
Cherokee County Master Gardeners 
Regular Monthly Meeting 

Bluffs, Cherokee County Administrative Building 
March 15, 2016 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Cherokee County Master Gardeners was held on Tuesday, 
March 15 at the Bluffs Administrative Building. President Susan Franklin called the meeting to 
order at 10:09 a.m. Members also present were State President Dot Martin, President-elect 
Marc Teffeau, Vice President Carol Jackson, Secretary Joan McFather, Sue Allen, Lois Andresen, 
Mike Asche, Evelyn Balejcsik, Melora Hiler, Maurya Jones, Devin Layman, Shirley Lowe, Debbie 
Meadows, Melissa Mungiguerra, Beverly Poag, Pam Raines, Mary Ellen Roos, Diane Smith, 
Denise Stephens, Katie Van Hiel and Marcia Winchester.  Trainees Sharon Grundeis and Debra 
Rogers were also present.  Extension Agent Josh Fuder was unable to be present, but Judy 
Haygood attended part of the meeting. 
 
GUEST 
 
Susan  Franklin introduced Kate Posey, district director of GMGA, who thanked us for the 
opportunity to make her first official visit as Director of Northwest District 1.  She presented a 
small picture she had pained of lily of the valley to be used as a door prize.  Kate spoke on the 
value of belonging to GMGA: the Scoop (which has Josh’s article in it), CLIPS for information on 
activities around the state, field trips, a scholarship program, and grants for up to $500.  This 
last she illustrated with the story of rejuvenating Cartersville’s Roselawn gardens by the 
Bartow MGS.  She also reminded us that all Cherokee County MGs who joined GMGA this 
month would enrich our treasury, as $5 of the $15 dues would be rebated to us. 
  
OFFICER REPORTS 
 
• Secretary:  Joan McFather passed the attendance sheets and asked that the February 

minutes be approved as published.  There was no objection. 
 
• Treasurer: Pam Raines presented the treasurer’s report.  See her if you need 

reimbursement. 
 [Posted: Cash on Hand as of February 1, 2016, was $1690.78.  Deposits in February: transfer from 
money market $50.00. Expenses in February: $170.70. Transfer to Money Market Account $100.00, 
leaving a March 1, 2016 balance in the operating account of $1470.08.  The money market account 
balance is $1755.56. Total Cash Available $3226.64. {See secretary’s book for entire report}.]  This 
report is emailed monthly to all members on or around the 7th or 8th of the month prior to the 
meeting.  If you are not receiving it, please contact her [pamelaraines@ymail.com] 
 
• President:  

o The training classes are running smoothly, the trainees doing well. 
o The seminars are doing well.  She attended the Buckeye Creek Farm pruning class.  

New people are attending, and the new evaluation forms are working.  Susan asks 
that preparing the new evaluation forms and other materials be done in a timely 
manner so as not to stress Judy with last minute packet requests. 

o The Ag Expo went smoothly. 



o The first fruit sale was very successful.  Pickup will be Friday and Saturday from 9 
am to 3 pm. at the fairgrounds.  We may have plants to sell.  Extra plants will be 
available.  All proceeds will be split 50%-50% with the Extension. 

o The seed library debuted last week with training at Hickory Flat library, creating 
excellent interaction with the community.  The library is keeping track in a binder of 
what seeds go out (personal details are kept separately).  New seeds are stored in a 
bottom drawer.  Brochures are available, and there will be a press release. 

o With the advent of Baby Fuder, Judy could use more help in the office.  
[uge1057@uga.edu] 

 
AWARDS 
 
This is national Master Gardener Week, and the staff at the Extension presented us with a cake and 
candy.  Judy spoke, saying how much the office appreciates our help, and read a poem “Volunteers.”  
Susan presented Judy with our Ten-Percent-of-Sales check for the Extension.  Then Susan and Marc 
Teffeau presented certificates to members earning 25 or more volunteer hours last year. 
 
NEW MASTER GARDENER TRAINEE UPDATE 
 
• Mary Ellen Roos announced that the final exam would be next week.  We are hosting Monday 

(just coffee and water) and Wednesday at North Metro Tech.  On Wednesday it would be helpful 
for members to bring snacks at around 9 am and/or lunch type food at 11 am. for 51 students.  
Mentors are expected to bring dishes to share.  

• On March 29 the first internal training will take place in the form of a fair whereat all chairmen 
of committees should be present with table displays to show what their committees do.  Others 
are welcome to attend the event at the Senior Center from 10 until 12 noon. 

 
GMGA  
   
Dot Martin announced Master Gardener Day and reminded everyone to read the Scoop. She 
issued an invitation for everyone to plan to come to the convention in Carrolton on September 
30 and October 1, where Felder Rushing and Ken Druse will be featured speakers. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Care and Share:  

• Diane Walton is through with her surgery and recovering. 
• Carol Mumaw is home now from Michigan following the death of her sister. 
• Roz Stampf has had cataract surgery, as has Clara Mae Van Brink. 
• Susan Franklin’s father-in-law is not doing well. 
• Melissa Mungiguerra asks for prayers for her sister Julia, who is at Northside-Cherokee.   

