Pesticide 
effectiveness is low 
during this life stage. 
 
Pupa stage: Late April 
to late May. 
Pesticides have no 
effect during this life 
stage. 
 
Emerge as adults in 
late May 

 

Green June 
Beetle 
(Cotinis 
nitida) 

Adult GJBs 
feed on 
ripening 
peaches, 
plums, 
cherries 
and other 
stone 
fruits. In 
June and 
July, 
females 
lay up to 
100 eggs 
in the soil. 

Eggs hatch 
June-
August, 
two weeks 
after being 
laid in soil. 
Young 
grubs feed 
on organic 
matter at 
night and 
stay under 
the soil 
during the 
day. They 
overwinter 
deep in the 
soil. 

GJB grubs 
have very 
short legs. 
They crawl 
on their 
backs.  
 
GJB grubs 
come to the 
surface at 
night to 
feed. 
 
During the 
day, GJB 
grubs can be 
found in the 
top four 
inches of 
soil. 
 
 

Young grub feeding: 
June through July. 
Best time to apply 
pesticide. 
 
Mature grub feeding: 
August and 
September; January 
through May. 
Pesticide 
effectiveness is low 
during this life stage. 
 
Pupa: May-June. 
Pesticides have no 
effect during this life 
stage. 
 
Emerge as adults in 
June and July 

 



Chafer 
(Cyclocephala 
spp.) 

Nocturnal 
insects, 
adult 
chafers 
emerge 
from the 
soil and 
become 
active in 
early 
summer. 
Adult 
chafers do 
not feed 
on plants 
and are 
not pests. 

Eggs hatch 
from late-
June 
through 
mid-
August. 
Grubs feed 
heaviest in 
September 
before 
moving 
deeper 
into the 
soil for 
winter. 
They 
resume 
feeding in 
April. 

Spines are 
scattered 
across the 
raster 
without any 
pattern. 
 
Chafer grubs 
are found in 
the top 2-3 
inches of 
soil. 

Young grub feeding: 
late June-July. Best 
time to apply 
pesticide. 
 
Mature grub feeding: 
August and 
September; April 
through May. 
Pesticide 
effectiveness is low 
during this life stage. 
 
Pupa: late-May 
through late-June; 
pesticides have no 
effect during this life 
stage. 
 
Emerge as adults in 
late June 
 
 

 

May or June 
Beetle 
(Phyllophaga 
spp.) 

Adults are 
active 
between 
March and 
July, 
feeding on 
the leaves 
of many 
types of 
trees and 
shrubs. 
They lay 
eggs near 
preferred 
plants. 

Eggs hatch 
3-4 weeks 
after being 
laid. Grubs 
feed until 
fall, 
overwinter 
in the soil, 
and 
resume 
feeding in 
spring. 
Some  
pupate, 
but most  
continue 
feeding 
until fall 
and pupate 
in the 
second 
year. 

Two parallel 
lines of 
spines on 
the raster. 
 
May or June 
beetles 
usually 
occupy the 
top 3-4 
inches of 
soil. 

Young grub feeding: 
spring and summer, 
depending on 
species. Best 
pesticide application 
window is within 20 
days of hatching. 
 
Mature grub feeding: 
fall and early spring. 
MJB generally require 
two years to mature 
in Georgia. Pesticide 
effectiveness is low 
during this life stage. 
 
Pupa: Summer. 
Pesticides are not 
effective during this 
life stage.  
 
 

 

 
             Photos courtesy of UGA 

 



 
Grub pesticides usually have a short residual effect, so it’s important to apply it when the grubs 
are most susceptible to it. For most types of grubs, this is June and July. Because green June 
beetle grubs feed on the surface, they should be treated with surface applied pesticides labeled 
for their control. For subsurface grubs, follow these steps to get the best results: 
 

1. Select a pesticide that is labeled for use on the identified pest. 
2. Water your turf well the night before you apply the pesticide. This encourages grubs to 

move closer to the soil surface. 
3. Following label directions, apply the pesticide over areas where young grubs are 

present. 
4. Water the area again to move the chemical down into the soil. 

 
Keep in mind, however, that pesticides kill beneficial insects, too. One less ecologically 
damaging way to manage white grubs is to cut back on watering during summer months. Dryer 
soil inhibits beetle eggs from hatching. 
 
