
Cherokee County Master Gardeners 
Regular Monthly Meeting 

Bluffs, Cherokee County Administrative Building 
February 16, 2016 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Cherokee County Master Gardeners was held on Tuesday, 
February 16 at the Bluffs Administrative Building. President Susan Franklin called the meeting 
to order at 10:06 a.m. Members also present were State President Dot Martin, President-elect 
Marc Teffeau, Secretary Joan McFather, Evelyn Balejcsik, Pat Bowen, Becky Dixon, Melora 
Hiler, Lynn Knotts, Shirley Lowe, Debbie Meadows, Susan Morris, Portia Moseka, Melissa 
Mungiguerra, Carol Mumaw, Pam Raines, Linda Robbins, Gail Roos, Mary Ellen Roos, Mary 
Schuster, Gerry Slaughter, Diane Smith, Denise Stephens, Ed Stumler, Suzie Thomas, Glenda 
Thompson, Katie Van Hiel, Sherry Wileman and Marcia Winchester.  Extension Agent Josh 
Fuder was also present, as were new class members Steve Barron and Eva Plachy. 
 
PROGRAM 
 
We were delighted to welcome Renee Carleton, Associate Professor of Biology at Berry, who 
holds both a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine and PhD in Wildlife Ecology. Renee has been involved 
with the bluebirds on campus since 2003 and is currently the college's Scientific Advisor for the 
Bald Eagle nest cam project.  Dr. Carleton presented a lively program on the eagle activity at the 
college.  She gave us some background on a once failing species, now off the Federal 
endangered species list for Georgia, though these birds of prey are still protected federally and 
by this state.  In 2013 a pair of eagles was spotted at Berry—not where you would expect them 
to nest (in a protected area) but right in the middle of the campus.  In the years since then, the 
pair has maintained a nest the size of a king bed 90 feet up in a loblolly pine just yards away 
from a busy parking lot, successfully raising chicks each year.  Bowing to the pressure of 
interested spectators, Berry has established three cameras to document the eagles’ activities; 
and 17+ million watchers have posted 70,000 individual “likes” to the birds’ Facebook page.  
The National Geographic Society has named Berry’s eagle streaming as one of the five best in 
the world to watch.  You can see them on YouTube. You can visit the campus for a first hand 
view, rest in deck chairs, even patronize their gift shop.  Brand new this morning was a video 
of the birds’ just-hatched chicks for 2016. 
Renee concluded her program with some discussion of her bluebird nest cameras and 
suggested that interested folk contact Citizen Science Central, based at Cornell University 
concerning nest watching. [http://www.birds.cornell.edu/citscitoolkit/projects]  To reach 
Renee, use rcarleton@berry.edu. 
 
  
OFFICER REPORTS 
 
• Secretary:  Joan McFather passed the attendance sheets and thanked Carol Jackson for 

taking the January minutes in her absence.  Joan corrected the spelling of Ed Stumler’s last 
name. 

• Treasurer: Pam Raines presented the treasurer’s report.  See her if you need 
reimbursement. 

 [Posted: Cash on Hand as of January 1, 2016, was $2034.10.  Deposits in January: $235.00, 
Expenses in January: $478.32. Transfer to Money Market Account $100.00, leaving a February 1, 



2016 balance in the operating account of $1690.78.  The money market account balance is $1705.52. 
Total Cash Available $3396.30. {See secretary’s book for entire report}.]  This report is emailed 
monthly to all members on or around the 7th or 8th of the month prior to the meeting.  If you are not 
receiving it, please contact her [pamelaraines@ymail.com] 
 
• President:  

o Susan reported that the first training class was attended by every one of our 14 
students.  Testimonials from trainees indicated that the first day was tough. 

o The Ag Day expo located at River Church on Sixes Road will need volunteers from us 
on March 11 from 4 until 7 p.m. 

o Arbor Day is this Friday at the Gazebo in Canton. 
o The fruit sale fundraiser is going slowly.  It is easy to do—just pick up forms from 

Susan and go pre-sell fruit to your friends.  Deadline is March 7. 
 
