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Hello, neighbors! I hope your summer gardening projects are reaping rewards for you. As the weather 
turns hotter and dryer, read on for news you can use and activities of interest. 
 
WATER, WATERING, AND WATER BILL SPIKES – Most of us see a spike in our water bills during the 
summer because of outdoor watering. According to the EPA, “In the summer, the amount of water used 
outdoors by a household can exceed the amount used for all other purposes in the entire year.” 
 
In order to help us think about conserving water, the 
Georgia General Assembly created the Georgia Water 
Stewardship Act, adopted in 2010. With a few 
exceptions, this act says that outdoor landscape 
watering may occur only between 4 p.m. and 10 a.m. 
That’s actually a good thing. Many common lawn and 
landscape practices result in water wasted through 
evaporation or misdirection, and/or disease 
problems for the plant.  
 
Wet leaves are an ideal environment for diseases to 
start. Because of dew, leaves will naturally be wet 
overnight. Irrigating at night means that leaves have 
a chance to dry during the day, making it harder for 
disease organisms to gain a foothold. Sun shining on wet leaves can also act like a prism and cause parts 
of the leaf to scorch. And since it’s cooler at night, more water will soak into the soil, instead of 
evaporating in the daytime heat. 

 
The water bill spike isn’t just the 
result of using a higher volume of 
water. As part of the Metropolitan 
North Georgia Water Planning 
District, Forsyth County is 
committed to conserving water. 
One tool available to the county to 
achieve this goal is to apply water 
use rate tiers. In other words, 
once you exceed 6,000 gallons of 
water in a month, you’ll pay more 
per thousand gallons for the next 
6,000 gallons. And so on. There 
are five rate tiers for residential 
water customers. 
 
The average American uses 100 
gallons of water per day. Outdoor 

water use accounts for 30% to over 50% of that usage. But there are simple ways to reduce the amount 
of water you use each day. Using drip irrigation, applying mulch to conserve moisture in the soil, and 
only watering when your plants show you they need water by beginning to wilt are a few of the ways to 

http://www.epa.gov/greenhomes/ConserveWater.htm
http://www.forsythco.com/DeptPage.asp?DeptID=35&PageID=188
http://www.forsythco.com/DeptPage.asp?DeptID=35&PageID=188


create a water-wise landscape or vegetable garden. There are plenty of ways to save water indoors, too. 
Take the 40 Gallon Challenge and see if you can save 40 gallons of water a day AND reduce your water 
bill. Right now, Georgia is second only to Texas in water conservation pledges, but Forsyth County is 
lagging behind some other metro counties. Visit www.40gallonchallenge.org and help put us in the blue! 
 
 
FIGHTING BACK AGAINST INVASIVE SPECIES – The Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources has launched a War on 
Invasives. While their top two targets – feral hogs and 
cogongrass – are more of a problem in South Georgia, we 
certainly have our share of invasive species in the upper 
piedmont. One that’s being very showy right now is 
mimosa (Albizia julibrissin).  
 
A native of Asia, mimosas were brought to North America 
as ornamental plants sometime between 1745 and 1785. 
That’s a story shared by many of our non-native invasive 
plants, including Chinese privet and kudzu. Unfortunately, 
some of the features that initially made them attractive – 
flowers, survivability, easy cultivation – also let them 
overwhelm native ecosystems. By the 1950s, mimosa had 
escaped cultivation in Georgia and become a threat to oak-
hickory hardwood forests. Mimosa is listed as number 7 on 
the Georgia Forestry Commission’s “Dirty Dozen” list of 
non-native invasive species. 
 
Invasive plants are so adept at reproducing – by seeds and through their root systems – that they can 
choke out the native trees and underbrush. When native plants vanish, the wildlife that depends on 
them for food and habitat are displaced, too. Instead of forests with rich, life-sustaining biodiversity, we 
get fields of a single plant species. 
 
Mimosa seedlings are easy to control: Just mow them down or pull them up. Established trees are 
harder to remove because new trees can sprout up from the root system. If you cut one down, 
immediately paint the stump with a non-selective herbicide, such as glyphosate, to minimize sprouting. 
 
 
HEAT HAZARDS – We’re likely to see temperatures in the 90s for the next couple of weeks. That means 
taking precautions when working and playing outside to avoid suffering from heat exhaustion or heat 
stroke, two serious heat-related illnesses.  
Prevention: 

• Wear lightweight, light colored, loose-fitting clothing. 
• Pace your activities. If you work outdoors, lighten the load for a few days to let your body adjust 

to the heat. 
• Drink plenty of water – more than you usually do. Skip caffeine and alcohol; these cause fluid 

loss. 
• Take breaks to rest and cool off in the shade. 
• Schedule outdoor activities during the cooler morning and evening hours. 