 
Seminars:   Diane announced that the seminars are going well: next up are Lawn Care and 
Gardening in Small Spaces.  Presenters need to be aware of creating their individualized 
evaluation forms.  She will ask Josh to publish some examples.  It was determined that we are 
out of brochures, and it was decided that we will order 500 more. 
 
 



Arbor Day:  Susan pronounced it a success with lots of people and lots of trees. 
 
Seed Library:  See President’s remarks above. 
 
Demo Garden:  Marcia indicated a continuing need for pickle buckets (store behind the shed) 
and plastic drinking cups (store in the greenhouse).  At Thursday’s work session hellebores 
will be for sale.  Megan’s garden has had amended soil installed. 
 
Newsletter:   Marcia would like more exposure to the public.  She is planning to print an insert 
explaining how to access the newsletter for all seminar packets.  The April-May issue will be 
out soon. 

 
Plant Sale:  Set up for the next sale is May 27 with the sale on May 28. 
 
Seed Separating Party:  The party was a success, with lots of seeds available.  Leftover 
packets from last year were on the table; next year Marcia wants the package to include a small 
plastic baggy so that a seed can be easily seen. 
 
Publicity:  Sue Allen pointed out that the Tribune and Marietta papers have our contact 
information at the end of the articles we publish.  It was agreed that we should also send 
information to Rachel Prakash for Facebook.  [anna42880@yahoo.com] 
 
Farmers Markets:  Susan reported that Ed is meeting with regional folks about the coming 
season. 
 
Plant-A-Row:  In Gerald’s absence, Susan reported that our Master Gardeners are now offered 
the Papa’s Pantry 4 raised beds, which we could use as teaching gardens.  Papa’s has summer 
camps for children and would welcome whatever we’d like to do.  Gerald is rewriting his 
proposal to include a teaching element.  He will present it at the April meeting. 
 
Autumn Hill Opportunity:  The festival is Saturday, March 26.  Susan needs volunteers to 
man the table of information and will utilize an email signup.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
School Education Committee:  Susan would like to create a committee to organize our 
various efforts in the schools.  Teachers need help—and need to be taught to teach what we 
offer, rather than rely on us as manpower.  She would like for us to create a system whereby all 
schools can access what we offer.  Katie Van Hiel said she needs help planting lettuce given by 
Bonnie’s at Knox.  Trayletaah GC is helping Arnold Mill.  More discussion followed.  Watch for 
an email from Josh, baby time permitting.  A first meeting is planned for May 3. 
 
Ball Ground Botanical Garden:  Diane Smith introduced the work being done in Ball Ground 
by the garden club there to establish a botanical garden and a butterfly garden.  The city of Ball 
Ground has been very supportive with grant money and services, as have several other groups.  
The BG Garden Club hopes to win a national award.  Further money is being generated by the 
sale of commemorative bricks.  After discussion, Diane’s project proposal, which seeks 
teaching hours approval for Master Gardeners working with local children, was put on hold 



while further work is done to ascertain the role of CCMG.  However, Marcia Winchester moved 
and Dot Martin seconded that CCMG buy a brick for $25.00.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT   There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
March 18     Fruit Sale Pick-up  12pm-6pm   Need helpers – see sign up genius 
March 19     Fruit Sale Pick-up 9am-1pm   Need helpers- see sign up genius for this  
March 21     Last class for Trainees 
March 22     Review for Final Exam – Trainees 
March 23     Final Exam and Potluck at the North Metro Campus – We are the hosts for this! 
March 29     First Training session for the new Master Gardeners  
April 1          Field Trip to Athens Soil & Water Lab and Botanical Garden – see sign up genius 
  from Josh 
April 2          Composting Seminar – Hickory Flat 
April 16        Organic Gardening Seminar – Hickory Flat 
April 19        Monthly Meeting - Bluffs 
 
[May meeting will be at Camellia Place, Woodstock – Meet and Tour with Landscape Architect] 
 
BIRTHDAYS: 
3/3      Gail Roos 
3/6      Billie Davis 
3/6      Gerald Phillips 
3/8      Helen Ogren 
3/9      Marcia Winchester 
3/20    Megan Hilf-Reily 
3/24    Suzie Thomas 
4/16    Mary Lou Freil 
4/22    Liz Ellis Porter 
4/24    Dot Martin 
4/28    Rachel Prakash 
 
If you haven’t seen your birthday recognized, it’s because we do not have it.  Please contact 
jmcfather@hotmail.com.  Thanks! 
 
 

mailto:jmcfather@hotmail.com

