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Just last week, we received word from South Georgia 

that the downy mildew that affects cucumber, squash, 

and pumpkin plants has arrived from Florida. It will 

soon be blowing its way up to our area. If you’re 

growing cucurbits, prevention is the only cure. Begin 

treating plants with fungicides before fungal infections 

hit them, and continue treatments at recommended 

intervals throughout the growing season. Rotate 

applications between different fungicide chemicals to 

avoid building pesticide resistance, and make 

applications in the evening hours to help protect the 

pollinators who are working beside you in the garden. 

 

Wet leaves and warm weather create the ideal environment for many fungal diseases. Use drip 

irrigation or limit overhead watering to early morning hours. Thin or prune plants to increase air 

flow between leaves. Both of these practices help to minimize leaf wetness.  

 

Prevention is the best solution for insect pests, too. While scouting for pests, check the underside 

of leaves for egg masses. Destroy (smash) or remove the eggs as much as possible to limit 

populations of damaging insects. Insecticides are most effective against insects in the juvenile 

and larval stages. Pesticides are ineffective against insects in the egg and pupa stages, and have 

lessened effectiveness against mature bugs. 

 

Another good practice is to harvest your vegetables early and often. Younger beans, lettuce, and 

other green veggies are more tender and tasty than mature ones. Tomatoes ripen just as yummy 

on the kitchen counter as they do on the vine – without attracting pests with their “I’m ripening” 

aroma. Plus, frequent harvesting encourages plants to produce more fruit, leaves, and pods. 

 

If you have questions or need help identifying insects and plant diseases, bring samples (in 

sealed jars or zip-top plastic bags, please) to the Master Gardener Help Desk at the Extension 

office, or send photos to ask.master.gardener@gmail.com . 

When scouting for pests, check the undersides 

of leaves for aphids and insect eggs, like those 

pictured above. Photo by H.N. Kolich. 
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