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Let's take a look at Dodge County
By Charles Williams, Executive Director, Dodge County Eastman Development Authority

Williams

 Your Business Is Important To Us

 Pam Knowles, NMLSR #708082

 Whether personal, home purchase/improvement or business 
 needs, call or come in to meet with Pam Knowles at CB&T 
 McRae/Helena or Rhine office for all your banking needs.

 NMLSR #512258

 229-868-2983 • 141 Eighth Street, Helena, Georgia
 229-385-5101 • 390 2nd Street, Rhine, Georgia

 536 Oak Street • Eastman

 Pulled Pork • Ribs • Chicken Wings • Sausage • Hot Dogs
 Baked Beans • Brunswick Stew • Pound Cake

 Sweet Tea, Lemonade, Water

 New Hours
 Friday & Saturday 11am-7pm

 *****  *****

 Check Out Our New Menu 

 Items & Prices

 Across From CVS 478-213-3775

RED GLOBE and
 DIXIELAND PEACHES

Hours: Mon-Wed 8:30am-6pm; Thurs-Sat 8:30am-8pm; Sun 1pm-6pm

478-472-8767 • 1 Mile North of Montezuma, Hwy. 49

William Brown s Farm Market
Concert “Good Vibrations Band” • July 16 • 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Homemade Peach Ice Cream

WE PICK!

When is 
there ever a 
good time to 
increase tax-
es? “Is there 
ever a good 
time to raise 
taxes?” Of 
course, in-
creasing the 
Millage Rate 
by one point 
is increasing the amount of 
tax every property owner 
must pay so, however you 
say it, it’s is a tax increase.

Nobody wants to pay 
taxes, especially more taxes, 
myself included. At the same 
time we would all like to see 
our community grow. We 
would all like to see industries 
building plants and bringing 
long term jobs here. Nobody 
wants to see our population 
numbers decreasing or jobs 
leaving.

We have all come to ex-
pect good, smooth paved 
roads. Fire protection for our 
homes and businesses, Po-
lice protection for our lives 
and properties. County roads 
scraped and ditches cleared. 
We expect to have city water 

and sewage in place, working 
perfectly and maintained at 
the highest standards. We ex-
pect our county, state and fed-
eral law enforcement teams 
to come immediately should 
we face any situation that re-
quires their expertise, and ev-
ery thing I’ve just mentioned 
is paid for through our taxes. 
Everything! We could lower 
those taxes if we decided not 
to have police or re person-
nel or water or sewer and on 
and on, but our leaders have 
made hard choices over the 
years to put taxes in place to 
fund those services.

So it is with a “Millage 
Increase” for Economic De-
velopment. Other counties 
around us have and are us-
ing Millage funds speci cally 
to grow their business com-
munities. Over the past ve 
years, statistics for Dodge 
County show a loss of more 
than 550 people in our popu-
lation numbers. Over the next 

fteen, those same statistics 
project Dodge County losing 
another 2,200. I believe the 
vast majority of Dodge Coun-
ty citizens see those numbers 
as headed in the wrong direc-

tion.
Setting aside funding di-

rectly for the purpose of 
Economic Development so 
that infrastructure can be 
designed and built to attract 
industry is the tried and true 
way to take us out of the 
population loss column and 
put us on a path to sustain-
able growth. It’s our choice to 
make. The question is, do we 
make that decision now and 
get down to the business of 
building our community up 
or do we “kick that can down 
the road” and get still further 
off the path hoping that may-
be, just maybe, a future gen-
eration can make the choice to 
try and turn this ship around?

I believe we should com-
mit to funding the growth 
of our community, much the 
same as we decided to set 
aside funding to build and 
maintain roads and provide 
all our other services. The 
path is clear. The decision is 
not easy. The stakes are high. 
maybe the time has come...
let’s hope so! Let’s leave our 
community better than we 
found it!

“GROW DODGE!”

By Sheron Smith
One of many things 16 

year old Shantica Kincaide 
nds intriguing about avia-

tion is that it isn’t nursing.
She means no offense. 
“It’s like some people sug-

gest nursing as a career just 
because I’m female,” said 
Kincaide, expressing a frus-
tration perhaps common to 
young women who enjoy 
science, math and technolo-
gy.  “Nursing is great if that’s 
what somebody wants to do 
but I want to be a pilot. I love 
the history of aviation, the 
idea of getting people from 
one place to another.”

Kincaide settled on avia-
tion as a potential career 
even before she had been a 
passenger in a plane, much 
less seen a cockpit up close.  
All of that changed on June 
29, when she and about 20 
other high schoolers taking 
part in a summer enrichment 
program experienced their 

rst ights at Middle Geor-
gia State University’s (MGA) 
School of Aviation in East-
man.

Lined up near the airstrip 
in 91 degree heat, the teenag-
ers took turns climbing into 
the front passenger seats of 
the school’s eet of Piper 
Archers and Warriors. They 
donned headphones and felt 
their insides lurch as MGA 

ight instructors rotated the 
noses of the aircraft upward. 
Each got a go at the controls.

