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Hello, neighbors! We’ve enjoyed some very pleasant weather this week, and it looks like there’s more to 
come. Eventually, however, colder temperatures will show up and stick around. Here are some news 
items and activities to get you through the beginning of winter.  
 
RECALL ALERT FOR KROGER BROWNIES 
The Kroger Company has issued a recall of Bakery Fresh Goodness 
chocolate brownies (16 ounce tub) sold in retail stores in Georgia 
(and other states) because the product may contain walnuts not 
listed on the label. The recall includes lot numbers beginning with 
15307 that were purchased between November 7 and November 15, 
2015. Read more. 
 
BE FREE IN THE GREAT OUTDOORS 
While the weather is great, why not spend some time in the great outdoors? Georgia is rich in natural 
resources, and our state and local parks want to help you enjoy them, even in the winter. Many Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources family-friendly events and activities are free, too. Georgia DNR’s 
Charlie Elliot Wildlife Center, for example, is offering free activities and classes all winter long.  
 
HANDLE FIREWOOD SAFELY 
Many of us enjoy a nice wood fire during the winter. After the 
storms earlier this year, some of us relied on our fireplaces for heat 
and cooking. During the summer months, however, that firewood 
stack is usually not disturbed much. This makes it a preferred 
habitat for brown recluse spiders, snakes, and other wildlife. 
Before tossing off the tarp to gather wood for your first crackling 
fire, take a few precautions:  

 Make noise as you approach the woodpile; this gives wildlife the opportunity to retreat.  

 Wear boots, gloves, and long pants and sleeves when you uncover the wood.  

 Always wear gloves when gathering and carrying wood to prevent stings, bites, and splinters. 
 
BEYOND SOIL: OTHER THINGS UGA LABS CAN ANALYZE 
We talk a lot about soil testing to make sure the plants in your landscape get the nutrition they need to 
thrive. Did you know that UGA labs offer tests on things that impact human and animal health?  

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm476017.htm
http://gastateparks.org/events
http://georgiawildlife.com/CharlieElliott/Calendar
http://www.caes.uga.edu/topics/disasters/winterstorm/heating/firewood.html
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Water testing 
Although well water in Georgia is generally safe to drink, it can become 
contaminated with excess minerals, chemicals and disease-causing 
bacteria, especially after wet weather like we’ve seen this year. 
Contaminated water can cause illness and economic loss. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the University of Georgia recommend 
testing well water at least once each year in four water quality and safety 
areas: water chemistry, bacteria, nitrates, and turbidity and color. Read 
more.  
 
Forage testing 
Whether you have enough hay to get your livestock through the winter 
depends on the type of animal, the production condition of your animals 
and the quality of the hay. Pregnant and lactating cows have higher energy 
needs than dry cows. Cold weather requires animals to burn energy to stay 
warm, so the nutrient needs increase during winter. If the nutrient quality 
of hay is low, animals will need to eat more of it to get the nutrition they 
need. All of this means you’ve got do so some math. But if you don’t know the Relative Forage Quality of 
the hay you’re feeding, your math is based on guesswork.  
 
However, you can take the math and the guesswork out of the equation by having your hay tested by 
the UGA forage lab. Not only will the analysis tell you the quality of the hay, it will also let you know how 
much hay you’ll need to stock for the winter depending on what type of animals you’re feeding, how 
many you’re feeding, and how many days you plan to feed them before your pastures are ready for 
grazing. For information on collecting a proper hay sample, read this or call 
Forsyth County Extension at 770-887-2418. 
 
2016 GEORGIA AG FORECAST 
In partnership with Georgia Farm Bureau and the Georgia Department of 
Agriculture, the UGA College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences kicks 
off each new year with the Georgia Ag Forecast. This half-day conference for 
agricultural stakeholders is offered in January in several locations throughout 
the state. It features presentation and discussion with UGA economists about 
the outlook for agricultural markets during the upcoming year. Participants 
also have the opportunity to network with UGA faculty and Cooperative 
Extension agents, local producers and other stakeholders, and to return home 
with a copy of the 2016 Georgia Ag Forecast book, a detailed analysis of 
major commodities produced in the state. See meeting locations, dates, and 
registration information at www.georgiaagforecast.com . 
 