 

Number 7 on the Georgia Forestry Commission’s 
“Dirty Dozen” list, invasive mimosa trees are very 
showy with ferny foliage and fuzzy flowers. 

http://www.mydropcounts.org/files/2313/0868/7680/Water_Wise_Landscape_Guide.pdf
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.cfm?number=C964
http://spock.fcs.uga.edu/ext/pubs/hace/HACE-E-69.pdf
http://www.40gallonchallenge.org/
http://www.40gallonchallenge.org/
https://georgiawildlife.wordpress.com/2015/05/28/we-have-seen-the-enemy/
https://georgiawildlife.wordpress.com/2015/05/28/we-have-seen-the-enemy/


Warning signs and treatment measures for heat-related illnesses 
Heat exhaustion Heat stroke 

Warning signs Treatment Warning signs Treatment 
Heavy sweating Drink cool beverages 

Avoid caffeine and 
alcohol 

Body temperature over 
103 degrees Fahrenheit 

Go or get victim to a 
shady area or air 
conditioned place. 

Paleness Rest Red, hot, dry skin Cool the body with 
cool water. Use a 
hose, wet sponge, or 
wrap the person in a 
wet towel. 

Muscle cramps Seek shade No sweat production Fan the person. 
Tiredness Take a cool shower Rapid, strong pulse Seek medical 

assistance. 
Weakness Go to an air-

conditioned place 
Throbbing headache  

Dizziness Remove excess 
clothing 

Dizziness  

Headache  Nausea  
Nausea or vomiting  Confusion  
Fainting  Unconsciousness  
 
 

 
FRESH AND LOCAL FOOD – Local farmers are selling their fresh-
picked produce, farm-fresh eggs, and locally grown meats at the 
Cumming Farmers Market every Wednesday and Saturday 
morning from 6 a.m. to 11 a.m. The Cumming Farmers Market is 
located on Castleberry Road in the parking lot across from the 
Cumming Fairgrounds.  
 
“We had a late spring,” said market manager Randy Gazaway, 
“but we’re getting good harvests, now.” 
 
Today’s farmers had fresh squash, cucumbers, carrots, greens, 
and blueberries. Vendors also had spiced nuts, home-baked 
breads, jams and jellies, herb and tomato plants, and birdhouses 
for sale. Soon, they’ll have summer favorites like tomatoes, 
sweet corn, and watermelons. Visit each week to see what’s in 
season!  
 

 
THINGS TO DO  
 
4-H AFLOAT – Current 7th-12th grade Forsyth County 4-H’ers, get ready for a water adventure in the 
(local) Alpine village of Helen, Georgia! Tubing, waterslides, lunch, and a tour of the Hansel and Gretel 
Candy Kitchen – all at a bargain price of $15! Details at a glance: 

Cumming farmer Hank Gravitt specializes in 
blueberries. 

https://www.google.com/maps/@34.202726,-84.1447404,17z
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/4H/index.html


What: 4-H Junior and Senior Funday (7th-12th graders) 
When: Wednesday, July 15, 2015, 8 am. – 5 p.m. 

Where: Drop off and pick up at Forsyth County Extension office 
Cost: $15 (includes lunch) 

Register: Complete registration form and return with payment to Forsyth County Extension 
Registration Deadline: July 1, 2015 

 
 
GARDENS OF LEARNING – Whether you’re curious about the latest and greatest plants for your garden, 
or just want to know what will grow in that spot in your yard (and we all have one of those), we’ve got 
gardens with answers galore. Forsyth County Master Gardener Extension Volunteers developed and 
maintain gardens at each of the Forsyth County Public Library branches. Each garden is designed to help 
you learn what plants grow in certain environments. 
 

• The Secret Garden at Cumming library displays 
drought tolerant plants and ideas for small-space 
gardens. 

• The Poetry Garden at Post Road library features 
edible landscaping in a naturalistic setting. 

• The Garden Plot at Hampton Park library 
nourishes pollinators and helps preserve water 
quality in the streams of the Upper Etowah River 
watershed area. 

• The Bookworm Garden at Sharon Forks library 
showcases native plants for sun and shade.  