Of course, this all started with the idea of getting rid of the moles by eliminating the food 
source that draws them to the surface, thereby creating unsightly mole mounds in your lawn. 
Instead of starving out the mole, why not consider starving out the actual pest, the grubs? Since 
white grubs feed almost exclusively on turfgrass roots, reducing the area of lawn in your 
landscape would reduce the food source for these pests. Fewer grubs also mean fewer leaf-
eating beetles damaging your landscape trees and shrubs. And fewer beetles mean fewer 
grubs. Fewer grubs mean fewer mole tunnels . . . This could be the beginning of a truly 
sustainable landscape. 
 
 
HEALTHY BACKYARD FLOCKS – Spring is the prime time for starting or adding to your backyard 
chicken flock. Smart practices, such as purchasing healthy chicks and keeping new chickens 
isolated, will help you avoid introducing diseases into your main flock. Learn more about 
starting and maintaining your small-scale flock here: 
http://georgiafaces.caes.uga.edu/index.cfm?public=viewStory&pk_id=5406  
 
Hungry for more information? Join us in June for the Georgia Backyard Poultry Academy. 
Details coming soon! 
 
 
LOW-COST PET VACCINATIONS – Show your pets you love them; protect them from diseases! 
On April 25, 2015, Healthy Paws for a Cause is offering low-cost rabies vaccines for dogs and 
cats. The veterinary clinic is also offering other low-cost vaccinations and tests. A portion of 
proceeds from the event will benefit Forsyth County 4-H. See the flier here. Details in brief: 
 
Where: Healthy Paws for a Cause, 332 Dahlonega Street, Cumming, GA 30040 
When: April 25, 2015, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

http://georgiafaces.caes.uga.edu/index.cfm?public=viewStory&pk_id=5406


• Rabies vaccine (dog or cat): $16  
• Heartworm test (dog): $12 
• DHPP Distemper/Parvo combo (dog): $12 
• KCAS Kennel Cough (dog): $12 
• FELV Feline Leukemia (cat): $20 
• FVRCP Upper Respiratory Combo (cat): $20 
• Microchipping (dog or cat): $20 
• Payment type: Cash or credit 
• Questions: Contact Kristen Sumpter at 770-887-2418 or ksumpter@uga.edu . 

 
 
GET FIT WITH WALK GEORGIA AND UGA EXTENSION – Spring is a great time to get fit. UGA's 
Walk Georgia program is a great way to keep track of your activities and get advice on exercise 
and healthy meals. Join the Forsyth County Extension staff in a 12-week community-oriented 
fitness drive. Sign up now at www.walkgeorgia.org.  
Not sure how to get started on a fitness plan? We'll show you with our Walk Georgia/ Big Peach 
Running Company Run and Health Class. The Big Peach Running Company staff will inform you 
about core strength, flexibility, balance, and running form. 
Where: Fowler Park Recreation Center Community Room, 4110 Carolene Way, Cumming, GA 
30040 
When: Wednesday, April 15, 2015, 6-6:30 p.m. 
Cost: Free  
Need more info? Call Louise Estabrook or Kristen Sumpter at 770-887-2418. 
Fun, fitness, and prizes with both programs!  
 
 
UGA SUMMER ACADEMY CAMPS – Learning doesn’t have to stop for the summer. Fun doesn’t 
have to stop for learning. Summer Academy at UGA is an exciting series of specialty summer 
camps in Athens for middle and high school students who want to do amazing things. Whether 
you dream about becoming a film director, doctor, scientist, or artist, UGA has a summer camp 
to explore that dream. You can see the full list of opportunities here: 
http://www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/youth/summer-
academy?utm_source=GAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=98401-Youth-March2015 . 
 
 
Learn how, learn now, with UGA Extension. 
 
The University of Georgia is committed to the principles of equal opportunity 
and affirmative action.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:ksumpter@uga.edu
http://www.walkgeorgia.org/
http://www.walkgeorgia.org/
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/WalkGeorgiaflyer.pdf
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/WalkGeorgiaflyer.pdf
http://www.walkgeorgia.org/
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/documents/WalkGeorgiaRunandHealthclassflyer.pdf
http://www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/youth/summer-academy?utm_source=GAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=98401-Youth-March2015
http://www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/youth/summer-academy?utm_source=GAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=98401-Youth-March2015
http://www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/youth/summer-academy?utm_source=GAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=98401-Youth-March2015