FOOD SAFETY MODERNIZATION ACT (FSMA) PRODUCE SAFETY RULE 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has finalized the Produce Safety Rule 
of the Food Safety Modernization Act. This rule establishes “science-based 
minimum standards for the safe growing, harvesting, packing, and holding of 
fruits and vegetables grown for human consumption” (U.S. FDA, FSMA Final Rule on Produce Safety).  
 

Although it may look fine, well 
water can become contaminated 
with chemicals, bacteria, and 
excess minerals. Only a lab analysis 
can determine if it’s safe to drink. 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://apps.caes.uga.edu/gafaces/index.cfm?public=viewStory&pk_id=5683
http://apps.caes.uga.edu/gafaces/index.cfm?public=viewStory&pk_id=5683
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/proper_hay_sampling_holds_the_key_to_accurate_forage_testing
http://georgiaagforecast.com/
http://www.georgiaagforecast.com/
http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/ucm334114.htm
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As part of this rule, certain producers must establish, through laboratory testing, the safety of irrigation 
water and water that is applied for freeze protection over the top of fruits and vegetables that the FDA 
considers most likely to be consumed raw. Different standards apply to untreated surface water, 
untreated ground (well) water, and agricultural water from public water systems. The Produce Safety 
Rule establishes more stringent water quality standards for sprouts. Compliance deadlines vary 
depending on farm income. Farms that average produce sales less than $25,000 per year over the past 
three years are exempt from the rule. Full FSMA Produce Safety Rule. 
 
IN THE SPIRIT WITH 4-H 
In the spirit of helping others, Forsyth County 4-H students have 
been busy crafting cards, gifts and care packages. For Veterans Day, 
local 4-H’ers assembled 86 care packages that the VFW shipped to 
active U.S. military service men and women who are deployed 
overseas. Through Project G.I.V.E., 4-H’ers collected over 2,700 
pencils to donate to students in need and prepared 30 holiday 
cards for senior citizens in the county. As part of Fall Fun Day, they 
learned to finger knit and made 18 scarves that will be donated to a 
local charity for distribution to needy residents. They also wrote 52 
holiday cards for U.S. military personnel who are serving abroad, 
and for injured veterans here at home. 
 
UPCOMING 4-H ACTIVITIES 
County Project Achievement – January 19, 2016, Shiloh Elementary School 
County Project Achievement (CPA) is a great opportunity for 4th-6th graders to practice and build public 
speaking skills while having fun educating others about something cool. After creating a presentation on 
a topic of their choice, 4-H’ers to deliver it to an appreciative audience. More information. 
 
Poultry Judging Team – Practices begin February 1, 2016 
Poultry judging is a challenging 4-H skill. Practices will be most Monday evenings beginning in February 
and work toward the area competition in Henry County on April 14, 2016. For more information, call 
Jack Lowery at 770-887-2418. 
 
HOLIDAY HOURS 
Please note the holiday schedule for Forsyth County Extension office hours: 

Open Closed 

Thursday, December 24 Friday, December 25 

Monday, December 25 from 8 a.m.-noon Wednesday, December 30 

Tuesday, December 29 from 8 a.m.-noon Thursday, December 31 

 Friday, January 1 

 
Please note the following deadlines for bringing in samples for UGA lab analysis: 

Soil Routine water E-coli water 

Friday, December 18 Friday, December 18 Purchase kit by Friday, Dec. 18. Mail 
sample by Monday, December 21. 

 
All of us at UGA Extension Forsyth County wish you a safe and joyous holiday season! 

Forsyth County 4-H students 
assembled 86 care packages for U.S. 
military personnel serving overseas. 

http://www.ugaextension.com/forsyth
http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/ucm247548.htm#SEC105
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/4H/index.html