 
If you’re in the mood for a longer field trip, consider visiting the Trial Gardens at the University of 
Georgia. This is where horticulture researchers and students test the performance and staying power of 
new varieties of flowers and landscape plants, including a few edible plants. They’re hosting an Open 
House in July. Here are the details: 

UGA Trial Gardens Open House 
When: Saturday, July 18, 2015 from 9 a.m.-noon 

Where: UGA, Athens, GA 
The Trial Gardens’ Public Open House is an event for people of all ages to enjoy and everyone is invited. 
Dr. Ruter, the director of the Trial Gardens and a professor of the Horticulture Department at UGA, will 
be there to lead tours of the Garden as well as sell and sign his newest book Landscaping with Conifers 
and Ginkgo for the Southeast. The book is available for $30.   A $5 donation is requested upon entry. 
Donations help sustain field testing at the trial gardens.  
  
School is out for summer, and parking is available at the McPhaul Parking lot across from the Stegeman 
Coliseum. For more information about the UGA Trial Gardens Open House, parking, and directions, 
please email at  trial-gardens@uga.edu. 
 
 
BEEFY MATTERS – University of Florida offers a free webinar series on Beef Cattle Economics beginning 
June 24, 2015. Webinars take place on Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:00. Here’s more info: 

UF Beef Cattle Economics Webinar Series  

http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/forsyth/4H/documents/JrandSrTriptoHelen2015.pdf
http://www.forsythpl.org/
http://ugatrial.hort.uga.edu/
mailto:%20%20%20%20%20%20trial-gardens@uga.edu


Southeast beef cattle producers are encouraged to tune-in to the upcoming UF Beef Cattle 
Economics Webinar Series. The event is hosted by the Range Cattle Research and Education Center 
and the South Florida Beef-Forage Program. The webinar series is being conducted to discuss ways to 
increase your herd's production, performance, and profitability. Cattle producers saw record feeder 
calf prices and profits in 2014 that changed the dynamics of the cow-calf industry. The goal of this 
webinar series is to provide timely production and economic information that can help producers 
operate in this volatile marketplace. This series of presentations will take place on Wednesday nights 
from 6:30-7:00 pm (EST) during June and July. The following lists all the scheduled webinars:  
 
June 24th, 2015 - Beef Cattle Market Outlook  
July 1st, 2015 - Marketing Opportunities for Feeder Calves  
July 15th, 2015 - 2015 UF Beef Cow-Calf Budget  
July 22nd, 2015 - Projecting 2015 Cow-Calf Profitability  
July 29th, 2015 - Replacement Heifer Economics  
 
Participants will be able to interact with the presenter by submitting questions and comments, and 
will be able to make recommendations for topics at future webinar sessions. Each program can be 
viewed on your individual personal computer with access to the internet. Registration is open and 
free to all, but is limited to the first 100 participants. After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email with instructions for joining the webinar. 

Register at https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2518271221683912450  

 
FISHY BUSINESS – Fort Valley State University is home to the Georgia Center for Aquaculture 
Development. Center director Patricia Duncan has done extensive research in aquaculture and 
aquaponics for food and fish production in both large- and small-scale operations. She has two 
workshops coming up in July and September: 
 

Introduction to Small-Scale Recirculating Aquaculture Systems 
When: July 16, 2015 from 1-5 p.m. 

Where: Agriculture Technology Conference Center and greenhouses, Fort Valley, GA 
What: Learn the basic principles of design, components, and management necessary to raise large 

amounts of aquaculture products (food and organic fertilizer) in a relatively small space with the use of 
recirculating aquaculture systems (RAS). 

Register by contacting: Patricia Duncan at duncanp@fvsu.edu or call 478-283-2012 or 478-825-6335 
  
 

Pond Management for Recreation and Food Fish Production, including Cage Culture 
When: September 3, 2015 

Where: Agriculture Technology Conference Center and greenhouses, Fort Valley, GA 
What: Learn to manage farm ponds and reservoirs for both recreational and food fish production. This 
program provides an introduction to the basic principles of cage aquaculture, an easy way to produce 

and harvest fish, along with best management practices for managing recreational and food fish 
producing ponds. 

Register by contacting: Patricia Duncan at duncanp@fvsu.edu or call 478-283-2012 or 
478-825-6335 

 
The University of Georgia is committed to the principles of equal opportunity and affirmative action. 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2518271221683912450
http://ag.fvsu.edu/index.php/extension/agricultural-and-natural-resources/aquaculture/
http://ag.fvsu.edu/index.php/extension/ag-tech-conference-center/
mailto:duncanp@fvsu.edu
mailto:duncanp@fvsu.edu

