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Hello, neighbors! I heard the honking of geese flying overhead last Friday. This harbinger of autumn 
always delights me. It makes me think of warm flannel shirts, crisp apples, pumpkin pie, and the 
Cumming Country Fair and Festival. 
 

COME SEE FORSYTH COUNTY COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION AT THE FAIR 
Come see us at the Cumming Country Fair and 
Festival, October 8-18, 2015, at the Cumming 
Fairgrounds, 235 Castleberry Road, Cumming GA. 
We’ll announce winners for the Canning Contest 
and the Scarecrow Contest at 7 p.m. in the arena 
on opening night, October 8. Our UGA 
Cooperative Extension exhibit booth is located 
behind the Exhibit Hall. Come try your hand at 
engineering paper airplanes, experiment with 
stream flows, see how to set up a rain barrel, 
learn about forage quality, and talk with Extension 
volunteers about gardening, natural resources, 

and 4-H programs. Sign up to win a rain barrel, register for Walk Georgia and a chance to win a football 
signed by UGA head coach Mark Richt, and maybe even get a door prize while you visit! The Extension 
booth will be open weekdays from 4-8 p.m., and from opening until 8 p.m. on the weekends. We hope 
to see you there! 
 
FALL IS FOR PLANTING 
Fall is a great time to plant trees, shrubs, spring flowering bulbs, and cool season grass. The cooler, 
wetter weather is kind to roots, which continue to grow even when the leaves have dropped from 
deciduous plants. Cold winter temperatures promote flowering in spring bulbs. October is the best 
month for seeding cool-season grasses such as tall fescue or ryegrass. (If you treated your lawn in 
August or September with pre-emergent herbicide for weed control, however, the residual effect may 
keep the grass seed from germinating.)  
 
When planting trees and shrubs, dig your 
planting hole 2-3 times wider than the 
container, but only as deep as the root ball 
of the plant. The idea is to give the roots 
plenty of space to spread out horizontally. 
Situate the plant in the hole so that the 
plant is straight up and the soil around the 
base is level with the soil of the ground. 
Refill the hole with the same soil that came 
out of it. You don’t need to add fertilizer or 
soil amendments. These might burn the 
roots or encourage them to grow in circles 
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rather than stretching out to anchor the plant and gather moisture and nutrients from the native soil. 
Cover the soil with 2-4 inches of mulch to keep it warm, moist, and reduce weed growth. Speaking of 
soil . . . 
 
FALL IS FOR SOIL TESTING 
Your lawn and gardens are only as healthy as the soil they grow in. While you’re out planting new trees 
and shrubs, take a few minutes to gather soil samples for testing. A basic soil analysis submitted to the 
UGA soil lab through Forsyth County Extension costs $10, including shipping. The lab report includes soil 
pH, levels of several important nutrients, and recommendations for amending the soil to meet the 
needs of the type of plant you want to grow. Since it can take up to six months to correct pH, fall testing 
helps you prepare your soil for spring planting. Instructions for collecting soil samples and directions to 
the Forsyth County Extension office are available on our website at www.ugaextension.com/forsyth . 
 

FALL IS FOR COMPOSTING 
Did you know that, through composting, we can 
reduce materials going to landfills by 72 percent? 
According to a report by the Environmental Protection 
Agency, “organic materials continue to be the largest 
component of MSW [municipal solid waste]. Paper and 
paperboard account for 27 percent and yard trimmings 
and food account for another 28 percent.”  
 
Not only does composting keep our landfills in 
operation longer, but it produces a valuable product 
that helps enrich and improve our Georgia piedmont 
soil. Since the recipe for making compost is 2/3 brown 
material, 1/3 green matter, and water to keep the pile 
moist, fall is an ideal time to start a compost pile. 
There are plenty of dead leaves available. UGA 
Extension’s Composting: Recycling Landscape 
Trimmings publication will help you get started.  
 
Recycling other materials is good, too. Keep Forsyth 

County Beautiful is hosting an event on November 7, 2015, to recycle some tough to dispose of 
products, including paint, electronics, and motor oil. See full details. 
 
TELL US WHAT YOU WANT TO KNOW: Please take the survey and help us plan 2016 programs! 
Our mission in Extension is to provide the community with research-based information and education. 
In Forsyth County, we do this through newspaper articles, newsletters, information on our website, 
Facebook, lectures, workshops, demonstration gardens, in-depth training programs such as Master 
Gardener, Master Naturalist, and Georgia Backyard Poultry Academy, and events like our exhibit booth 
at the fair. As we plan horticulture, agriculture and natural resource oriented programs for 2016, we’d 
like to hear from you. Please take a few minutes to complete this anonymous survey to help us meet 
your educational needs: https://ugeorgia.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_cTsonNor7354C33  

 
Thank you for your input! We value our community members and will give serious consideration to your 
survey responses. Please complete the survey by October 31, 2015. Thank you! 

Total MSW Generation (by Material), 
2013, 254 Million Tons (before 
recycling). Image from EPA.gov. 
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