GMGA    
• Dot Martin announced an upcoming field trip to Oakland Cemetery and asked if we’d like to 

have tour guide Sarah Henderson as a speaker for our April or May meeting.  She will look 
into arrangements. 

• Please join GMGA.  As an incentive, our MG unit will receive $5 per registration. 
• Go to the GMGA website for plant sales everywhere. 
 
EXTENSION NEWS   Josh is pleased with all things happening.  He has redesigned the 
evaluation form to tailor it to each seminar.  Presenters will change the questions asked to 
better evaluate the success of the particular seminar.  Any ideas about take-aways for the 
public would be welcome. 
 
SCHOOL GARDENS UPDATE   Kate Van Hiel is excited that Bonnie Plants is donating 18 flats 
of vegetable seedlings for each school.  She will be in touch looking for volunteers to assist 
students in correct planting. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Care and Share:  Mary Ellen Roos announced that Diane Walton is undergoing the expected 
double mastectomy today.  Our prayers go with her. 
 
Seed Library: In Gerald’s absence Susan praised him for untiring work in getting the program 
under way.  A cabinet has been refurbished to hold the seeds, and Hickory Flat library staff are 
excited about handing out forms for the public to become members.  Thanks to those who 
packaged.  More labeling is needed, but the project is 95% up and running. 
 
Seminars:   Diane announced that the next seminar will be pruning at Buckeye Creek Farm. 
She will send out the brochure indicating presenters via email again.  Anyone who wants to 
help with a seminar should contact the primary presenter directly. 
 
Demo Garden: 
• There will be a hands-on pruning demonstration at the demo garden on February 18—

bring tools.  Watch the apple tree be moved. 



• GNPS will have a plant sale April 16. 
 
Newsletter:  

• Marcia would like someone to take over the Lawn Tips column.  Material is readily 
available in the newsletter files. 

• She would appreciate presenters mentioning the newsletter at seminars: the public 
really doesn’t know it exists.  This month has an excellent article on owls by Karen 
Garland. 

 
Seed Separating Party:  The committee will separate seeds and make labels on March 8 with 
packaging to follow on March 10.  Contact Marcia if you want to be included in the maximum of 
20 people.  Excellent opportunity to take home seeds from last year—and you join in lunch.  
[mwinc@comcast.net] 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Plant A Row:  Susan reported that Gerald has revisited Papa’s Pantry and now is working on a 
proposal for Master Gardeners to have community garden beds there and offer classes.  A 
formal proposal will be offered at the March meeting. 
 
Autumn Hill Opportunity:  

• Susan asked if the group would be interested in holding classes at Autumn Hill Nursery.  
Reception was lukewarm, since we already have a full seminar schedule and offer 
speakers when requested by local clubs. 

• Autumn Hill will hold a festival at the end of March.  We agreed to have a table of 
information there.  Susan will send out an email with details asking for volunteers. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
None 
 
DOORPRIZES     
 
ADJOURNMENT   There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:58 a.m. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
2/18       Demo Garden Workday 
2/19       Arbor Day – Canton 
2/20       GNPS Symposium 
2/25       North Georgia Garden Symposium 
2/27       Pruning Seminar – Buckeye Creek Farm 
3/2         Master Gardener Trainee Mid-Term 
3/7          Fruit Sale Orders Due 
3/8, 10   Seed Separating Party 
 
BIRTHDAYS: 



2/2     Mall Giles 
2/3     Marti Etchels  
2/4     Janis Marshall-Kroen 
2/6     Portia Moseka 
2/8     Gerry Slaughter 
2/15   Larry Link 
2/18   Pam Raines 
2/19   Carol Jackson 
2/22   Cherry Saylors 
3/3      Gail Roos 
3/6      Billie Davis 
3/6      Gerald Phillips 
3/8      Helen Ogren 
3/9      Marcia Winchester 
3/20    Megan Hilf-Reily 
3/24    Suzie Thomas 
 
If you haven’t seen your birthday recognized, it’s because we do not have it.  Please contact 
jmcfather@hotmail.com  Thanks! 
 