“It felt like my heart 
dropped,” 18 year old Trevor 
Collins said upon his return 
from a half hour ight in the 
skies above south central 
Georgia. “It was fun.”

Collins, Kincaide and 
the other high schoolers are 
spending ve weeks this 
summer at Morehouse Col-
lege in Atlanta as part of a 
residential math and science 
program put on by TRIO, a 
federally funded outreach 
that provides educational 
services to students from 
low-income families. The 
name TRIO is not an acro-
nym; it originated with the 
initiative’s rst three pro-
grams, Upward Bound, Tal-
ent Search and Student Sup-
port Services.

The students, who come 
from seven southern states, 
are spending their time do-
ing research projects in 
physics, aviation, chemistry, 
engineering or nanobiotech-
nology, according to Sal-
lie Sanders, manager of the 
Morehouse Math/Science 
Southeastern Regional TRIO 
Program.

“We expose them to dif-
ferent areas in math, science 
and technology,” said Sand-
ers, who accompanied the 
students to Eastman. “They 
all have to complete research 
projects, including collecting 
data in the eld, and present 
them.”

The aviation component is 
relatively new to the More-
house TRIO program, which 
began in 2009. Last year, 
Sanders took the aviation-
focused students to visit an-
other ight facility. This year, 
after doing some research, 
she got in touch with Gene 
Behrends, assistant chief 
pilot for MGA’s School of 
Aviation. Behrends worked 
with Sanders to arrange the 
late June visit, which for the 
students included a tour of 
most campus departments, 
help from instructors on 
their research projects, com-
plimentary lunch and what 
the school calls “Discovery 
Flights.”

“It’s not easy to nd avia-
tion programs at the college 
level willing to spend this 
much time helping high 
school students,” Sanders 
said. “Middle Georgia State 
is able to provide meaningful 
opportunities to help these 
students learn what goes on 
in the eld of aviation. ope-
fully, this is the beginning of 
a long-term relationship.”

Behrends is getting adept 
at introducing young folks to 
the wonders of aviation. Last 
summer, he spearheaded a 
visit to the Eastman Cam-
pus by teens participating in 
the Tuskegee Legacy Flight 
Academy, a two week expe-
rience for minority students 
interested in aviation.

“I don’t know if I’m es-
pecially good working with 
kids,” said Behrends, who 
considers hosting young 

visitors to the MGA School 
of Aviation as a way of re-
cruiting future students. “All 
I know is that I’m so passion-
ate about aviation. It rubs off 
on just about everyone I’m 
around. I don’t know any pi-
lot who doesn’t love taking 
somebody up for their rst 

ight.”
is efforts clearly inspired 

the Morehouse program par-
ticipants.

“My students are still in 
a state of disbelief!” Sand-
ers wrote Behrends in an 
email the day after the cam-
pus visit. “Most of them had 
never been near an airplane 
and certainly never had the 
opportunity to ride in one. I 
assure you that the aviation 
experience will impact their 
decisions about future aca-
demic endeavors.

For at least one, it already 
has. 

After her Discovery Flight 
in Eastman, Kincaide disem-
barked from the plane even 
more convinced she wants 
to become a commercial air-
line pilot. She begins her ju-
nior year of high school in 
her hometown of Coffeeville, 
Mississippi in a few weeks 
but her mind is set on her 
next trip to Middle Georgia 
State.

“When I come back,” she 
said, “it will be as a student.”

State troopers from the 
elena Post 16 of the Georgia 

State Patrol (GSP) investigat-
ed 12 traf c crashes during 
the month of June in Dodge 
County. GSP Sergeant First 
Class (SFC) Bert Clifton said 
the traf c crashes resulted in 
18 injuries and zero deaths.

GSP SFC Bert Clifton said 
troopers from post 16 also is-
sued 32 traf c citations in the 
county during the month. The 
total includes three arrests for 
driving under the in uence, 
12 citations for speeding, ve 
seat belt violations and zero 
child restraint violations. 
Troopers also issued 55 warn-
ings.

State Patrol 
releases report 

Dodge County - ers participated in the 
-  Summer program Learning Photography 

on Tuesday, June 21, 2015. Dodge County -  
Program Assistant Brittany Piper taught the. 
- ers learned the proper instructions for tak-

ing great photos in a presentation given. Our 
students also participated in a ll in the blank 
cheat sheet with those instructions on it to at-

tach to their cameras. Then, each student was 
given the opportunity to go downtown and 
practice this newly learned skill with a part-
ner. We photographed Main Street, shrubbery, 
landscapes and one another. 

We would like to say a special thank you 
to Brittany Piper for this awesome class this 
summer. All of our - ers had so much fun.

Allie Walker, Ina Grace Purvis, Madelyn Wright, Ava Roland, Brooke Purdue, 
Kadee Walker, Elizabeth Sanders, Drew Bullock, Ava Cravey, Erin Mullis, 

Olivia Taylor and Brooke Dennis

4-Hers study photography in 4-H Summer program


