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Just like our inside living spaces, our landscapes need on-going care. Here are some simple, free 

things that can make your outdoor environment better and more enjoyable. 

 

Let Grass Clippings Lie 

When you mow the lawn, leave the clippings where they fall. 

Because they are about 80 percent water, grass clippings break 

down quickly. As they decompose, clippings return nitrogen 

and organic matter to your soil. This reduces the amount of 

fertilizer you’ll need to apply by up to 25 percent, improves 

your soil structure, saves you the time it takes to bag clippings, 

and keeps yard waste from filling up our landfills. Tips for 

efficient grass-cycling include: 

 Keep your grass at the recommended height for the 

species (1-2 inches for bermudagrass and zoysiagrass, 

2-3 inches for tall fescue); 

 Keep your mower blade sharp; 

 Mow when the grass is dry; and  

 Mow frequently and remove only one-third of the grass height. 

 

Call 811 Before You Dig 

Fall planting time is just around the corner. If your plans 

include landscape renovations, find out where underground 

utilities are located before you begin digging. Roots can grow 

over, under, or shift the location of utility lines. Call 811 several 

days before you dig – every time you dig – and technicians will 

come out and mark the location of underground utilities on your 

property. Digging into utility lines can be costly and dangerous. 

Be smart; call 811 first. 

 

http://call811.com/sites/default/files/PDFs/HomeownerProcessPDFDocument.pdf
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Save Some Seeds 

If your garden hosted a fragrant petunia, an eye-catching coleus, 

or the world’s best heirloom tomato, late summer is a good time 

to let a few of these annual plants go to seed. Flowers and 

vegetables that are open pollenated or “heirloom” varieties 

produce viable seed that is true to type.  

 

To harvest the seeds of desirable plants, let the seeds mature on 

the plant after the flower fades. In the case of vegetables, leave 

the fruit on the plant until it’s slightly over-ripe. Remove and 

clean the seeds, dry them on a paper tower, and preserve them 

indoors in a cool, dry place for planting next year. Alternatively, 

you can allow plants to broadcast their seeds and see where 

nature takes them. In the photo at right, the colorful coleus in the 

foreground came up from seeds dropped last summer by the 

parent plants that grew in the container above them. 

 

Compost Leaves 

Did you know that one-third of the material in landfills is 

compostable organic matter that could be used to improve 

soil structure? Our Georgia soils are mineral rich, but our 

high levels of heat, humidity, and rainfall break down 

essential organic matter very quickly. Composting fall 

leaves and plant-based kitchen scraps is another way to 

recapture nitrogen and return organic matter to landscape 

soil. The basic recipe for compost is to mix two-thirds 

brown stuff (dead leaves) with one-third green stuff 

(vegetables peels, fruit rinds, etc.), add enough water to 

ingredients keep moist, and stir every two weeks to keep 

oxygen circulating. Compost piles between 3 ft² and 6 ft² 

work best. Compost is ready when all particles look alike. 

 

Harvest Rain 

During a 1-inch rainfall, a 600 ft² area of roof could produce 

over 300 gallons of stored rainwater. In urban environments, the 

abundance of hardscapes – roofs, roads, patios, and parking lots 

– interferes with the natural water cycle. Instead of soaking into 

soil and recharging underground aquafers, rain falling on 

impervious surfaces can become a rushing torrent, carrying trash 

and pollution into streams. Rushing stormwater erodes 

streambanks and causes flooding. Harvesting rainwater is one 

way to mitigate stormwater runoff problems in highly developed 

areas. Stored rainwater can be applied to residential and public 

landscapes when it’s needed, allowing rainwater to reenter the 

water cycle gradually, through natural, cleansing processes. 

Colorful coleus plants (front) 
reseeded themselves after 
growing in the container (back) 
last year. Photo by H.N. Kolich 
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